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Hosseini calls for Nov. 4 elections 


RKUrtJT (R) — Lebanon’s caretaker patMmea tary 
We d mday for depatki to meet Stfaritj to elect a pro M eut , boose 
speaker and rnrtnrw an Arab peace pact akned at ending Ldawak 14 
years of dvB war. h a ufafriant , Hwrfn BLaaieinl said die rlrrfnral 
■estioa woaU be held oa Nor. 4 at the matesMft temp or a ry Maasoor 
JFWwe. Tbe statement aaU three electoral sessions waaU be held. The first 


wtmld elect a replacement for Hussekil whose term as speaker of tbe boose 
ended last year. A second session weald endorse aa Arab-mediated peace 
accord reached between Christian and Marina depinfcs last week in die 
Sanfi resort of Taff to end Lebanon's ongoing war. A final aeadon woald 
chose a p ieah hu t for Lebanon wUcfa has been g o v erned by two rind 
governments — one CUtfaa mid one Mns8m-kd — sbxe fa nner 
President Ante Goasyd left office in Scptendwr last year wttboat a 
sa cnc saor b rin g rirrte d. Christian cabinet leader General Mkfed Aqbh fas 
threatened to dfanohr parHaneat to prevent It mectfeg ami endorsing tbe 
Arab peace pact (see story below) 
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receives petition 



Byu Jordan Times 
Staff Writer, 

AMSLAN^-r. A grdap of Jorda- 
man I;tvyOT,joura^ 


^Wednesday appealed to His 
Majesty^Kmg Hussein against 
apostasy charges filed by Islami c 
fundamentalists against a woman 
cand&^ iumririg in the Nov. 8 
electrons,. 

.In a petition they presented to 
theKingat a meeting at tbe royal 
^y^ttejroiip condemned tbe 
case filed Against Toujan Faisal, a 
candidate for the Qfrcasaan seat 
in'-foefifth electoral district of 
Anwmh^ and gaj ri -the char ges 
Icvelkd against the candidate 
were :*%<etiiid' J to'Iw*e adverse 
- effects andconseqnenccs on the 
lon^mti^ptaecy'and the King- 
dbmVdeuJocratic process," the 
FN^a-Agency,Petra, re- 
1=^ ■ • • - ‘ 
'The <2iarges have very serious 
cfiniOTrion&andeonstmiteafonn 
ofintelleaual and psychological 
mtimi datmn, which will reflect 
badly on Jordan's image and on 
the democratic atmosphere for 
the etectitafe whose success the 
King aad-tfae government are 
keenioeusure," Petra quoted 
tfaenetitionassaying- . 

" -The rittargeragainst 1 Faisal-arid 
< *tbe manner-ni wfaidh they were 
fifed c onstitute a. gcave offence 
not onfy to, lsbnc %abd - the reh- 


gwn’s tolerant spirit bat also the 
principles of dialogue as advo¬ 
cated by Islam.” the petition said. 

It questioned tbe competence 
and jurisdiction of the Islamic 
court-where foe-casewas filed 
and warned that its "acceptance 
of the case noli be a serious 
precedent in Jordan and contra- 
dict the provisions of the constitu¬ 
tion and legislation.^" 

“The case is damaging to Jor¬ 
dan, which has enjoyed freedom 
and democracy, and we aze seek¬ 
ing Your Majesty's judgement 
since we are truly committed to 
tbe country’s national principles 
and goals,” Petra quoted- the 
group as saying. 

In comments carried by the 
news agency after tbe audience, a 
spokesman for tbe group said die 
group's members had: sought a 
meeting with the King since they 
were “convinced that King Hus¬ 
sein, as die monarch of'Jordan 
and de sc e ndan t & the Prophet 
Mohammad, was keen on up¬ 
holdingthe true and bright image 
of Islam and pr o t ec ting the faith 
against all offences direct against 
it” 

Replying to the group, the 
King etnpbasised that “an atmos¬ 
phere of democracy should pre¬ 
vail : in'the country-'and in the 
dedkm campa^us-’* ■" 

“Snch an atmaspherels bound 
to creat some negative aspects, 
which .should be dealt wirh 


deepened and strengthened posi¬ 
tive aspects,” the King was 
quoted as saying by Petra. 

“Tbe Jordanian society,” the 
King said, “should exert efforts 
to achieve the common goals and 
should maintain keenness on 
steadfastness in the faces of all 
challenges and dangers.” 

“We all need a great measure 
of awareness with which to coun¬ 
ter all that is being hatched 
against us because of our political 
stands and pan-Arab policies,” 
tiie King said. “What should be 
emphasised in tbe current stage 
as well as later on is tbe need to 
safeguard the fabric of our nation 
and deepen its democratic experi¬ 
ment, protect our freedoms and 
further ensure security for tbe 
citizens,” be added. 

It was the first formal reaction 
by the King on the case against 
Faisal which was filed last week 
and heard by 'an Islamic court 
Saturday. The court has set Nov. 
9 as the date to rule on its own 
competence 1 for handling the 
case, the first of its kind in 
Jordm. 

The charges, filed by two plain¬ 
tiffs in tiie name of “public 
right,” accuse Faisal of apostasy 
and demand that the court de¬ 
clare her 'incompetent, dissolve 
her marriage and grant immunity 
for anyone shedding her blood.. 
The charges, according to docu¬ 
ments available to the Jordan 


Tunes, are based on an article 
that Faisal, a woman rights activ¬ 
ist, wrote in the local Arabic daily 
Al Ra’i on Sept. 21. Tbe article, 
according to the plaintiffs, con¬ 
tradict Islamic principles and 
faith. 

Faisal, one of the 12 woman 
candidses in the Nov. 8 elections 
— tiie first polls in Jordan in 
which women are seeking seats in 
the Lower House — has denied 
that she was guilty of any of tbe 
charges. “I am a Muslim and I say 
that God is one and Mohammad 
is His Prophet,” she told die 
Jordan Times this week. “They 
(tiie plaintiffs) have no ground 
for their case in Islam since only 
God can judge whether a person 
is sincere or not,” she said in an 
interview. 

The group which met with the 
King Wednesday included lawyer 
and former minis ter Omar Nabul- 
si, lawyer Asme Khader, profes¬ 
sor Ahmad Madi, professor Aiwa 
A1 - Amiri, professor and col¬ 
umnist Hosni Ayesh, doctor 
Fathfeh Saondi, writer Znf«kha 
Abu Risha, columnist Tareq 
Masarweh, professor and col¬ 
umnist lyad Qattan, social work- 
er Manal Hamzeh and jour nalists 
i-hna Nabfl and Wafa Amer. 

The audience was attended by 
Royal Court Chief Mudar Badran 
and the King's Political Advisor 
Adnan Atm Odeh. • 


King steps in to aid injured TCC worker 


.^ing-to-RacfioJordancafl-ih prog- 
1 7 ' ririmne J tr»Mat1i cane-to tighr 
: t• • ■ thal^Jawdat Hamad Fawwaz Al 

AMMAN /A His ; Majesty Kingl jQatfi had uot rewvered from the 
Hussein Wednescfay isKued^fireOr injmrks he suffered in a fall from 
fives that proper mwfical treat- a teteohone cost white working m 


£ meutio her ghrea to an < . 
oftfeTefeCTwnnnHiiiatigns 
poratjon(TCG)who hatisuffered 
serious injuries sustained in tiie,. 
- course of his work as a lin e sm a n 
in Azraq. 

The King learnt of the case 
while listening Wednesday morn- 


Zan^- in March 1986. 

Oa£ was said to have suffered 
damage toThe pelvis and the left 
foot - and, according to a TCC 
official, he underwent treatment 
for. 57 days. Following the treat¬ 
ment. he was sent back to work 
with n medical report stating that 


he was fit to discharge las duties, 
ititeTCCTofficfeitoki the Jordan 
Times. However, he said, Qadi 
had tried to obtain compensation 
from the Social Security Corpora¬ 
tion (SSC) far having sustained 
occupational injuries and stayed 
away from work for 57 days. The 
SSC refused to pay since tiie 
workerhad received full pay from 
tiie TCC phis free treatment at 
tiie Zarqa government hospital. 

Qadi. however, complained to 
the call-in radio programme 


Wednesday that he was still feel¬ 
ing pam in the lower pars of hs 
left food. According to tbe TCC 
official, it was discovered that his 
ankle was still affected and re¬ 
quired immediate treatment. 

He said that through the TCC, 
Kmg Hussein had asked that tbe 
worker can on Dn Daoud Hana- 
ma, director general , of the 
National Medical Institution, to 
admit him into tiie King Hussein 
Medical Centre for the required 
treatment 


86% of 


collect 


AMMAN (J.T;) — A total M 
87ty«J voters collected thehr vo- 
fac cards Jradt the nduritier in 

vatkms goveraoratcs before tbe 
fardflwty ofcards ex- 
{tir^l^^y,feefateri^Mlnis- _ 
try anMHiaeed Weteesday. . 

. A mtefafrystitioiieat noted that 
the number of coOected' cards 
lqwaaite j 86 pee cent of tbe 
- fftetfaugnber cl segfatmd voters 

1^0^852 — aad said that the 
uncollected cards were kept in tbe 

saft caitedy of the authorities. 
'r-FoBowiag is n sp^-up account 

of foe cards' eoBecfwt m various 

•- »^- -- — ■ - 

wnciK 

. - ~ - f -Ammim - •. 

First Itetrict — 45^90 (total 
«342D;^ Second District—57,000 
(73,435); ThfadDfstrict —46,199 
(4A324); ^ourth District — 
33412 Fifth District — 

47372^289 % Sixth District — 
3pr<92 (35,13<% Bedouin of cea- 
Iral-Jordan district 17,816 

• '• . 

Wdd dty andsabOThs—109,196 
026,903); AjlonB District — 
34409 (3^207 )j JenA~District 
3945901456); Ramtita and Bani 
RAnuta District — 40,815 
<4146^,6,,,^..: ,'^V 

Al Edraa aad Nwfk Ghar — 
g&f-ti&SSfc.-; 

Ro^if^Bdwriwrat e B3474 -—. 

%a&55iramtirate: 64483 — 

j^iawLL-T-v 

25,685 — 
16&0 


fiwmunie 88,628 — 
' Mbftan i 

264» 



Settler 



soldiers to be 
in W. Bank 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin has 
approved an army plan to deploy 
companies of Jewish settler reser¬ 
vists in the occupied West Bank 
and. Gaza Strip on an ex¬ 
perimental basis, Israeli media 
reported Wednesday; 

.-The new policy .reportedly in¬ 
itiated by West Bank commander 
Yitzhak Mordechai, drew praise 
from settlers and criticism from 
left-wing legislators who said it 
would add to tbe violence of the 
22-month Palestinian uprising. 

--- The policy breaks witii a prac¬ 
tice of several years that excluded 
the settiere inxn military duty in 
the occupied territories. Settlers 
already nave been accused of 
attacking and killing Palestinians 
during tiie revolt. 

The 1 : military command de¬ 
clined co mment on tiie reports 
carried by state-owned radio and 
tire Israeli - dailies Davar, Al 
H amith m ar and Maariv. 

Rabin’s spokesman, Eitan Ha¬ 
ber, confirmed settlers would be 
serving in the West Bank, bat 
said he could give no immediate 
details. 

In Lhe occupied territories 
Wednesday, soldiers dashed with 


stone-throwing youths in at least 
three high schools in protests 
staged to mark the last day of 
classes before final exams, re¬ 
ports said. 

One masked protester, Shehta 
Hussein Abu Al Alta, 21, was 
shot in the left leg in the occupied 
Gaza. Strip and rushed to Strife 
Hospital m Gaza City, hospital 
officials said. 

Masked assailants also beat 
and critically injured a 60-year- 
old gas station attendant in Gaza, 
apparently because he was ac¬ 
cused of helping tbe Israeli 
occupation authorities, reports 
said. 

Police said they arrested a 24- 
year-old Arab teacher in GaHlee 
tor allegedly daubing die red,, 
black, green and white colours of 
the Palestinian flag on a blade- 
board and telling tos third-grade 
class “This is foe flag of our 
state.” 

The first company of settler 
reservists wfll be assigned next 
week to the Hebron district in tbe 
occupied West Bank, the radio 
reported. 

Uri Ariel, head of the West 
Bank “settlement council,” said 
settlers would make good soUficrs 
in the territories. 


‘There is no doubt that our 
knowledge of the field, of Arab 
and Jewish settlements, and 
motivation... will certainly make 
such a company top notch,” he 
said. 

Five left-wing parties filed ur¬ 
gent motions in parliament de¬ 
manding foe practice be blocked 
or at least be debated before it is 
implemented. 

“Years of experience show this 
is a sure-fire recipe for blood¬ 
shed,” Haim Oron of the socialist 
Mapam told the radio. The liber¬ 
al Shimxi party accused Rabin of 
“playing with dynamite.” 

Since tbe start of tbe uprising, 
24 of 607 Palestinians kilted dur¬ 
ing unrest have been shot by 
Jewish settlers, according to tbe 
Israeli human rights group Bet- 
setem. 

The latest suspected shooting 
by a settler was Oct. 12 when an 
unidentified Jewish man driving a 
yellow Volvo fatally shot a 17- 
year-old shepherd, Abdallah 
Taha, when Ins car was stoned, 
the Haaretz daily reported. 

Taba’s death was listed as un¬ 
explained when.it occurred, bat 
the army confirmed Wednesday 
that police were investi ga t in g the 
case. 



King meets U.S. army commander 


AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Majesty King Hussein 
received at foe Royal Court Wednesday foe chief 
of foe U.S. Central Military Command, General 
Scwarzkopf. Tbe meeting was attended by Jorda¬ 
nian Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Fathi 
Abu Taleb and U.S. Ambassador to Jordan 
Roscoe Suddaxth. 

Scwarzkopf, who arrived earlier in tiie day, 
was also received by Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, who Hkrnsa<»H with Him bilateral 


relations. The meeting was attended by Abu 
Taleb and tiie American ambassador. 

Abu Thleb held, a meeting earlier in foe 
morning with Scwarzkopf at tbe Armed Forces 
General Headquarters. The two reviewed tbe 
situation in the region and matters of interest to 
both sides. The meeting was attended by the 
Chief of Staff’s assistants, the American ambas¬ 
sador and militar y attache in Amman 


Clerics pursue mediation 
amid Aoun’s new threat 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
Christian church stepped in 
Wednesday to try to end a row 
between parliament and Christ¬ 
ian army chief General Michel 
Aoun which threatens an Arab 
peace plan. 

fliTCtian political sources said 
senior clerics of different Christ¬ 
ian sects urged Aoqnat a meeting 
not to dissolve parliament, called 
by Arab mediators to meet in 
Beirut by next Tuesday to elect a 
new president and pass political 
reforms. 

Aoun has threatened to dis¬ 
solve parliament to prevent tbe 
implementation of the peace 
agreement, which he rejected for 
fading to ensure a swift Syrian 
troop withdrawal from Lebanon. 

The general demands that 
Christian deputies first seek his 
approval and that of tbe 
Lebanese people for foe peace 


puties return to east Beirut.” 

All but a handful of the 31 
Christian deputies who attended 
the Taif talks have stayed outside 
Lebanon because of threats by 
Aoon's supporters to ItiD them 
for agreeing to the Taif pact. 

Deputies could meet outside 
Beirut if Aoun blocked the ses- 


Five patriarchs and representa¬ 
tives of Lebanon's other Christ¬ 
ian churches met Wednesday in 
the mountain village of BkirkL, 
northeast of Beirut, and decided 
to try and mediate. 

They agreed no election should 
be held outside Lebanon but 
Aoun should be asked to take no 


sion, due to be field at a tempor- decision which could not be n- 
-•-. •- - ■ versed, such as dissolving parlia¬ 
ment, political sources said. 


plan which they and Muslim par¬ 
liamentarians agreed in Taif, 
Saudi Arabia. 

“I think the season will not be 
held,” Aoun told Al Diyar news¬ 
paper in an interview published 
Wednesday. “There will be no 
session before (Christian) de¬ 


my parliament bouse on green 
line battle zone splitting Beirut 
into a Christian east and a Mus¬ 
lim west. 

Asked what he would do if they 
met at Diznan northeast of Beirut 
for elections, Aoun told Al 
Diyar. “I would immediately use 
my powers to dissolve parliament 
before it goes ahead.” 

Many deputies, however, 
would almost certainly ignore 
such an order from Aoun, who 
was appointed to head a Christian 
military cabinet before President 
Amin Gemayel ended his term 
last year. 

Arab League envoy I^khdar 
Ibrahinri discussed plans for tbe 
parliament session with Hussein 
Husseim, the Muslim caretaker 
speaker of parliament, who re¬ 
turned to Lebanon Wednesday. 


Aoun carried his war against 
Syrian troops to the United Na¬ 
tions, demanding their removal 
from his country and darming 


they have assasrinated religious 
and political leaders. 

In a letter delivered to Secret¬ 
ary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, Aoun demanded the re¬ 
moval of all foreign occupation 
troops from Lebanon, including 
the Israelis, but particularly casti¬ 
gated tiie Syrian army. 

But, the five permanent mem¬ 
bers of the Security Council 
issued a statement Tuesday back¬ 
ing the Arab plan to end the 
Lebanese civil war calling on ad 
Lebanese to work for its imple¬ 
mentation. 


U.N. 
seeksto 
cement 
Gulf 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — U.N. 
envoy Jan Eliasson, on a peace 
shuttle to end 34 months of cold 
war between Iraq and Iran and 
get talks going again, met Iraqi 
leaders Wednesday to fry to 
break tbe no-war no-peace im- 


President Saddam Hussein was 
quoted by Baghdad Radio as 
telling Eliasson that Iraq wanted 
peace but there was nothing in 
Iran’s record that showed it 
wanted die same. 

Tran’s record was different... 
there is nothing in its record that 
painted to its desire to achieve 
peace,” Baghdad Radio quoted 
Hussein as saying. 

“It is demanded that Iran 
pro ves its win to achieve a dur¬ 
able peace, which Iraq and the 
United Nations have always cal¬ 
led for,” Hussein said. 

Eliasson said when he arrived 
in Baghdad Tuesday that the 
.state of no-war, no-peace be¬ 
tween Iran and Iraq lmd to end. 

T am confident that Iraq win 
respond and work to frilly imple¬ 
ment (Security Council) Resolu¬ 
tion 598,” he said. “We are re¬ 
quested to move towards the 
achievement of an all out peace, 
to encomge peace and coopera¬ 
tion in the region.” 

Several rounds of talks be¬ 
tween Iran and Iraq quickly stal¬ 
led after a U.N.-sponsored cease¬ 
fire hailed the eight-year-long 
Gtdf war in August, 1988. 

Eliasson is expected to spend 
three weeks shuttling between 
Baghdad and Tehran, with no set 
schedule. 

Tbe issues that continue to 
hamper progress indude ex¬ 
change of the 100400 prisoner 
of war (PoWs) each side holds, 
withdrawal of troops to borders 
bofosides will agree on and con¬ 
trol over tbe Shatt Al Arab 
waterway that forms tiie southern 
border between the two coun¬ 
tries. 

Iraq’s state-run media wel¬ 
comed EBassoa’s effort and said 
Iraq would give him all assistance 
be needs to lead his mission to 
success. 


Saudi diplomat 
killed in Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agesdes) — Gun¬ 
men assassinated a Ara¬ 
bian diplomat in West Beirut 
Wednesday following threats 
by pro-Iranian ex t remi st s to 
sabotage a peace plan worked 
out in Sandi Arabia to end 
Lebanon’s dvfl war. 

Po&ce identified the viefon as 
Mohammad Marzouqi, a per¬ 
sonnel officer in the Saudi 
finbassy a Damascus, who 
visitmg the Lebanese capital. 

Be was ettmbhig into a grey 
embassy ttmoushie fo tbe Taflrt 
Khayyat district at 9£0 m 
(0730 GMT), when three gun¬ 
men opened up with sub- 
machine guns equipped with 
sflencers, a police spokesman 
said. 

“Death was instantaneous,” 
said the spokesman “The 
in a waiting 


MarzoaqFs driver, Ahmed 
Saeed SaBran, a Syrian, suf¬ 
fered a minor gunshot wound 
•in the hand, the spokesman 
said. 

Marzouqi was a frequent 
visitor to Beirut because he was 
in charge of the affairs of the 
Lebanese employees of the 
Sand! Embassy in Beirut, 
dosed down ssace it was ran¬ 
sacked and burned by zealots 
loyal to Iran in 1985. 

The shadowy Islamic Jihad 
(holy war), which holds two 
American hostages in Leba¬ 
non, claimed responsibility for 
the attack and that the dead 
man worked for Saudi foteS- 
gence. 

In Riyadh, tbe Saudi Foreign 
Ministry demanded Lehaaon 
arrest and punish the killers. 


Krenz saysE. German demonstrations a good sign 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — East 
German leader Egon Krenz met 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev Wednesday and said 
a ft er w ar ds be thought the de¬ 
monstrations racking bis country 
were 4! good sign that fen- 
-damental change was under way. 

Krenz, speaking at a news oon- 
fejeoce after three horns of talks 
with Gorbachev, also denied he 
was a hardliner and said be in¬ 
tended to 'apply the Kremlin's 
perestroika reforms in his - own 
country. 

“Many people are out on foe 
S&fects.lo show that they want 
betier socuKsm and the renova¬ 
tion of society. And so I believe 


' that tfri* is a good sign, an indica¬ 
tion that we are at a turning poim 
in the life of the GDR (East 
Germany),” be said. 

Krenz left for Moscow Tuesday 
as tens of thousands of East 
Germans demonstrated to de-. 
mand free elections, legalised 
opposition groups and an end to 
press censorship. The previous 
day up to half a millio n people 
were np foe streets. 

- Krenz pledged to renovate 
sociaism to help satisfy their de¬ 
mands and said die East German 
leadership would listen to every¬ 
thing they had to say.,. 

“We-will take-up every idea 
that is expressed,” he said.. 


At the same time he rejected 
the notion that his dose associa¬ 
tion with former East German 
Communis t Party chief Erich 
Honecker, whom he replaced Isat 
month, made him a hardliner. 

To be a hardliner or not to be 
a hardfiner, that is not the ques¬ 
tion at all,” he said. “I do not 
consider myself a hardliner, I 
conrider. myself to be a serving 
member of my party.” 

East Germany’s main opposi¬ 
tion group, New Forum, moved 
dose to winning official recogni¬ 
tion Wednesday as the commun¬ 
ist authorities, said they might lift 
a ban imposed on foe Movement 
is September. 


Tbe Interior Ministry said it 
was reconsidering the group's ap¬ 
plication for legal registration in 
response to a request from an 
official of the Christian Democra¬ 
tic Party, one of four small poli¬ 
tical parties long obedient to the 
communists. 

Western diplomats said foe 
announcement cleared the way 
for legalisation of New Forum, 
which claims more than 30,000 
active members, but that the au¬ 
thorities were likely to insist tbe 
group accept East Germany’s 
Communist political order. 

The upheavals have turned into 
East Germany's worst alas since 
an abortive workers’ uprising in 


1953. They forced foe leader of 
foe official trade onion move¬ 
ment, pofitboro member Harry 
Tisch, to announce Tuesday that 
he would resign. 

The authorities, who de¬ 
nounced New Forum in Septem¬ 
ber as a subversive organisation, 
gave it de fecto recognition last 
week by arranging talLs between 
senior party officials and several 
prominent activists in the group. 

Diplomats said New Forum, a 
disparate collection of partists, 
intellectuals, environmentalists 
and some workers, now bad to 
meet foe challenge of presenting 
specific proposals for improving 
conditions in East Germany. 


Lawson crisis cuts 
Thatcher down to size 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s gov- 
emmcpl crisis has inflicted lasting 
damage^ on Prime Minister Mar¬ 
garet Thatcher's leadership and 
strengthened key pro-European 
ministers in her cabinet, political 
sources said Wednesday. 

Conservative Party critics of 
Thatcher's abrasive treatment of 
colleagues expect a softer, more 
cooperative style to emerge from 
foe wreckage of Nigel Lawson’s 
acrimonious resignation as chan¬ 
cellor of foe exchequer. 

Lawson dealt a decisive blow 
when he told parliament Tuesday 
that “an fll-concealed iceberg” of 
disagreements with Thatcher had 
forced him to quit. 

His attack followed an appeal 
to Thatcher tty senior ministers 
and rank-and-file conservative 
members of parliament to adopt a 
Jess confrontational manner of 
cabinet management. 

Thatcher aides said she had no 
intention of complying but poli¬ 
tical sources said the reality was 
likely to be different. 

After two full-scale cabinet 
rows and ministerial reshuffles 
since August, they said Thtcher 
was now flanked by colleagues 
who could not be sacked without 
tearing the government apart and 
who would be more ready to defy 
her. 

Newspaper columnist Peter 


Jenkins, writing in foe Indepen¬ 
dent, said: “Her imperial prime 
ministership may be over, at teas! 
for the time being... the prime 
minister is no longer full mfci re s : 
of her cabinet.” 

Public infla t i on with Thatcher 
has been spuned by her quarrels 
with allies m the European Com¬ 
munity, tbe NATO alliance and 
the Commonwealth. 

Deputy Prime Minister Sir 
Geoffrey Howe, Foreign Secret¬ 
ary Douglas Hurd and new Chan¬ 
cellor John Major hve exploited 
tbe criris to .underline their inde¬ 
pendence on major policies. 

Thatcher’s setback with Law- 
son is likely to weaken her efforts 
to slow sterling’s full integration 
into the exchange rate mechan¬ 
ism of tiie European Monetary 
System (EMS). 

Lawson called Tuesday for this 
to occur as soon as it is practic¬ 
able. His view is shared by other 
ministers, including Howe, who 
take a more positive view of the 
community. 

Major distanced himself from 
Thatcher in his House of Com¬ 
mons debut as foreign minister 
when he said membership was 
not a question of whether but 
when. 

He wifl outline the govern¬ 
ment’s position in a frill statement 
to parliament Thursday. 


.Tonight and every Thursday . 


Dine and dance at in tbe best restaurant 

MANDY’S RESTAURANTS 

With Arabian and international music and the famous singer 
Nahawand and the Spiders band 
For reservation call: 687920, 687930, 687940 
Ministry of Industry and Tkade Street, Shmehanl, 
beside Concord Cinema. 












































iVtlddle East News 

Bashir vows to defeat 
rebels before end of year 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s 
military leader, stung by his first 
major battlefield defeat since he 
seized power in Jane, has vowed 
to crush southern rebels by the 
end of the year. 

Exhorting his troops at the 
frontline Tuesday in Blue Nile 
province where the border town 
of A1 Kurmuk fell at the 
weekend. General Omar Hassan 
A1 B ashir said: “This year will 
witness the end of the rebels.” 

B ashir postponed a visit to 
North Yemen to inspect his 
troops, who withdrew from the 
town in the face of swelling by the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) based inside Ethiopia. 

“All preparations to return to 
Al Kurmuk and other positions 
held by the rebels have been 
completed,” the armed forces 


daily quoted Him as saying. 

The SPLA vowed to prevent 
Bashir from retaking the town 
and threatened to advance to a 
government-he Id town ftirther 
north. 

Sudan's state radio and televi¬ 
sion, mirroring the military’s war 
mood, have been broadcasting 
martial music. 

Bashir has declared a series of 
unilateral ceasefires and urged 
the SPLA to talk peace. 

Diplomats have said large 
amounts of arms and ammunition 
have been flooding into Khar¬ 
toum recently. 

The SPLA, led by former army 
Colonel John Garang, has fought 
since 1983 to end what it sees as 
unjust domination of the largely 
Christian and animkt south by 
the Arab Muslim north. 


British-based Iranian 
reporter confesses to 
spying in Iraq for Israel 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — An 
Iranian-born reporter with the 
London Sunday Observer has 
said in a television interview that 
he was on a spying mission for 
Israel when arrested last month in 




He said he met Parish, who 
worked at the Ibn Al Bitar Hos¬ 
pital in Baghdad, on a previous 
trip in 1988, and that she had 
helped him take pictures of va¬ 
rious Iraqi sites. 


The rebels made major gains, 
capturing at least 12 garrison 
towns over the past year, until 
May when a series of unilateral 
ceas e fires led to a de facto truce. 

Chief-of-Staff Lieutenant- 
General Ishaq Ibrahim Omar told 
the aimed forces daily that Ethio¬ 
pian troops had given the SPLA 
massive help in its attack on Al 
Kurmuk. 

He said Sudanese soldiers who 
took part in the fighting had told 
him that a number of Ethiopian 
soldiers and foreigners were 
among those killed. He gave no 
details. 

Ethiopia has denied its troops 
took part. 

State Radio Omduiman said 
the Foreign Ministry summoned a 
top Ethiopian diplomat in Khar¬ 
toum and handed Him an official 
protest. 

Bashir had said cm taking pow¬ 
er that a peaceful settlement in 
the south was his government’s 
top priority. 

He bad invited Garang to take 
part in a peace conference which 
ended last month with vague 
proposals for a federal system 
and a better share of develop¬ 
ment for the south. 

Garang turned down the invita¬ 
tion and maintained that any set¬ 
tlement must include the repeal 
of Islamic Sharia laws introduced 
six yeas ago but largely dormant 
since 1985. 



As Beit Sahour residents celebrated the end of an 
Israeli blockade of the village, a Renter photo¬ 
grapher reported seefag a soldfer beat a Palestinian 


and kick in the stomach. When a crowd gathered, 
the soldier and his two comrades let the Palestinian 
go on fate way. 


Beit Sahour celebrates 
end of Israeli blockade 


BEIT SAHOUR, occupied West 
Bank (AP) — The army took 
down the barricades around this 
Palestinian town Tuesday, ending 
42 days of seizing cars, furniture 
and other goods to crush a tax 
boycott. Jubilant residents took 
to the streets to shout victory. 

But as hundreds of the town¬ 
speople waved “V” signs and 
sang, military authorities claimed 
they had succeeded in breaking 
tile revolt, seizing more than 


-arzad Bazoft, 31, has an Ira¬ 
nian passport with the right of 
residence in Britain. He was 
travelling on British documents 
when he was arrested Sept. 15. 

In the 25-minute interview 
screened by the state television, 
he said the British government 
was aware that he was an Israeli 
spy, and that ins job as a reporter 
was only for cover. 

Bazfot said he was “recruited 
by Israeli intelligence officers in 
London in 1987,” when be was 
desperate to stay in Britain but 
(fid not have the means. 

The officers, who fist posed as 
friends, hired him by offering to 
help him stay in Britain. The gave 
him money and found him the job 
with the Observer, he said. 

They later trained him on how 
to gather nformation they needed 
and how to write intelligence 
reports, he said. 

He said his main job was “to 
gather information about Iraq’s 
economic and military industrial 
targets, and information about 
the political situation and the 
morale of the people during and 
after the Gulf war." 

A ceasefire halted the war in 
August last year. 

Bazfot mentioned at least one 
previous visit to Iraq in 1988. 

He spoke in English and an 
interpreter translated his answers 
into Arabic. It was not dear when 
the interview was recorded. 

He appeared calm, and dean- 
shaven. He wore a blue jacket, a 
striped beige shirt and a dotted 
black tie. 

Asked if the British govern¬ 
ment was aware that he was an 
Israeli spy, he said: “Yes, they 
were." 

Asked if Britain had protested 
that, he said no. 

“The Israelis are very effective 
and active in the United King¬ 
dom, and both countries have 
strong relations and mutual in¬ 
terests,” he added. 

Bazfot admitted that a British 
nurse. Daphne Parish, 45, who 
was arrested in September for 
unknown reasons, was an ac¬ 
quaintance who had helped him' 
obtain a four-wheel drive car to 
travel around Iraq. 



Third Charity March 

in Amman on Friday, November 17th, 1989 


BLAW HOTEL 
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In cooperation with: 
■ Bank of Jordan Ltd 


Under the patronage of 

Her Majesty Queen Noor al Hussein 

The Society for Care of Neurological Patients 
in Palestine Hospital 

and Al-Hussein Society for the Rehabilitation 
of the Physically Handicapped 
will sponsor 

The Third Annual Charity March 
in Amman on Friday, November 17th, 1989 

For further information, please call 660 296 


Plaza Hotel ■ Ghadeer Water 


three milli on shekels (SI .5 mil¬ 
lion) to make up for unpaid taxes. 

“We are always collecting 
taxes. We have always collected 
taxes. We are the authorities,” 
Shaike Erez, head of the West 
Bank “military government,” 
said on Israel radio. 

Han an Banura, a 25-year-old 
mother of two whose husband is 
in jail for refusing to pay taxes, 
said the town's defiance streng¬ 
thened the 22-month Palestinian 
uprising. 

The bulldozers that 
away the earthen mound 
off the Arab town of 10,000 
people ended Beit Sahour’s role 
as a symbol of die revolt against 
occupation. 

Beit Sahour, known mostly for 
the fields were depherds first 
learned of Christ’s birth, kept up 
the boycott of Israeli taxes 
ordered by the leaders of the 


bed 


uprising long after most other 
Palestinians gave in to Israeli 
pressures. 

Much to Israel’s consternation, 
the tax revolt has gotten as much 
publicity as the uprising's persis¬ 
tent violence. Journalists who 
sneaked into Beit Sahour de¬ 
scribed refrigerators, rugs, cars, 
televisions and all maimer of 
goods being hauled away. 

On one side, townspeople com¬ 
plained against “taxation without 
representation.” On the other, 
Israel claimed it was seizing 
goods only to collect taxes to 
support local schools, roads and 
other services. 

Meron Benvenisti, a former 
Israeli deputy mayor of Jeru¬ 
salem who has researched the 
West Bank for 10 years, said in 
1986 that Israel collected more 
taxes than it spent on the occu¬ 
pied territories. 



huddle east news in brief. 
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9,194 Soviet Jews emigrate, 1,464 in Israel 

TEL AVIV (AP) — A total of 9,194 Jews have emigrated from 
the Soviet Union m October, md 1,464 ^ axnved m tod, p ^ 
the news agency Irim reported Tuesday. Un Gordon, bead of the V- 
immigration department at the Jewish * S 03 ®;#"- 

eramental body that help handle new arrivals, told Kim that a 
total of 51,080 Jews have left the Soviet Umon so far tins year. Of 
them, some 7,275 arrived in Israel, with the rest choosing to seek 
resettlement in other Western countries, Gordon sad. Gordon ; 

said 284,550 Soviet Jews have requested sponsors abroad so far 4-^ >s -- _ 
this year. Israeli officials predict half will come here. ' 

Arafat seeks Algerian help 

ALGIERS (R) — Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 

Her man Yasser Arafat said Tuesday he had a sked A lgerian 
President CSracffi Benjedid in talks to help push forwar d Midd le <A ^ fa 
East peace efforts. “I asked Chadli Benjedid to deploy efforts... JV" _• dif¬ 
fer the holding without delay of an international conference so we >?& 
ran install a just and global peace in Palestine and the Mkkfle ■ 

East,” Arafat told reporters. In remarks carried by the Algerian: . 
news agency APS Arafat said he had also discussed JxadTs^t^. ? >. 
practices in the occupied territories, including attacks on religions c? ^ >-■ - 
Shrines in occupied Jerusalem. 

Soviet minister arrives in Tehran 

r iS " vl ” ? . I -1 • | 

NICOSIA (R) — The Soviet Union's minister for foreign Jp* ***" 
eco no mic relations arrived in Tehran Wednesday at the head of ^ 
an economic delegation, the Iranian news agency IRNA reported. 

IRNA, received in Nicosia, said Konstantin Katushev was met by 
Iranian Minis ter of Economic and Financial Affairs Mohsen 
Nourbakhsh. Katushev said on arrival Moscow was re ady 
cooperate with Tehran in economic fields and he expressed the',££_- ^ 
hope that mutual ties would expand further, IRNA reported. ,^ — 

Spain offers asylum to death row Iranians.!^5% 

. -a?' ■ iC - " 

MADRID (R) — Spain has offered political asylum to 24 women 
facing execution in Iran but a Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
admitted their case seemed hopless. “They could be shot at any 
moment,” said the ministry's human rights office director $ 
Mercedes Rico. But in the unlikely event they were freed they ^ c trsvsr 
would find asylum in Spain, she said. “It’s an almost impos&fcte;^ - 
case,” she told Reuters. “It is not normal for people sentenced 
death to be freed, but this might save their lives by m a king ::: -.v 

government realise other countries are concerned.” Rioo sakf-^ ^ - ;*• -in¬ 
human rights groups reported that 24 of 107 women sentenced ^aueiix* ■» 
death for their political beliefs had been moved from Tehran's^ 

Evin prison, apparently for immine nt executition. The Democra¬ 
tic Organisation of Iranian Women has said that its 78-year-old. 
president, Mariam Firuz, and another of its leaders, 72-year-old 
Maleke Mohamadi. 


Vincennes victim’s widow files case 


.\nErJ 

TSo.T.r*- 


SEATTLE(AP)—The widow of a man who died in the downing ^^, 3 . . . 
of an Iranian passenger jet by a U.S. missile in 1988 is suing the‘ 

United States government. The suit was filed in Seattle because 
Nfitra Koohi, the plaintiff, has an unde living in Bellevue, 
Washington, who bolds her power of attorney. She and their two . ..... 
daughters are dtizens of Iran. Timothy Farris and Mary Kay 
Becker, the lawyers who filed the case as a dass action seeking'’ 
unspecified damages in U.S. district court, said they believed 3 ‘^ “ ;i 
was the first suit stemming from the shooting down of the airbus a c: 

plane flown by Iran Air Lines on July 3, 1988. 
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QUALIFIED COMMERCIAL 
OFFICER TO WORK IN ITS 
COMMERCIAL SECTION 


The position calls for a mature and dynamic .■ 
individual who will respond to requests for 
information on a wide variety of subjects and assist in 5 
the preparation of mrketing strategies based on a 
thorough knowledge of local business practices.,. ■ 

The candidate should preferably have at least 5 : 

years of international commercial experience and a V 
univeristy degree in a related field. He or she should 
be fluent in English and Arabic and also have a good w 
knowledge of computers. Fluency in French is highly . : 5j^ESS'; 
desirable. 

The successful candidate must be able to work 
independently with minimal supervision. 




CANDIDATES FITTING THE ABOVE 
DESCRIPTION SHOULD FORWARD 
A COMPLETE RESUME TO: 

P-O. Box: 830-683, AMMAN, JORDAN. 


rs 1 -. j J 


r.V. DUX. 04U-OOO, MIHMMN, JUKUAN. ; *v;:v. 

The deadline for applications is Nov. 9,1989. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

1&30 . Koran 

I5M .Programme review 

|5s4S .............. Children programme 

17:00 . Hit Squad 

18.-00 .News for Ihe Deaf 

1&28 . Religions programme 

19:15 .Health programme 

19:40 .Programme review 

2M0.News in Arabic 

*30.Local series 

21:30.Programme review 

21:40 . Local programme 

73M .Ncwsin Arabic 

23:10 . ArabilHm 

PROGRAMME TWO 

17 JO ..Le Monde Est a vons 

19HW... Ncwsin French 

19:15.Aujourd TXni en France 

*30 .News in Hebrew 

1*45 .Varieties 

2M0 .News in Arabic 

*30.Guinness Record 

21:10 .Max Headroom 

SM.NcwsinEnghsh 

2220 Feature film: “Rehearsal for 

Murder” 

HAYES TUNES 

9*39.Fajr 

05:48 .—... (Sonnsc)Du&m 

11.19 .....Dhuhr 

1423 .*Asr 

lfcSl .Maghreb 

18.-99. ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mar; Nazareth Church SwHDeh 

Td. 810740 

Assemblies of God Chordi, Tel. 
63278$. 

St. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 


Church of the Anmmrinfloa Tel. 
637440. 

De la Sde Church Td. 661757 
Tmrasaata Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Ajnmnciatfoa Tel. 
623S41. 

AagBcaa Church TcL 625383. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Cbarch Td. 771751. 
Amman Lderuatlonal Church Tel. 
827981, 685326. 

Evangelical Lut h e ra n Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Cbarch of Jesus Chris* a t Latter* 
Day Saida TcL 815817 and 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A slight rise in temperatures is ex¬ 
pected! and winds will be northweleriy 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds wifi be 
noitheify moderate and seas calm, 

Mm. /mug ffiflip, 

Amman. 19/24 

Aqaba. 15/28 

Deserts. 8/26 

Jordan ViDe?. 14 / 29 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 22. Aqaba 27, Htnnwfity read in gs: 
Amman 38 per emu, Aqaba 38 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Imran .. 653999 



Other Flights (Terminal ( 2 ) FOR. FRIDA Y 


Dr. Amjad Nawwas .781806 

Dr. Khalil Eida.795392 

Dr. Saecd Abu Halab.649846 

Pints pharmacy. 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy.778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy .637055 

Nammkh pharmacy ..623672 

Al Salma pharmacy.636730 

Yacoob pharmacy .644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy.637660 

DRBQ>: 

Dr. ShribdaAlZagb . (_) 

AlSharaa' pharmacy. I9SS238) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mtsbah Al Hijjawi. (—) 

Kbafifeh pharmacy.985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Crwl Defence Department.661111 

Gvfl Defence tmmerfis^ 

Rescue.63034] 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue Police.192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade. 891228 

Blood Bank.775121 

Kghway Police.843402 

Traffic Police.896390 

Pubbe Security Department630321 

Hotel Comp laint* ...606800 

Price CompfamB.661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints ..897467 

Amman Municipality 
CbmpWnis...787111 


Telephone Information 

(t hrcct ot y assistance) . 121 

Overseas dolls.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs.623101 

Abdaa Telephone Repairs .661101 

Jordan TderisKm...773111 

Rarfio Jordan.774111 

Water Authority .680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Ele c t ri c Power 

Company.6 36381 

RJ Flip! Information. 08-53200 

Qu ee n Aha Ind. Airport.0S-532D0 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre.813813732 

Kha&di Maternity, J. Aon — 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Anna...- 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity.642362 

Mafitas,). Amnttfi .. 636140 

P«Wwv «amtf«ani .. 664171/4 

Shnvwaai Hospital —.669131 

U ni ve rs ity Hospital.845845 

Al-Muasher Hosxtal . 667227/9 

Tbe blamic, Abaaii.666127/37 

Al-Ahh, Abdah . 664164/6 

Itafian, Al-Mnhaircen ........ 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh.775111/26 

Anny. Marta .891611/15 

Overt Alia Hospital.o0224tf50 

Amal Hospital...674155 

ZARQA: 

ZutraGovt- Hospital-(09)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital ., (09)991071 


Ibn Sinn Hospital . <09)986732 

DUMD: 

P rin ce s s Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AlNalera Hospital (021247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian f RJ) atioraulkm depart¬ 
ment at the Ouecn Aha lotcraarioaal 
Airport Tel. {08)53200-5. where k 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 

04:45 Singapore, Koala Lumpur) 

09:00. Damascus ( 

69:15.Aqaba ( 

0*20 .New Delhi) 

0fc30 .Cairo) 

0W5 .Abu Dhabi, Bahrain) 

I0ri».Dhahran, Knwait ( 

16:15 . London i 

lfc30.Lsnuca(Rj) 

n.*00.Bagbd 

17M .... New York, Amsterdam) 

17-JO .Cairo (Rlj 

18:10.Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 


1«J0 .Bangkok (RJ) 

19:45.Rome (Rj> 

06:15.Baghdad (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2 ) 

09:10 ..Sanaa (LH) 

10^0 . Baghdad (1A) 

12*S .. rtyadh(SV) 

1*40 . Kuwait (KU) 

M55 . Muscat, Bahrain (GF> 

14J0 . Dhahran (EK) 

15 J 0 .Dubai (EK) 

IWfl.Amsterdam (KL) 

19J5. Frankfort (LH) 

20:10 .Zorich, Lanuea (SR 

21*.Cairo (MS' 

00* .London (BA 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal ( 1 ) 


*7*00 .-.-.Aqaba (RJ) 

*6*45 . RomciRJ) 

JJ*30. LanracafRj) 

*3^0. Baghdad (|m 

£6-4®.Kuwait, AbnDhaW(IU) 

2Kt 0 .. 

2WB.Bahrain. 

2 ®*^.Ohtai.Mwcat^J) 

.Bangkok (RJ) 

.Jeddah (RJ) 

21 JO Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 


0M4 .Damascus, Paris (AF) 

10:10. Frankfurt (LH) 

«1* .Baghdad (1A) 

13* . Wyadb (SV) 

14* . Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

15*.Kuwait (KU) 

15l 30 .Ankara. Istanbul fHC) 

1*3# .Damascus. Dubai (EK) 

MARKET PRICES 


Upperftowcr price in Eb per kg. 

Apple (golden) . 420/360 

Banana . 450 / 400 

Banana (Mukammar). 400 / 350 

Bern . 600 / 550 

Cabbage. 220/180 

Cam*. 350/300 

Cauliflower. 260/200 

Corn. 250 / 200 

Cucumbers (large j. 180/140 

Cucumbers (small) . 250 / 180 

EM#*".-. 220/160 

Gan*. 900 / 800 

Groprfnat. 220/180 

S«P«a--.-. 450,-400 

Grapes (blade). 500 / 450 

Goara. 400 / 350 

. 220/180 

.. 160/120 

Marrow (targe).. 120/ 80 

Marrow (imafi). 250/180 

Okra- -..—... M0/S5O 

Owes,--- -. 620/500 

0“P-. 460/400 

|*l»P«P»t). 200/160 

. 200/160 

Pcmegxaaale . 350 / 300 

Potwo. 300/250 

Sap ... 650 / 550 

h-- 250/200 

Tomatoes.-. 350 / 300 

Water Melon.. 200/ 150 


JORDAN TQEVISKW 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

10*0.-..Koran 

J®;” .Children pro gramme 

gar-—“■ 

i4^e.!!!“”_ _ 

.-.—..TFeararefikB 

..Message from Ora® 

10:10.Local nrograaKK 

19-15 . Loadpl^une • 

^48 . Prpgramme.reriBw 

.Ncwsin Ante- 

77JO . f Aral Tn i^mnmKl 

.News summary in Andac 

23:10 . ...... PiTigyinwi* rftlL 

programme two 

17^0...French pin' 

^ .;.... NewsmFnjm* 

...-.DocmaoMUT 

IMt.hfcw» in Hebrew 

..,V..News in Ante.! 

20&30.. Mr. Belvedere 

21:10 .. MmtferShe Wrote 

. NewstnBngSsh 

22:28 .. _ c£hp - : 

.Threc’sCompM? , 

PRAYBtTItfES 


g«i —...Mr-Its 

05:49 -.-. rke) DaDM 

«-». Dbshr 

MSB. ‘Are 

fafe4f. Maghreb 

.. 
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the strongest candidates in the Third 



hw wtal to do whoa I heard this, I wanted to vote for 
.both-Xater, ft was discovered that tbe nu ao nr was unfounded. X 
jfejUk the hanxan instrument has discovered a new tof*** for 
discrediting Ms “most hated candidate.” 

ir 

TB3E GENERAL Security Department has banned die public from 
(ihi&rtag pfatnts of candidates and their slogans on any part of 
any car, private or pebBc, in accordance with Traffic law Number 

I3.r,v-. \ 

We are gratified: we knew this would happen all along and have 
designed empty square bona of wood furnished with leather 
snqieiaders -to be worn hyvotanteers. 

. _11 m hare four tare ttda on which candidates can plaster 
an j ifl hfa gtoey wanLTbe vrfmi tcc rse in stwta i wdfcatho n ai aoon a» 
jou itefre your ardor. 

To aider please send a letter to: Get Year Message Across Any 
Wpg-Y«n-.Can~ 

• : :!r. \ . . 

wtifIK recounting the names of candidates who are par ticipating 
in fafrfic debates in (he capital, a Jordanian reporter kept 
meodeping the po&tical leanings of each candidate. A foreign 
rtproter based in Amman, who was- Esteoing to the htf o n nal 
cMwetsatkm, asked mnocentiy: "Are candidates with absolutely no 
pofitira lfe nnfngs not balding any pohikr debates?'* 

• " ■ • • - 

THE ISLAMIC movement has invited the public to attend a public 
gatterfrig Friday in honour of she of its candidates in the First, 
Scami'and Third restricts of the «pWrf; 

“Tbe rafly wffl include dutnfa and national poems,” the 
mafljnjc«MSBt said, Tmt' there was an mention of hoMmg a 
questioMtuswer session between the public ami the candidates, 
.-frtli^ltoe ore questions which the candidates may not exactly 
lie 1 asked ? . 

UNIMPRESSIVE Observer, who 'b, by the way, a leader of a 
political movement, says bis movements* rand Mates “me afl diose 
who.ol.fBr a national unity between Jordanians and Paksttaians.” 
A guide reporter retorted: “Oh, then jour movement Is f M d fag 
sdndtt "every candidate'--in the elections.” 

■ •_ • . '• * ~ - 

AREAS which have a strong tribal presence agree that “bfanust** 
candidates “wM have a very sKra chance of wfrmfrig intbe elections 
became voters, will choose their tribal leader over the hfamsts.’* 
But then what happenswbena fa-foal leader is also an Igbwnka? 
We most admit that the answer te cu only be M Uam b the 
stdutionV wbrihR we fib iter not. . 

-• • ? -trie. 


THE YOUNGEST and tfe ^dest candidates in the Third District 
wffl lead m*wa&atbon in support of themselves mi Friday. The wafle 
wffl start s the Marriott Hotel and end at the oldest candidate's 
home in the FiftfeTCirde: They wffl probably reach the oldest 
candHbdefs borne; but the impartm* question is WHltbey leach the 
Lov^ Hoase of Parliainait?. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


_N0¥. 8 HOUDAY: An official statement issued Wednesday, by 
Prime Minister Sharif ZeiclBea Shaker^aid that Wednesday, Nov. 
8 ,-will-be a-public holiday. The announcement said that -this 
measure was taken to enable employees and workers to'vote in the 
general _ Sections... In another development, the Public. Security 


ofshapeor size, on vehicles. The PSD said thai placing stickers and 
potters on cars is considered as a violation of Article 13 of the 
trafflc-feW * 1 (Pttra)■ ' v '■ ■ -■ 

iNTERiOR jMINISTERS’ MEETING: Deputy Prime Minister 
'and J*fimsterof Interior Salem Masa’adeh Wednesday received a 
message fromEgyptian Minister of Interior Major-General Zaka 
Badr- The message, which was delivered by Egypt’s Ambassador, 
to Jordan Muhab Mnqbel, dealt with scopes of bilateral coopera- 
tkm and matters related to the Arab Interior Ministers Council 
meetings due to convene in Ca^. in December. Masa’adeh also 
rectived the BrezaSan ambassador to Jordan and discussed with 
inm-jnatters of common interest Jo both countries. (Petra). 

CAHTOGRAPHYUNIT; Minister of Energy and Mineral 
Resources Hisbam Al Kbatib Wednesday opened a cartography 
rani at- the ministry- The-unit wifi be entrusted withjrreparing 
geological maps needed for the ministry’s operations. The equip- 
menttortbe umtwas supplied by the British government 

JORDAN-W GERMANY PROJECT MEMO: The Cabinet 
Tuesday- endorsed an agreement oh exchange of memos of 
•undan ttaiyKri g between the governments of Jordan and the Federal 
Republic of Gennany dealing, with supporting a renewable energy 
resources project carried oat by the ^Ministry of Energy ami 
Mineral : Resources in cooperatibh with the Royal Scientific 

LUFTHANSAJJRESENTATION: Lufthansa’s area manager 
Mrl. Gct von Gfitz and his wife will host tonight a Lufthansa 
Bnriness Pass presentation with a show and gala dinner at Amra 

RB^TAI^TaPEBUTANTE: The next Hotel Jordan Inter- 
Onmpcn 2 al®ritistL Airways Playhouse production fnMn 7-12 
Nd^embea - , :1989 is. W ilHam Donglas Homes' “Tbe Reluctant. 
Debot a nte^^ttarringRarbara Murray & Frank Thornton. The play 
which is aiso sponsored by .Spinneys and Eagle Distilleries 
' Cbmpany obncerns the debutante who is totally uninterested in her 
motlK^s yaliant eflforts to ffvt her a successful ‘season’ and much 
prefer^ ^e company of horses to that of the chmless drips who are 
asrighcd to.her as'escorts. .The Reluctant. Debutante is written by 
the Hon“'WiHiam E)ouglas Home (yooi^er brother of Britain's 
rforB^r^Prkle^Minister, SSr Alec Douglas Home). (J.T.) . 


Jordan 
gearsup 
for media 
influx 

By Suhair Obekbt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 

information media apparatus is 
slowly gearing np to meet what 
coula perhaps be one of the 
major challenges in recent 
times; foreign and local media 
coverage of the Nov. 8 general 
elections. 

It is estimated at least 200 
foreign journalists, television 
crew and radio commentators 
and technicians will converge 
cm Amman to cover the King¬ 
dom’s first general elections in 
22 years. Logistically, it poses 
a major problem not only for 
the authorities directly in 
charge of elections bat also for 
the Telecommonications Cor¬ 
poration and other related 
bodies. 

A press centre is to be set up 
at the Plaza Hotel, under tire 
charge of the official spokes¬ 
man of tire Ministry of In¬ 
terior, Salaxneh Hammad. The 
centre will be equipped with 10 
international telephone lines 
and five local cares, four fasd- 
mile devices, two telex 
rtMchrnfts and four transmit¬ 
ters. Satellite ground station 

• folks, will be available through 
special arrangements with Jor¬ 
dan Television. 

Jordan' Television wilt 
broadcast election results ev¬ 
ery hour, but the final results 
will be announced by Minister 
of Interim: Salem Masa’deb 
some time around Thursday 
noon. 

The Ministry of Information 
has arranged four trips in 
which four buses will take jour¬ 
nalists to tire polling centres in 
different parts of the Kingdom. 

One bus is to go to Kaxak, 
Ma’an, Tafileh and the south¬ 
ern desert, a second is destined 
for Mafraq, Irbid mid tbe 
northern bednoin region a 
third will go to Zarqa, Madaba 
and the central desert, and a 
fourth 1ms will go to Salt and 
the Jordan YaUey. Journalist 
seeking to take advantage of 
the fadlity should contact the 
Ministry of Information. 

Special Ministry of Interior 
badges will be issued to jour¬ 
nalists who wish tovirit piling 
centres. The badges authorise 
entry to tire centres during 
polling hoars but not after they 
dose. f 

Unofficial resales of polling 
in constituencies with relative¬ 
ly small number of votexs could 
be expected as early as late . 
Wednesday or early Thursday. 

Most observers expect a 
smooth process of balloting 
and doubt whether any repolt- 
ing win be necessary in any of 
tire polling centres. According 
to the Election Law of 1986 
and itt - amendments, some of 
tbe shntions that warrant re¬ 
potting are: 

• — The total number of bal¬ 
lots poUed in a district or poll¬ 
ing centre exceeds by five per 
cent the number of total voters 
in tire designated district or 
polling centre. 

— The number of votes se¬ 
cured by two or more candi¬ 
dates are exactly tbe same. In 
this case, repotting will be con¬ 
ducted only for the particular 
seat in the constituency. 





Amman streets are adorned with thousands of 
banners proclaiming the platforms of candidates 


in tbe Nov. 8 general elections. (Photo by Yousef 
Al ‘Allan) 


Elections and the electorate 
— the national identity factor 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — Despite the high num¬ 
ber of eligible Jordanian voters who 
trace their family roots to the other 
ride of the river Jordan*, the orga¬ 
nisation which represents Palesti¬ 
nians worldwide is not fielding any 
candidates in the Nqy. 8 elections 
for the Lower House of Parliament 
or attempting to influence tbe 
electorate as an organised group, 
according to election observers and 
officials. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO), recognised by the 
Arab World and majority of the 
international community as the sole 
representative of the Palestinian 
people, has officially said that it wiD 
not interfere in the poDs. "We are 
very happy about the elections in 
Jordan,*’ said a senior PLO official 
who lives in Amman. “The PLO 
sees the Jordanian elections as a 
very positive development,’’ said 
Mohammed Milbem. an executive 
member of the PLO and Palestine 
National Council (PNC) member. 

“Tbe election wiD strengthen Jor¬ 
dan's position in the international 
scene and anything that strengthens 
Jordan’s position will also streng¬ 
then the PLO.** MDhem told the 
Jordan Times in an interview. 

At the same time, be said, the 
PLO as an organisation is not in any 
way involved in influencing the 
elections. Bnt if indradual mem¬ 
bers of die PLO are supporting 
certain candidates, “they are ex- 
exaring their right as Jordanians,** 
MDhem said. 

‘‘My wife and children are going 
to vote as Jordanian, dtizens,** he 
added. “Bnt as a PLO official, I will 
not be voting.’' By law, no PLO 
official or PNC member is allowed 
to run in Jordanian elections, and 
Mnhem estimated the total number 
of such people at less than 600. 

Bnt tire line is very thin when it 
comes to defining involvement, 
especially concerning Palestinian 
(actions Much have what they de¬ 
scribe as Jordanian “branches” and 
supporting their own candidates in 
the elections. 

Thus, whereas the PLO as an 
entity is advocating strict neutrality. 
in tbe Jordanian elections, several 
FLO factions have rallied behind 
candidates and are openly cam¬ 
paigning for them. 

Several of these factions see unity 
of the Arab World as a prerequisite 
to the liberation of Palestine and 
they justify the existence of their 
“branches" in Arab countries based 
on tins ideological aignmenc. 

According to a candidate who is 
openly supported by one of these 
factions, his backers are “con¬ 
cerned with every aspect of Middle 
East politics, indnding Jordanian 
elections.” 

“Palestine is the central concern 
to us but we also are concerned 


with developments in tbe whole 
Arab World. AD the Arab coun¬ 
tries must play a pan in the libera¬ 
tion of Palestine, said the candi¬ 
date. 

“We consider ourselves a Jorda¬ 
nian party, not a branch of the PLO 
or any other group or institution in 
the election,’’ be said. 


PLO formally 
states stand 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Palestine , 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) | 
Wednesday issued a statement 
urging a& *- ii ***^ i * <»« r mum ig (hr 
(he Nov. 8 ejections to refrain from 
in volv in g it In any hid orriogan to 
win voters' favour; and said that 
the PLO ms by no means involved 
in any campaign for any of the 
candidates. 

Tbe s tot a nen t, issued by the 
embassy of the Slide of Palestine in 
Amman, said the appeal was made 
following rumours by candidates 
that the PLO su ppo rt s or approves 
of cerlate candidates. 

“lie FIX) highly appreciates 
Jordan’s position at the official and 
putafic levels, and its sapport for the 
straggle of the Psksthrian people in 
their nprising against Israeli 
occupati on and for affddenrini- 
tion on Palestinian sofl.” the state- 
meat said. 

“The PLO also appreciates the 
serious rtspoos&iflity taken by the 
Jordanian government to hold elec¬ 
tion as a purely Jordanian aflhir,** 
rii> dat win nt said. 

It said that the move was dearly 
designed to “reorganise Jordan’s 
do m estic affairs and an esdeavour 
to confront the common enemy and 
its expansionist deripis, specially to 
tbe wake of Jordan’s derision to 
sever legal and administrative ties 
with the eccnpkd West Bank.” 

Tbe PLO, the s t ate me nt con- 
dnded, “ app eals to aO candidates 
to refrahi from exploiting its name 
In the current miijiilgu in favour 
of any candidate —d ni t wn Ms 
detei urination not to int e rfer e in 
the in ter nal affairs of any Arab 
country.” 

But even if there were no official 
PLO candidates, whether sup¬ 
ported by the mainstream or any of 
the factions, die nature of 

Tftr danian -P alesrinian links appears 
to prompt voters to support candi¬ 
dates who they think can poritively 
influence Jordanian-Palestinian re¬ 
lations in the future. “They should 
vote and play a role in the country’s 
development bat no one expects 
them to forget their original identi- 
ry," said an election observer. “If 
Jordanians who are also members 
of the PLO support a candidate, 
then they are doing it as Jordanian 


dtizens and individnah,” he added. 

A recent study of candidates’ 
platforms published in tbe local 
press last week concluded that the 
nprising (intifada) and the Palesti¬ 
nian cause was the most frequently 
mentioned election issue. Many 
observers argue that support for the 
intifada is essential to a candidate's 
programme if be or she wants to 
reach marry of the electorate. 

This needs no further reminder 
than a cursory look at the election 
banners adorning Jordan’s streets 
appealing to Pales tinian and Arab 
nationalist sentiments. “No to an 
alternative homeland,” reads erne. 
“AD Arabs are Palratinian when 
liberation comes,” reads another. 

“The PLO is the sole legitimate 
representative of tire Palestinian 
people.'* reads another. 

“For some candidates, every¬ 
thing goes as long as it gets them 
votes," commented an Arab di¬ 
plomat. 

Voters* views 

Another facet of the complex 
Jordanian-Palestinian identity 
which is simultaneously intertwined 
and separate is how voters view the 
elections. 

The new 80-seat Lower House 
wffl have no West Bank representa¬ 
tion, in line with His Majesty King 
Hussein's decision to sever ties with 
tbe area in July 1988 after 37 years 
of unity. 

. Some Jordanians of West Bank 
and Gaza origin are hesitant to vote 
in what they consider a purely 
Jordanian affair, while others see 
no contradiction between exercis¬ 
ing their right to vote in the elec¬ 
tions and their national aspirations. 

“I have a Jordanian citizenship 
but I am also Palestinian,” said 
Yousef Al UDayan. “This is a 
difficult position in my opinion." 

Many residents of the Baqaa 
camp m tbe outskirts of Jordan 
interviewed by the Jordan Times 
said that it was their duty as Jorda¬ 
nians and Palestinians to elect 
candidates with East Bank origins 
because it was the time for at them 
to play a prominent role in Parlia¬ 
ment. 

“By voting in the elections, I wfll 
not lose my identity ,' 1 said a 
busines sman in the Third District. 

Another Third District voter 
said: “I am a Jordanian and a 
Palestinian at tbe same time. Perso¬ 
nally I am going to vote far candi¬ 
dates of East Bank origin since I 
think they should play the major 
rale in Parti ament" 

In tbe final analysts, one thing 
remains certain; whether originally 
Palestinian or Jordanian, the main 
concern of the voter is to ensure 
that a new, strong Parliament 
addresses national issues in their 
right framework and contribute to 
the Kingdom's development, politi¬ 
cally, socially, culturally and econo¬ 
mically. 


Cairo talks tackle financing 
of Arab voluntary societies 


By a Jordan Times 
.-.* Staff Writer 

CAIRO — The problem of 
financing tbe activities of volun¬ 
tary societies and difficulties of 
marketing their products was dis¬ 
cussed at the conference on the 
activities of private voluntary 
organisations in the Arab World 
Wednesday. 

Dr. Sari Nasser, a professor at 
the University of. Jordan, pre¬ 
sented a working paper on the 
role of charitable and voluntary 


societies in Arab countries on tbe 
second day of the conference, 
which is being attended by some 
300 delegates from the Arab 
World. 

The paper outlined various so¬ 
cial and voluntary work in Pales¬ 
tine and Jordan, and gave an 
outline of the creation and de¬ 
velopment of similar societies in 
Syria, Iraq and Lebanon. 

“Charitable and soda! work in 
these countries had served as an 
essential element in cementing 
cohesion within the Arab society 
and contributed towards bolster¬ 


ing the sense of national belong¬ 
ing,” Nasser said. He said that 
these organisations, by undertak¬ 
ing ambitious programmes that 
benefited mostly the needy of 
Arab society, have reduced the 
governments’ burden in dealing 
with social development matters. 

Referring to Jordan's experi¬ 
ment in social work, Nasser out¬ 
lined the work of the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies 
(GUVS), winch, he said, cares 
for the handicapped and the very 
needy. 


Colleges urged to arrange 
useful activities on holidays 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Community 
colleges in Jordan “have been 
urged in a circular by Minister of 
Higher Education Nassereddin 
Ai Assad to organise useful acti¬ 
vities for students during the 
coonny*s religious and national 
celebrations instead of lectures 
and speeches or recreational fes¬ 
tivals. . 

Tbe minister said that' such 
anniversaries, like die Prophet 
Mohammad’s birthday,. His 
Majesty King Hussein’s birthday 
and the Great Arab Revolt day 


should be celebrated in a manner 
that can best offer service to the 
country. 

In his circular, addressed to the 
deans of the 57 colleges in the 
country, Assad said college stu¬ 
dents ought to be (Erected to¬ 
wards providing social and volun¬ 
tary services to tbe hospitals, 
orphanages, centres for the re¬ 
habilitation of the handicapped, 
and other organisations. Students 
should.be able to offer help in 
planting trees in residential areas 
and to cany out afforestation 


projects, organise exhibitions and 
conduct campaigns to spread 
education and public awareness 
about various issues, the circular 
said. 

Assad also urged the commun¬ 
ity colleges to create scout and 
girl guide groups, which, he said, 
can take part in student and 
youth camps. 

Tbe minister requested the 
deans of community colleges to 
provide the Ministry of Higher 
Education with detailed reports 
on their {dans in this respect and 


Education challenge 
needs planning 
— Crown Prince 


AMMAN (Petra) — One of Jor¬ 
dan's main future challenges will 
be the growth in its population, 
which is bound to create a bigger 
problem for the country in tbe 
field of education. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
said Wednesday. 

“The education challenge re¬ 
quires organisational and plan¬ 
ning measures to be taken now 
including one pertaining to the 
work of teachers and parents’ 
councils,” the prince said in an 
address to a meeting attended by 
educationalists, teachers and pa¬ 
rents at Arnm oun Hotel. 

“Teachers and parents councils 
should prepare well-planned 
programmes for their work in 
each govern orate to contribute to 
the educational process,” Prince 
Hassan added. He said that these 
councils were needed so that 
schools in Jordan in the future 
wfll serve as educational, soda! 
and cultural centres for the com¬ 
munity. 

Prince Hassan said a newly 
established National Centre for 
Educational Development will 
embark on its task shortly. This 
centre, he said, was established 
within tbe framework of a nation¬ 
al effort to promote educational 
studies and research programmes 



H.R.H. Crown Prince Ha»am 

especially in helping to draw np 
educational strategies and prom¬ 
oting the educational process and 
to improve educational services 
at the lowest possible cos.t. 

At the outset of the m eeting, 
Minister of Education Adrian 
Badran said the meeting* winch 
was called by Prince Hassan, was 
designed to stimulate th e rote of 
the teachers and parent;; cotmcDs 
to operate as essential factors 
educational process. ^ 


Council 
set up to 
help the 
handicapped 

AMMAN (Petra) — A royal de¬ 
cree was issued Wednesday en¬ 
dorsing a law on the welfare of 
handicapped people and entrust¬ 
ing the Ministry of Social De¬ 
velopment with the task of impro¬ 
ving the conditions and rehabi¬ 
litation of the handicapped. 

Tbe law also provides for tbe : 
formation of a special council 
known as the National Council 
for the Welfare of Handicapped i 
Persons chaired by Minister of | 
Health and Social Development 
Znhair Malhas. Tbe council 
groups secretaries general of the 
ministries of education, health, 
higher education and social de¬ 
velopment as well as representa¬ 
tives of the ministries of culture 
and information, the National 
Medical Institution and a number 
of social development organisa¬ 
tions in tbe Kingdom. 

Following the Royal Decree, 
tbe council met under the chair¬ 
manship of Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d Ibn Zeid, and with 
the participation of Dr. Moham¬ 
mad Sqour from the Ministry of 
Social Development. 
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Election colours ;* 
— a blurred pris;inF 


By AbdnBah Hasanat 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The Islamic bloc 
for tbe Nov. 8 parliamentary 
elections raises the banner 
“Islam is the solution,” mean¬ 
ing the solution for all ills, be 
they national or universal. The 
bloc, nevertheless, concedes in 
its programme that ideologies 
for change are many, bnt that 
it only believes in Islamic 
methods for “changing the in¬ 
dividual. the family and the 
society.” 

The bloc calls fora “compre¬ 
hensive change in ail aspects of 
life; political, economic, soda], 
educational, informational, 
military and health.” The bloc 
calk for the adoption of Isla¬ 
mic shura—consultation — as 
a means for public participa¬ 
tion, as opposed to Western- 
style democracy, a concept 
many Islamic scholars maintain 
is alien to Islam. 

On the other end of the 
political spectrum of cam¬ 
paigning, leftists of all shades 
are calling for democracy and 
pluralism. The left, if one is 
allowed to use the expression, 
has also some radical solutions 
for some of tbe country’s prob¬ 
lems, notably the economic cri¬ 
sis, that have brought on the 
group the wrath of the print 
media. 

As matters stand these days, 
anything is possible in Jordan 
except a prediction of the col¬ 
ours (s) of the new parliament. 

It will certainly be up to tbe 
people to dedde the outcome , 
of tbe elections. Tbe “Islam- / 
ists” predict they witt win; they ' 
maintain that as the majority jj 
of the people are Muslims .', 
they would opt for the “Islam‘S 
solution.” The leftists, thouf/»h 
less optimistic, hope they u^ill 
win, although not spectacularly 
as many of them admit. 

IS the “Islamists” win n:jore 
seats than the leftists, the;; lef¬ 
tists maintain, it would be the 
result of years of forcer k abs¬ 
ence from the political sr^ne in 
the country. They argue that 
while people flocked t o mos¬ 
ques on Friday, they vfere un¬ 
able to propagate there ideolo¬ 
gies and this were I isolated 
from the people. It w»jfcild be in 
order to note here th ax some of 
the most radical leftists are 
Christians running for Christ¬ 
ian seats and derpending on 
Muslim votes to ruadh parlia¬ 
ment. / 

So what about;/ the centre? 
Here, apart from red and 


green, we have all colours: 
traditionalists, trit&L'ists, liber¬ 
als and pro-estal aft fome nt fi¬ 
gures. Those udl/i ce rtainl y 
dominate tbe new parliament, 
making any precfiction still all 
the more difficult,. 

In the middle: c/f all tins, the 
media are mak’m-g their impact 
on the whole process. Tbe 
media have be en w aging a per¬ 
sistent campaign aimed 
apparently a't watering down 
candidates' sJcjgans and prog¬ 
rammes. Ah is 1 raining from in- 
depth reporting on debates, 
the media opted for opinion 
columns m.O'jt of which ques¬ 
tion the sincerity and practical¬ 
ity of campaign programmes. 

Tbe media campaign was 
originally against die left winch 
advocated slo gans as extreme 
as cancelling tbe agreement 
with tins IMF. But as “Mus¬ 
lim” carididates’ programmes 
became more dear especially 
on socia] issues and with the 
unfoldii ng of the Toujan Faisal 
trial, doe media's focus shifted 
right. 

So- where do people stand an 
all f rf this? Statistically, 1.02 
mitt j.on people are registered 
voti*rs for the elections, mostly 
“registered" by the candidates. 
Tins figure represents only 80 
P^t cent of the eligible electo- 
r?ite. Only around 86 per cent 
uf the 1.02 unUkm have col¬ 
lected their cards — with the 
lowest turnout in the cities — 
and aO indications point that 
only half of them wfll go to the 
potting stations on Nov. 8 . 
That means only 30 per cent of 
tiie electorate wffl vote. This is 
a very low turnout for a people 
that for two decades were dep¬ 
rived of their right to elect 
their own representatives. 

The 30 per cent who wffl 
vote on Nov. 8 are certainly 
the most politically and, of 
course, tribally active. One 
analyst thinks that 15 per cent 
will vote in line with their tribal 
affiliations while only 10 per 
cent will vote for political 
candidates. If that is true, then 
only 10 per cent of eligible 
Jordanian voters are politically 
active, and this percentage ! 
would be a faithful representa¬ 
tion of a people that were for 
decades absent from the coun¬ 
try’s political process. 

Thus, two questions remain 
unanswered: Why is there peo¬ 
ple apathy towards tbe elec¬ 
tions despite the euphoria cre¬ 
ated by 650 candidates? And 
what will be the outcome of tbe 
polls? 


To the Voting and those who feel young 


The National Music Conservatory/ 
1 Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

The French Cultural Centre 


/ the JAZZ SEXTET DE ROUEN 

in concert 

a variety of tight Jazz music from the 50’s and the 60's 
at the Royal Cottars! Centre 1 

Thursday, November 2, 1989 at 8:89 p.m. 

TfchtU avaflaMc aL 

The Royal Cultural Centre. tel. 669026 

■The French Cultural Ceri/e, tet 636445 

Babtche. te! 661322 

. International Traders. tel. 661014 

The National Music Conservatory. tel. 687620 


50% reduction (or students Ticket price JO 4 

This concert is organized in cooperation with the 
Regency Palace Hotel. 
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International 

endorsement 


THE SEAL, of approval affixed by the permanent members 
of the United Nations Security Conned on the Taif Accord is 
the biggest l ioost yet to the terms of that agreement on the 
'*banese conflict. At a time when there is still some 
'ents wavering on the Taif breakthrough, notably 
-al Mich el Aoun, the words spoken Tuesday by the five 
vers of the world cm Lebanon should serve notice on 
* force s still hostile to the wdl of the international 
inifyon what is best for Lebanon that their opposition 
in v.ain. Fortunately, General Aoun is getting more 
Mt! isolat ed in his last ditch effort to derail the Taif 
J. Tbt! majority of bis Christian supporters are 
ing bim\ one by (me led principally by the Maronite 
arch, Navallah Star, the Falangists and the Lebanese 
.ces, the largest Christian militia. So with the dissipation 
.all remnants oft credible opposition to the Taif Accord, the 
olesang of the k pemianent members of the United Nations 
Security Council comes as an act of solid fortification of 
what the Arab el Touts have succeeded in achieving in Saadi 
Arabia. 

Accordingly, the re is really nothing that could stop the 
Lebanese deputies-> from going ahead with their plans to 
convene and officuil^r approve the Taif Accord and elect a 
new president for their country by Nov. 7. The countdown 
has thus started for itho beginning of a new Lebanon that will 
be launched on Nc«v. 7 and, God willing, nothing wfii 
henceforth interrupt tiiis process that aims at a fresh start 
for Lebanon and tits people. It would be more than 
encouraging if Genenil. Michel Aoun joins this new process 
mid lends his support .to it even at this late stage. He should 
realise by now that toe ipant wave carrying forth the new 
foundations of contemporary Lebanon is simply unstopp¬ 
able and anything he in verts and does to thwart it will come 
to naught. 

Meanwhile hats off to Anb diplomacy, notably to Saadi 
Arabia, that succeeded .against formidable odds. Without 
the determination of the Staid! leadership, the opportunities 
offered by the Arab medhdkm team would have slipped 
away as they had done on ninny previous occasions. A word 
of appreciation is also in or der to Arab League Assistant 
Secretary General Lakhtbir Ibra h i mi for his relentless 
efforts to execute the mandate' of the bipartite Arab Higher 
Committee under most difficult conditions. But the biggest 
salute and appreciation go to ittie Lebanese people for giving 
themselves and their country a real opportunity to pick np 
from where it had left off setae fifteen years ago. 





Al Ra*i Arabic daily on Wednesday again ditfcnssed the election 
campaign and the coining parliament in .Iordan urging all 
candidates to adopt a dear and reasonable conn se of action to win 
the voters and later to serve their country if tor v are elected. The 
paper reminded the candidates of the critica l stage and the 
numerous challenges confronting the Kingdom, and said they 
require relentless work and dedication and positive action. How 
to deal with the challenges facing their country sho uld be the main 
priority for all candidates, and how to solve prohJems should be 
the guidance for their future work, said the paper. 'The Jordanian 
family, the paper said, is in need of a conscientious people to sit in 
the legislative council; and is in need of serious action if the 
challenges and the difficulties are to be met. It vs time for all 
candidates and aspirants for parliament membership to come up 
with proposals that can help the country deal with its problems, 
said the paper. 


Al Dustonr in an editorial Wednesday said that one week remains 
before the general elections in the Kingdom and the Jordanian 
citizens axe making ready to vote for their favourite candidates. 
One week from now Jordan will be entering a new L ohase of 
democratic rule with the advent of the new Lower H'ouse of 
Parliament which will be helping the executive authority to 
discharge government business and enact laws that sei~ve the 
national interest, said the paper. The paper reminded its readers 
of the King's call on the Jordanian people to elect only those 
candidates who are truly committed to and serious about serving 
the people and their country. It also reminded the public of the 
King’s statement in which he emphasised that the future the 
country now lies with the people who should elect the most 
qualified and dedicated candidates to lead the country in the yt*ars 
to come. 


Sawi Al Shaab Arabic daily discussed Lebanon and said that the 
Lebanese deputies are now called on to pave the way for a 
national reconciliation and a drive to establish stability and 
security in Lebanon. The paper warned of the danger of partition, 
and backed a call by the head of the Christian Maronite 
church in Lebanon on toe deputies to forge ahead with their plan 
to restore security and peace to their country. The paper said 
thanks to toe'Arab League mediation efforts and toe serious 
endeavours of the deputies, toe way is now paved for a return to 
peace in Lebanon. The paper also expressed hope that the 
Lebanese people will unify their ranks and back pan-Arab efforts 
to save their country' from further disasters and tragedies. 


. Unthinkable? Don’t worry, its happening in Beit Sahour 


By Anthony Lewis 


BOSTON — Suppose the people 
of some small American town 
decided to protest Federal Gov¬ 
ernment policy by withholding 
their taxes. The government re¬ 
sponded by sending in the army. 

Soldiers cut all telephone lines 
to the town. They stopped food 
from coining in and barred all 
visitors. They imposed a curfew 
from 6:30 every evening to 4:30 in 
the morning. They went into 
homes and took furniture and 
other belongings worth many 
times a family’s unpaid taxes. 
They broke into shops and 
dumped goods in the streets. 
They arrested people and held 
them for days without charge. 


Unthinkable? Of course it is, in 
this country. But it is happening 
in another’ right now. And the 
government responsible is not 
some remote totalitarian regime. 
It is the government of an Amer¬ 
ican ally, one that we have 
a dmir ed as an outpost of demo¬ 
cracy and law: Israel. 

Israeli soldiers have sealed off 
the town of Beit Sahour, in the 
occupied West Bank, since Sept. 
22. Telephone lines have been 
cut. The town has been declared 
a “dosed military zone" and 
everyone from the outside world 
kept out — sympathetic Israelis, 
journalists. Western diplomats. 
Christian bishops who tried to 
bring three truckloads of food in 
the other day were turned back. 


Beit Sahour is a town of 
13,000, almost all Christians, 
near Bethlehem. It is a middle- 
class place. This summer its busi¬ 
ness and other leaders decided, as 
their part in the Palestinian pro¬ 
test against occupation, to with¬ 
hold payment of Israeli taxes. 


Taxation without representation 
is a grievance in any case. 

Despite the blockade, quite a 
lot has been reported about what 
has happened in Beit Sahour 
since Sept. 22. The army has 
seized property worth many times 
the tax claims. It has ransacked 
shops. And according to the resi¬ 
dents, it has systematically haras¬ 
sed and humiliated the people of 
Beit Sahour. 

I telephoned an Israeli who 
knows the town well, Hillei Bar¬ 
din, a computer programmer at 
the Hebrew University in Jeru¬ 
salem. For the last 18 months be 
has been part of a group of Israelis 
carrying on a dialogue with a 
group from Beit Sahour, ex¬ 
changing visits and talking about 
Israeli-Palestinian peace. 

Mr. Bardin began by saying 
that, apart from the tax protest, 
those in Beit Sahour who have 
spoken out for peace with Israel 
have been punished. He men¬ 
tioned two men in his dialogue 
group, Jamal Hflal and Ghassan 
Antoni. 

“Both have been arrested repe¬ 
atedly since July,” he said. “They 
are never questioned or charged 
with anything, just held for IS 
days as Israel's law allows. 

“The last time. Oct. 25, they 
were beaten so badly by soldiers 
on the way to headquarters that 
Jamal still cannot walk properly. 
They are in prison again.” 

As to the tax protest, Mr. 
Bardin said the reports of harass¬ 
ment and force in the govern¬ 
ment's response were true. He 
said be had seen one man who 
was bloodied when soldiers came 
and took his furniture. At Elias 
Rishmawi's pharmacy, he said, 
“they put all toe medicines in a 
large shipping container and left 
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it in the sun until the drugs 
spoiled.” 

Any government will act 
against a concerted refusal to pay 
taxes. But the normal course is to 
act by law—by attacking proper¬ 
ty, and selling enough to pay the 
tax due. Israel has those legal 
remedies available. Zt is using 
military repression to show the 
Palestinians, as Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin has candidly said. 


that they cannot resist the 
occupation. 

The irony is that Israel com¬ 
plains, rightly, when Palestinians 
use violence. Beit Sahour has 
chosen a totally nonviolent means 
of protest, and Israel is using 
force to crush it. 

Beit Sahour’s latest idea is to 
hold prayers for peace in its 
"Roman Catbotic church next Sun¬ 
day. Tt is asking President Bush 


and other world leaders to send 
representatives. If they did, 
would toe Israeli army keep them 
out? 

Some American supporters of 
Israel complain that toe press 
pays too much attention to 
Israel's faults. The example of 
Beit Sahour shows that the 
op pres s ive reality of the occupa¬ 
tion is in feet insufficiently known 
— to outsiders or to Israelis. If 


they knew it was happening, if 
they knew that Palestinians who 
want a peaceful solution are 
being punished, I think more 
Israelis would be ready to end the 
occupation. 

“I am an Israeli who cares 
about the security of his coun¬ 
try,” Mr. Bardin said. *T believe 
that if Israelis could see what is 
really going on, we would have 
peace' 1 — The New York Times. 
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By Yoossef M. Ibrahim 


PARIS — After 14 years of civil 
war, Muslims and Christians in 
Lebanon have drawn up a new 
charter for sharing power that 
recognises the dominant weight 
of the country's Muslim popula¬ 
tion and the country’s Arab 
identity. The deal sfruck recently, 
holds a promise of an end to a 
murderous conflict, but it is still 
hard to say that peace in Lebanon 
is at hand. 

The charter was drawn up in 
Taif, Saudi Arabia, at the end of 
a three-week conference of 62 
Lebanese members of parlia¬ 
ment, half of them Muslims and 
half Christians. It offers some- 
tiling to all the religious and 
ethnic groups of Lebanon, which 
include Shi'ite and Sunni Mus¬ 
lims, Druse, and such Chris ti an 
groups as Maronite Catholics, 
Greek Orthodox and Armenians. 

The Muslim majority gains a 
greater role in decision-malting at 
toe expense of the Christians, and 
Syria gains legitimacy for its milit¬ 
ary presence in Lebanon. 

Perhaps most important, the 
delicately balanced accord offers 
all toe groups, Christians in¬ 
cluded, a reason to hope that 
Lebanon can again be a unified 
country. Still, not a single 
Lebanese analyst interviewed in 
Taif during toe conference or in 
Paris last week would go so far as 
to say the accord meant peace for 
Lebanon. 

The warring militias appeared 
cool to the accord last week, 
primarily because it demands that 
they disband their forces and turn 
over their weapons within six 
months. Nevertheless, toe strong 
Arab support for the agreement 
was subduing any open challenge 
by the militias, at least for the 
moment 

The commander of the 
Lebanese Army's Christian units. 
Gen. Michel Aoun, who has been 
Syria's foremost enemy, seemed 
to be alone in insisting that toe 
agreement would “lead Lebanon 
to bell.” And even he was back¬ 
ing away from his threats to fight 
those who signed the accord, as 
other Christian leaders conceded 
that the deal was the best they 
could get. The Maronite Catholic 
Patriarch, NasraUah Butros Sfair, 
endorsed the agreement and the 
principal Christian militia leader, 
Samir Geagea, did not oppose it. 

As for the Muslim militias, 
Amal, the pro-Syrian Shi'ite 
movement, did not hide its anti¬ 
pathy, but chose to stand on the 
sidelines rather than resist when 
its Syrian masters went along. 
Similarly, toe pre-Iranian Party 
of God, toe more radical fun¬ 
damentalist Shi’ite movement, 
also appeared compliant for the 
moment under pressure from the 
Syrians. The frankest of all was 
toe Druse leader Walid Junblat, 
who said that he did not like the 
accord but that “it was better to 
be under Syrian heels than 
Christian bee is." 

The negotiators in Taif have 
been members of parliament 
since the test legislative election 
was held in 1974. The heart of the 
new political arrangements they 
a 1 greed on is a reduction in the 
privileged role that Maronite 


Catholics exercised until now, 
based on the charter under which 
Lebanon became independent of 
France in 1943. Then Christians 
claimed to represent roughly half 
toe population. Reliable statistics 
on Lebanon's population are un¬ 
available, but it appears certain 
that a higher Muslim birth rate 
and Christian emigration have 
reduced the Christian share of the 
population considerably. 

After much debate with the 31 
Muslim representatives, the 31 
Christians agreed that the Arab 
guarantees that Syria would even¬ 
tually withdraw from Lebanon 
made it worthwhile to risk con¬ 
cessions to the Muslims. 

But none crf the legislators 
spoke confidently of toe chances 
for immediate peace, either. 

Ghassan Salaxneh, an expert on 
Lebanon who teaches at toe Uni¬ 
versity of Paris, said toe accord 
was less a peace agreement than 
“an incentive system that puts 
more people in a position of 
having a vested interest in a 
cessation of war.” Some legisla¬ 
tors in Taif, as weD as other 
analysts of Arab affairs, spoke of 
“an extended ceasefire,” a 
“bieak from toe fighting," or a 
compromise that gives everyone 
part of what they wanted. 

“It will be a long road before 
Lebanon returns to anything you 
can call normal,” said Adel 
Malek, a former political commen¬ 
tator on Lebanese television who 
produces documentaries on Arab 
affairs from London. 

For now, Lebanon's hope is fed 
by the endorsement of the deal by 
Arab countries that indude Iraq 
and Saudi Arabia. The accord has 


support as well from the United 
States, France, the Soviet Union 
and other powers. 

But Lebanon has bad many 
disappointments, and this accord 
is not so much a peace agreement 
as it is a wider diffusion of power. 
It stresses toe rights of some 
previously ignored ethnic and re¬ 
ligious minority groups like toe 
Sm'ites and the Druse to share in 
decision-making. It continues to 
reflect the historical roles of other 
groups by guaranteeing the 
Maronite Catholics that they will 
keep some power, and by ex¬ 
panding the power exercised by 
the Sunni Muslims. 

The accord recognises the Sun¬ 
nis’ rights to retain a special 
relationship with their protector, 
Syria. It seems to leave out two 
other foreign powers, Iran and 
Israel, that control militias in 
Lebanon, but for the moment 
neither of these countries appears 
disposed to block it. 

Even if the deal is successful, 
though, the process of putting 
Lebanon together will be a long 
one. It indudes toe election of a 
new president, a new Fartiament 
and eventually a new institution 
in Lebanese politics, a Senate. 
The presidency remains in Maro¬ 
nite hands, but loses much pow¬ 
er. The Parliament's Shi'ite presi¬ 
dent gains a strong voice in ded- 
sion-making because toe office 
carries a four-year term. The 
Sunnis gain because the prime 
minister will share decision-mak¬ 
ing in national security. And the 
Senate was invented to give the 
Druse a voice by reserving the 
Senate presidency for a member 
of the sect. 


Promises and winks 


The Parliament will increase in 
size from 99 seats to 106, unto the 
additional seals going to Shfites 
and Druse. The Shi’ites, general¬ 
ly thought to be the fastest grow¬ 
ing ethnic group, have also been 
promised that the system of allo¬ 
cating government jobs by reli¬ 
gion wdl be eliminated by toe 
third Fartiament to be elected 
after die accord goes into effect. 

The whole equation rests on 
promises and winks — not 
altogether a new way of doing 
business in Lebanon. 

Saudi and Arab diplomats said 
the Syrians have promised dial 
they will move their estimated 
40,000 troops in Lebanon first to 
theBckaa region in eastern Leba¬ 
non and, eventually, back home. 
But nothing in toe agreement 
speaks explicitly about Syrian 
withdrawal. The Arab League 
has promised to hold a confer¬ 
ence to pot pressure mi Syria if it 
does not cooperate, but that pros¬ 
pect also is not in the accord. It 
was in re turn for these promises 
that toe Christian legislators 
agreed to the changes. 

White ft is impossible to predict 
the outcome, a faint optimism has 
begun to float in the Arab World. 
It rises from the fact that Leba¬ 
non's fate is now more desurly 
bang decided within a pan-Arab 
coalition, even though many of its 
members are not fond of one 
another. 

And there is another reason for 
hope. Simply put, most Lebanese 
are tired of war. 


Open letter to candidates 
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AS the day of parliamentary elections nears, many people find K 
mutsnal to see that very few are stepping down from the race. With 
over 650 candidates running for 80 seats and with the govern -. 
meat's honourable posttkm of not using article 18 (e) of the 
Elections Law, voters expected that there wiB be qmte a number of 
camBdates stepping down to attow other stronger candidates more 
votes. 

The minority of camBdates. be they p r ogressiv e, libera!, 
moderates or even right-wing, are demamBng through tbehr 
slogans and pobBc programmes democratic freedoms, economic 
reform, corruption dean-up, and support for the Palestinian 
intifada. Soif the m^ority of candidates have the same hopes, bow 
do they plan to even get a parliamentary seat if the votes are going 
to be divided between so many hopefuls? 

If was said that some candidates bad earlier promised that if 
others were allowed to run for elections for the same seats, titty 
would withdraw from the race to ensure the votes go to otbo- 
stronger camBdates with the same pofitfeaf leanings. I Ids has not 
yet happened. The deadBae for camBdates* withdrawal is Nov. G . 
two days before people go to the poBs. 

Many are hoping that voters wiB be surprised when cartdf- 
candidates, especially in the Amman area, wdl withdraw besfotri^ 
the deadline, to aBow more votes for those who have stronger? 
chances to reach parliament 

Candidates: if you are running for elections became yoe atVr 
truly concerned with the people's aspirations and rights, and wa&t 
what is best for the citizens, then step down for the str on ger ones 
who represent your beliefs. If you don't step down now, then it wBf 
be obvioos to the voters that you are only concerned with yoursetf, 
and with getting yourself in that seat, no matter what the price. - 
Yon are discrediting yourself with your voters, and yoo vff istr 
anyway. The problem is that the other candidates who repraSnt 
your beliefs wiB also lose. Just think what candidates wiB get to 
parliament if you are befog seffish, and warned about the money 
yon have already apeof on jour campaign. Forget. tame..jremem- - 
ber the people you aspire to serve. ■ v 
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Voter Sana Atiyefa 1 


— The New York Times. 


Another October revolution? 


By John-Thor Dahlbourg 

The Associated Press 


MOSCOW — Seven recent days 
in Soviet politics might seem like 
a chapter in a mini-October re¬ 
volution: the Kremlin admitted it 
broke a superpower arms treaty, 
confessed its currency is worth a 
tenth of its official value and even 
pruned the powers of the KGB 
and Communist party. 

Meanwhile, the top foreign 
ministry spokesman reasserted 
the right of countries that have 
been in thrall to Moscow since 
the cold war to show political 
independence. 

Some recent Soviet moves 
seem pure public relations ploys. 
For example, when Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev announced in Finland 
last week that the Soviet Baltic 
fleet will junk four nuclear sub¬ 
marines, Western experts noted 
toe craft are aging and headed for 
the scrapyard anyway. 

But other actions depart dra¬ 
matically from long-time Kremlin 
practice. Their rationale seems (o 
be a creeping feeling in Moscow 
that in the fifth year of Gor¬ 
bachev's social and economic re¬ 
forms, something must be done 
to shore up foreign and domestic 
support as toe nation heads into a 
winter that could bring food shor¬ 
tages and more unrest. 

'Gorbachev* has given himself 


and his entourage 18 months to 
improve things. “We understand 
and feel close to the suffering of 
the people,” he told Pravda edi¬ 
tors last week. “We have to solve 
these problems, eliminate the 
tension. It has to be done im¬ 
mediately, in the coming few 
months, in toe coming year, year 
and a half.” 

Last week. Foreign Minister 
Eduard A. Shevardnadze went 
before lawmakers at the Kremlin 
and acknowledged what U.S. 
policymakers had claimed since 
the presidency of Ronald Reagan 
— that the Soviet derision to 
build a giant radar station m the 
wilds of Siberia at Krasnoyarsk 
v i olated the superpowers’ *1972 
anti-Ballistic missile treaty. 

During years of wran glin g over 
interpretation of the accord, toe 
foreign minister said, “there 
stood the station, toe size of an 
Egyptian pyramid, representing, 
to put it bluntly, a violation of the 
ABM treaty.” It may have been the 
first time the Soviets acknow¬ 
ledged violating a treaty with 
Washington. 

U.S. officials hailed the Soviets 
for coming clean about Kras¬ 
noyarsk, which they'd already 
agreed to demolish. White House 
spokesman Marlin Prtzwater cal¬ 
led Shevardnadze’s admission “a 
step in toe right direction” that 
could spur further progress on 


disarmament by boosting trust in 
the Kremlin’s word. 

The foreign minister also 
admitted the Kremlin’s Afghanis¬ 
tan adventure had violated Soviet 
laws and morals. 

Later in the week, the Soviets 
made another virtual confession, 
this time admitting what black 
marketeers, foreign residents and 
many Soviets had long known: 
The nation's currency, toe ruble, 
wasn't worth anything near its 
official exchange rate. The Krem¬ 
lin decreed a spectacular drop in 
its value from $1.59 to 16 cents 
for certain transactions. 

The move was seen by financial 
experts in toe West as proof of 
the Kremlin leadership’s willing¬ 
ness to push for Soviet integra¬ 
tion into the world economy, in 
large part because Gorbachev 
needs foreign capital, know-how 
and markets to give the faltering 
state-run economy a shot in the 
arm and modernise rickety Soviet 
industry. 

The October developments 
come against the background of 
the great changes also taking 
place in East Europe. Hungary's 
Communists now want to be cal¬ 
led Socialists. A non-Communist 
prime minister governs in Poland. 
East Germany dumped its long¬ 
time leader following a hemor¬ 
rhage of its citizenry to the West. 

Last Sunday, Soviet spokes¬ 


man Gennady. I. Ge rasim ov 
assured Americans that such de¬ 
velopments, which once might 
have triggered Soviet interven¬ 
tion, were now regarded in Mos¬ 
cow with pladdity. 

He said “Hungary, Poland, ev¬ 
ery other country, has its own 
way. They deride which road to 
take. It’s their business. And we 
watch, watch closely, but we do 
not interfere.” 

The past week in Moscow also 
brought changes touching two in¬ 
stitutional bastions of Soviet rule 
-— the KGB and toe party — 
although as in foreign policy, it is 
not yet possible to divide toe 
substantive from the cosmetic. 

As part of its own “peres¬ 
troika,'' or restructuring, the 
KGB eliminated its feared 5th 
directorate, which in the 1970s 
rode herd on Soviet dissidents, 
hounded writers, locked h uman 
rights and religions activists away 
in mental hospitals and harassed 
Jews seeking to emigrate. 

Announcing the abolishment. 
KGB chief Vladimir A. Kruycfa- 
kov proclaimed: “In and of them¬ 
selves, thoughts and convictions. 


no matter what they are, are not 
considered crimes.” Dissident 


activists, however, suggested 
other KGB agencies might simply 
take up the work of the 5th 
directorate. 

The Supreme Soviet, the aa- 




tiou's legislature, voted test week' 
to strip the Communist Party aisd - 
other privileged social organisa-; 
tions of the seats reserved for 
them in the legislature’s parent 
body, the Congress of People’s 
Deputies. 

The old system enabled Gor¬ 
bachev and most other members 
of the ruling party pohtburo to be 
elected to the congress not by 
voters from a given electoral dis¬ 
trict, but directly by the party's 
policy-making central committee. 

If the congress itself approves 
the law, the party will lose its 100 
reserved seats and Kremlin lead¬ 
ers like Gorbachev win presum¬ 
ably have to run for a seat in the 
congress Eke other candidates, 
with the possibility of losing to an 
opponent 

During hi« visit to Finland last 
week, Gorbachev at one point 
mused out loud in front of foe 
TV cameras about the nature of 
knowledge. He could have been 
speaking as well of why it may be 
necessary sometimes to impr ovi s e 
m politics, as the Soviets have 
done. 

“At some stage, I realised that 
the learning process consists of 
movement from a state of not 
knowing to knowing even less,” 
Gorbachev said. “Because the 
more you know, toe more yon 
feel like you don’t know any¬ 
thing.” 
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Splendors and mysteries 


■?MCX sptewfora and Mysteries’ »ti>e 
* most appropriate translation of the 
Gesmn title Tradrt Hood Gebricn. 
r ihs.vAc' 430 page catalogue oif 
'.TOifatf:Kawar’a collection of 

- Pategfecm .and Jocdman tnufittcm- 
" alcostainea and jewlery. For years 

-.Jordaraans/in Jordan and those 
v^imadhave heard ofthctreasarcs' 
^Wafrd-Eswar has. eccomnlatcd ; 

over 40 years. AHhongh mnumer- 
v 005 artidea have been written ab- 
\-obtber aod her cbSectkni in over 
^half a doenn ian gages m the last 
.15 yean, many Jordanians' con-' 
" • tiotejoask “where'is ter store. I 
want to buy a dress,” while others 

- -who-know she is a cofiectw and 
-t not a. merchant ask “when does 
..diewear them aH7” or-“doesn't 

her husband mind -bmfe&sg. so 
. many closets for all those dies- - 
sett?*". Silly que&k>ns are usually 
asked out of ignoannee and thus 
WMad Kawar consented to speak' 
to Ktocns <n People this week to teO 
: the stocy of how and why it aH 
began and-what-her collection 
rcsRymeans. 

’■ Tne truth of the matter is the 
--fill story of the collection was 
never torn, at least aot in Jordan. 
Wh3e many Jordanian ladies of. 
'toiejety, members of foreign dc- 
. legations stationed in Jordan and 
•.'/■.those- women who are profes- 
. -skmaSy involved in maintaining 
Jordanian and Palestinian tnafi- 
‘ dohal arts and crafts —"the most 
obvious of. which is the traditional 
’ <te»— ate wefl acquateed with 
Kflwars collection, many of them 

- ' Jupe-ooly a superficial idea about 
_ the origins and significance of the 

collection. 

- . /In * world where inunmerous 
rixSntimn were bom u> live or 
cte.-btere great empires rose and 

..yfdE, where all three monotheistic 
jJie G gjri s were bom and where 
r conquerors the world over vied 
uid,still viefor a ctencedivide and 
rale, appreciation of ones' own 
^cnltuce has been rather limited 
throughout history, as Arabs are 
md have always been excessively 

- open and appreciative of aH things 
new and - foreign ■ • 

Although grandknse lip service 
. is always being paid to “oar cultu¬ 
ral tentage,” to wear traditional 
-dresses has become more of a. 
fashion fad among die wed to do . 
than, a oonscions statement of 
separate and umque identity. 

. AlOiotKh. the traditional cos- - 
tomes oFJordan ami Palestine-' 
have frequently been described as_ 
‘tre a sures-of. our past,” museum . 

pteccs and cnthological artifacts, ... 

many village and bedouin women 1 


still wearite traditional dress dai¬ 
ly. Thus the dress, the.say of life it 
stands for and tte rich history it 
testifies to are vety modi alive. 

Widad JCawar, was bom in Tul¬ 
karm, grew up in Bdhkteni and 
went to school in RamaRah, three 
large flourishing towns in what is 
now Israeli occupied Palestine. As 
a sdkjolgui she devdoped a keen 
interest m the traditional dresses, 
“because I was living in the centre 
of tte village fashion industry at 
tte time. Bethlehem was the mar¬ 
ketplace for women front villages 
all over southern Palestine 1 and 
they would come to town cm mar¬ 
ket day which was Saturday to sell 
veg etab les, fruits and hun/Keraft* 
and to boy threads, - yarns-and 
materials. The cokrarfnJ array of 
dresses they woold wear was like a 
rainbow, colourful, bright and 
warm. 

Many Bethlehem women were 
quite independent and. they ran 
many shops on their own, they had 
become very capable business¬ 
women due to the fact that tbey 
had been made respotmble for 
many a household after many of 
their men had immigrated to 
North and South America in 
search of better fortunes leaving 
them behind--. . 

Although I am a dty girl and 
never wore a traditional dress-1 
asked one of my mothers relatives, 
from tte village of Abood for a 
dress once and she presented me 
with a beautiful costume, com¬ 
plete with headdrem and jewlcry, 
thus my.collection'was begun,'* 
Kawar recalls. 

** After the 1948 Arab-Israeli war, 
many PaJestintan refugee women 
sold their predons belongings, 
jrinrib indooed tteir best dresses, 
out of hunger —. they needed 
money-to buy food for Their fami- 
fes. ror many in the camps pover¬ 
ty and hunger became a way of 
hfe. I realised, all of a sudden that 
tbese dresses were not jma beauti- 
ful dothes, but a way of life stohen - 
right from tmder oor very eyes, I 
became determined to bny as 
man y dresses as I could to pre¬ 
serve them from bring lost. 

. I moved to Amman in 1950 
wfam I married Kamel Kawar, and 
my .work with, refugees and the 
Palestinian dress continued in tte 
Hnssein and Wahdad camps. My ‘ 
mission had only just begun. In the 
suk of Amman I began buying the 
few Jordanian dresses I could find, 
especially those from Salt, Maan 
and Notthern Jordan, but it was 
difficult because Jordanian women 
'fad had no reason to seO their 





A bedouin women from Soathern Palestine, with her coin 
decorated veil. _ , _ 

Last Thursday an exhibition entitled “The King Road — Art 
and Culture of Jordan 9,000 Years ,' 7 opened in Tokyo, Japan, it 
was inaugurated by Her Majesty Queen Noor AI Hnssein, who 
was accompanied by a delegation of Jordanian officials which 
included Widad Kawar. The exhibition included 400 pieces of 
Jordanian artifeats, many of which date back to 9,000 years of 
antiquity, and 200 costnmes from Widad Kawar costume collec¬ 
tion as well as 200 pieces of her jewlery collection. It will be on 
display in Tokyo at the Takashimaya Art Gallery in Tokyo until 
November 14, 1989, before going on display in three other 
Japanese cities — Nagoya, Kyoto and Osaka. Previously the 
exhibition was shown in West Germany, Austria and France and 
is expected to go to Singapore, the United Kingdom and the 
United States. 


dresses, so very few could be 
found." 

It must be noted here that tte 
traditional dresses worn by Pales¬ 
tine village and bedouin women 
altered in some ways after tte 
dispersion winch took place as a 
remit of tte 1948 war. Economic 
conditions, especially for villagers, 
many of whom found themselves 
displaced in towns or ramps in 
unoccupied parts of Palestine, 
were harsh. The hand embroi¬ 
dered cross stitch oo the tradition¬ 
al dress was bring displaced by less 
expensive machine embroidered 
ones. Towards the late 1950’s and 
early 1960’s, prosperity returned it 
many Palestinian families because 


their sons, brother and husbands 
had found good paying jobs in the 
Arabian Gulf countries. The re¬ 
turn of prospe ri ty could be seen in 
the dresses which again were bring 
hand made and nch in material 
and embroidery. After 1948 many 
women had sold their silver jew¬ 
lery, now they could afford to buy 
gold. 

« Cross-stitch embroidery centres 
mushroomed In many towns and 
refhgee camps at this time with tte 
enco ura gement and help of Arab 
women’s organisations, coopera¬ 
tives and UNRWA. Cross stitched 
embroidered tabfedoths, runners, 
cushions, and accessories were 
made to meet the demands of 


quickly modernising people. 

Encouraged by an English 
anthropologist I began studying 
onr dresses with a more scientific 
eye and discovered methods of 
research to expand that what X 
already knew. I interviewed count¬ 
less women in Jordan and in the 
ocaqtied territories about their 
traditions and dresses. Many of 
tte women I interviewed and dres¬ 
ses I collected came from villages 
that had been wiped off the face of 
the earth by the Israelis, Eke Im- 
was near Jerusalem ane Beit Da- 
jan near Jaffa, others like Ishood 
and Majdal no longer had any 
Arab mhahntant* . » 

Like countless of peoples and 
cultures a0 over the world before 
thwn the Palestinian identity was 
being threatened with extinction, 
this became most apparent after 
tte 1967 Arab-Israeli war. For 
Kawar it gave her that fatal push 
“to collect and document as many 
dresses and. information about 
ttem as possible.” Jordan was 
flooded with a second wave of 
Palestine refugees more desolute 
than those before them and in 
greater need. “Camp life became a 
reality for many refugees, but even 
within the camps they would 
reorganise themselves acco r ding 
to the regions of Palestine from 
which they originated and thus you 
had, the Jerusalem section, the 
Nabhis section, tte Jericho section 
and so on. 

Before the Diaspora 

Although HKlnitiK dating to a 
time period prior to the 1830-1850, 
which is tte era of tte oldest dress 
in tte Kawar collection, are diffi¬ 
cult to find because the materials 
used are usually perishable, a few 
costnmes dating back to 1800 were 
donated to moseums in London, 
Paris and Vienna by European 
travellers. - 

All through history Palestine 
has been a meeting place of the 
East and West, many cultures and 
civilisations have left their mark 
on many aspects of life in the 
region, and of course on the dress 
as wefl. 

** Prior to 640 Palestine had been 
under Byzantine rule and thus 
they Greeks and Byzantines left 
them mark, which can be seen in 
tte use of gold thread and tte 
cross stitch which are prominent in 
tte dresses to this day. Islamic 
geometric patterns have obviously 
influenced many designs on 
Palestinian dresses. During tte 
reign of tte Ottomans, some Tur¬ 
kish designs infiltrated tbe existing 


designs and the incorporation of 
tte metallic silver threat can still 
be seen on many embroidered 
dresses. The division of Palestine 
into northern and southern 
‘vHayaat* also left visible marks on 
the emboridery as northern Pales¬ 
tine was influenced by Syrian 
embroidery and tbe southern pro¬ 
vince was inflncinrr d by designs 
from Sinai, »' Kawar says. 

Towards the end of the 
nineteenth century missionaries 
swamped the Lavent and in Pales¬ 
tine opened schools and some 
vocational centres. Handicrafts 
were encouraged and new pattern 
books were introducing new de¬ 
signs and motifs. The Arab village 
women was, as always open to new 
ideas of how to make a more 
beautiful and more innovative 
dress and quickly began incorpor¬ 
ating new in ber costume. 

In the dresses of the day one could 
easily trace Geman, Eastern Euro¬ 
pean and Scandinavian designs. 

During tte time of the British 
pn^iutate the Palestinian tradition¬ 
al dress flourished, most people 
.enjoyed a higher standards of liv¬ 
ing and this was reflected in tbe 
‘richness’ of the dresses. In many 
areas stiver jewlery already began 
to be replaced by gold. In some 
areas embroidered shawls were 
replaced by Spanish and Japanese 
(via America) shawis, this was 
especially noocable in RamaQah 
and tte Jaffa area. 

Kawars collection she hopes will 
pay “a special tribute to tbe 
women who produced this culture 
and whose courage, determination 
and straggle never seem to have 
let them under all circumstances.” 

The foreigners who arc exposed 
to the dresses in Jordan, other 
pans of tte Arab World and in the 
museums in which the collection is 
being shown around the world, 
“may begin to appreciate the area 
in a human ana cultural perspec¬ 
tive rather than a superpower 
pawn, an area of conflict, tension 
and wars,” says Kawar. 

And for those Jordanians, 
Palestinians and other Arabs who 
have been unaw are of tte “living 
treasures” amidst winch tbey live, 
they may realise that they too have 
mission, for each village and town 
each dessert in Arabia from the 
Maghreb in the west to the 
Euphratis in the east and Syria in 
the north to the Yemen in the 
sooth, no two costnmes, no two 
bracelets, necklaces and headdres¬ 
ses are alike, yon have an ocean of 
splendors and mysteries to explore 


Marina Viets, a 
former freedom 
fighter, dies 


MARINA LEONARDA 
WORONIECKA VIETS, 61, 
holder of the highest Polish med¬ 
al for valor, died Sept. 25 at 
Londoun Hospital Center. 

'Born Dec. 27, 1927, in Kabsh, 
Poland, she was the daughter of 
Count Tadesh and Lilly Lavish 
Woroniecka. 

She won the medal of valor for 
her part as a 17-year-old in the 
Warsaw uprising. 

Her father, a leader of an 
anti-Nazi movement, was 
arrested the first day of the Ger¬ 
man invasion of Poland, and was 
never seen again. Her brother 
Siegmund was shot in error by 
Polish National Army troops as 
he led a resistance platoon, dis¬ 
guised in enemy uniforms, into 
Nazi lines during the uprising. 
Her mother died during tbe shell¬ 
ing of Warsaw. 

Mrs. Viets accompanied her 
husband, Richard Noyes Viets, at 
a series of diplomatic posts. He 
most recently served as U.S. 
Ambassador in Tanzania and in 
Jordan. 

Most recently, they made their 
home in the countryside outside 
Middle burg. 

During the Polish National 
Army battle in Warsaw she won 
the Vertnti Militari, the equiva¬ 
lent of the Congresabnal Medal 
of Honour or the British Victoria 
Gross. 

Asked once if she would recog¬ 
nise tbe rebuilt Warsaw, she told 
a friend she had never seen the 
old dty. She quite literally fought 
in the underground. She bad 
come in to take part in the battle 
by carrying messages through tbe 
sewer system and cellars of the 
demolished capital, and had nev¬ 
er seen it whole. Friends have 
heard resistance movement songs 
sung in post-war Warsaw cafes 
praising her deeds. 

As tbe wife of an American 
diplomatic officer, she particular¬ 
ly enjoyed wearing her Polish 
National Army Medals at official 
Polish Communist diplomatic re¬ 


ceptions overseas. 

She earned a bachelor of arts in 
art history and archaeology from 
tbe University of London in 1948, 
and was chief cultural affairs 
officer in tbe United States In¬ 
formation Service in Tunis from 
1954 to 1958. 

Fluent in several languages, 
she also served as personal inter¬ 
preter for President Habib Bour- 
giba. 

While in Tokyo, she estab¬ 
lished a lecture series on art and 
civilization, and while in New 
Delhi, she founded tbe Roosevelt 
House Art Gallery. 

She was proud of the fact that 
after a 12 -year wait she was de¬ 
clared a U.S. citizen by an act of 
Congress. The bill was intro¬ 
duced by Lyndon Johnson. 

While in Tanzania, she found¬ 
ed the Center for the Handicap¬ 
ped in Dar es Salaam. In Am¬ 
man, Jordan, she originated 
programmes for handicapped and 
retarded children. 

A patron and friend of many 
artists, she occasionally painted 
and worked with many of Jor¬ 
dan's painters. 

She studied in a master’s de¬ 
gree programme in biblical 
archaeology at Tel Aviv Universi¬ 
ty, and worked on digs in Libya, 
Tunisia, Jordan, Syria. 

A member of the board of the 
Jane GoodaU Institute in Gombe, 
Tanzania, a further interest was 
in wildlife. 

From 1972 to 1974, she worked 
at the National Institute for Men¬ 
tal Health in Washington, D.C. 

She is survived by her husband, 
Richard Noyes Viets; three 
daughters, Alexandra Anastasia, 
Katrina Olga, and Marynka 
Natalia; and Marc Grabowski, 
her son by her first husband 
Count Christopher Grabowski. 

The family has suggested 
memorial contributions be made 
to the American Cancer Founda¬ 
tion. 

The date of a memorial service 
will be announced later. 
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The business day, and another business trip that means pressure and 
making every minute coant. So I just want to arrive on time and in good shape, ready 
fbrthatvita! meeting. 

Royal Jordanian's new Business Cass means a smooth, comfortable flight 
with excellent service, wide seals and traditional D , lcuircc 
Jordanian hospitality. DUbINtbb 

Now, I relax and enjoy the flight - on 
Royal Jordanian's new Easiness (loss. 
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Toe powerful to g gin g mdusir} have tried to intimidate ecologists trying to curtail deforestation 

Philippines environmental 
movement: Here to stay 


By Jon Miller 

MANILA — Maximo KaJaw’s 
eyes light up as he tells of a recent 
visit to a Manila school to talk 
about the profound environmen¬ 
tal problems facing the Philip¬ 
pines. He recalls how, when he 
began his presentation, he Looked 
up at his young audience and saw 
passionate, determined faces. 

"The children knew the en¬ 
vironment.” he says, almost in 
disbelief. “They * knew what 
causes pollution. And they were 
/ery mflitect! These girls were 
taediag on chairs and saying, 
the; government hasn't done this 
md-we want to do it ourselves!' 
3o i said, ‘OK, OK, I'll help 

•Oil. 

Kslav-^ whose full name is 
vfcxfrno s. Kalaw Jr., heads two 
cficer.iial Manila-based environ- 
gT'-supa — die Mari ter. 
oui-ciUon for die Censer, aaon 
Natural Resources and the 
’hilippines institute of Alterna¬ 
te Futures. The sdon of a prom- 
sent family and a former big- 
;ame hunter (“My past is hanging 
>n the wall.” laughs the 50-year- 
>ld), he is riding the crest of a 
urging environmental awareness 
'i this country. 

Karibon, which was founded as 
i bird-watching organisation in 
972 — its name is a loose native 
sgalog translation of “king of the 
■irds,” referring to the en- 
iaagered Philippine eagle — be¬ 
an to turn its attention to the 
nvironment in 1984. But Kalaw 
ays that the Philippine environ¬ 
mental movement, although still 
sung, is already on the verge of 
Sieving "that critical mass 
here it will really make a differ- 
ice.” 

From all indications, the move¬ 
ment has come not a moment too 
•on. From almost any high spot 
the Philippines, the causes and 
riects of an acute environmental 
isis are glaringly evident: 
ishermen use dynamite to kill 
>5i, destroying life-sustaining 
.■cal reels: manufacturers dump 
car do us chemicals into fragile 
"er systems, polluting the water 
pplies of villages downstream; 
nners use toxic pesticides that 
;nt3minate drinking water, and 
wes belch diesel smoke that 
sokes the streets of every city. 
e«wWhi!c. the population, now 
65 trillion. is growing at the 
re of 2.7 per cent per year. 


The main target of the fledgling 
environmental movement has 
been the powerful logging indus¬ 
try. The Philippines has been 
losing its forests at the rate of 
105.000 hectares (almost 260.000 
acres, or 41 square miles) every 
year. The loss has reduced the 
archipelago's forest cover from 75 
per cent in the 1950s to 25 per 
cent in 1988. Although deforesta¬ 
tion directly affects upland wild¬ 
life and mountain dwellers, it 
takes its toll on every facet of the 
ecology. 

Each year, monsoon rains fell 
on the once-wooded hills, 
washing soil down to the lowlands 
and the sea. Bringing floods and 
landslides, displacing lake water 
and fcurymf crops, the silted wa¬ 
ter moves tike a siiect avalanche, 
leaving a swath of physical, social 
and economic devastation that 
il' r .er.rc--£ to dts-.roy zr.y hope cf 
development in inis fertile but 
unrelentingly poor land. 

Not surprisingly, taking on the 
logging industry has made the 
environmental movement a 
favourite target, especially on the 
sparsely populated island of Pala¬ 
wan, in the western Philippines, 
where a few politically influential 
timber barons control nearly all 
the income generated by the is¬ 
land’s cnee-vast virgin forests. 

In 19S8 the Haribon Founda¬ 
tion opened a Palawan office and 
began to publicise the toll the 
loggers have exacted from the 
island's ecological and social sys¬ 
tems. At the same time it began 
to criticise government policies 
that allow the timber industry to 
be monopolised by a few indi¬ 
viduals and it also showed how 
loggers routinely circumvent laws 
designed to protect the environ¬ 
ment. 

The loggers responded by 
arranging for articles and reports 
to be suppressed, initiating law¬ 
suits and issuing death threats 
against environmental activists. 
Kalaw. who has been threatened 
repeatedly, says that this sort of 
harassment is not new. Through¬ 
out the Philippines, 120 of the 
government’s own “forest 
guards,” who monitor logging op¬ 
erations. have died under what 
are described as “mvsteri ms cir¬ 
cumstances” ic recent years. 

Some military and civilian offi¬ 
cials have chosen to see the prob¬ 
lem of illegal logging as a law- 
enforcement issue, but Kalaw be¬ 


Drug addiction — an indictment 

of American culture? 


lieves that it goes deeper than 
that. He asserts that the wanton 
abuse of the environment is 
symptomatic of the underlying 
social and economic inequities 
that have inhibited development 
of the Philippines for years. And. 
he contends, that is something 
that the government has been 
unwilling to confront. 

“No amount of police work is 
going to protect the environ¬ 
ment,” he says, adding that Fili¬ 
pinos have to realise that “one of 
the biggest causes of environmen¬ 
tal destruction is that we have 
structured a society where very 
few have access to our major 
resources.” Still, Kalaw knows 
that in a country as poor as the 
Philippines, it's net easy to pin¬ 
point 2 single problem that will 
provide rbe key to solving the 
ethers. And, compounding the 
difficulty for the environmental¬ 
ist, is the tremendous complexity 
of nature itself. Just as political 
and business interests are often 
difficult to separate, the different 
parts of the ecosystem that are 
under siege are all intimately and 
intricately connected. 

What begins with a chain saw 
in the mountains ends in the 
flooding of a slum-dwellers' shack 
in the heart of Manila.' What 
begins as a copper mine on an 
upland river ends in the poisoning 
death of an infant in a seaside 
village. The question for the en¬ 
vironmentalist is always where to 
begin. 

“I always start with die values 
that have to be changed.” says 
Kalaw. Hie goal of Filipino en¬ 
vironmentalists should be to 
understand “our original, ethnic | 
relationships and values with re- i 
spect to the land... and to trans¬ 
late those relationships back into 
what modern relationships are all l 
about.” This entails “bringing 
back the sacredness” to social 
and economic life, he adds. 

That statement carries a double 
resonance because indigenous 
Filipinos have borne the brunt of 
much of the environmental de¬ 
vastation. Tribal people who sus¬ 
tained themselves for generations 
in the hinterlands are being dep¬ 
rived of their livelihood and are 
forced to go to the cities to beg. 
An integral part of Haribon's 
mission is to assist in the pre¬ 
servation of Filipino tribal cul¬ 
ture. 

— World News Link. 


By Bernd Debusmann 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — “Americans 
represent only two per cent of 
the world population but con¬ 
sume 60 per cent of the world’s 
illicit drugs.” says Dr. Arnold 
Wash ton, an expert on addiction, 
“if that is not an indictment of oar 
culture, I don’t know what is.” 

Washton is co-author of a new 
study that provides some dues to 
a question rarely touched in the 
debate over drugs: why do Amer¬ 
icans use more drugs than anyone 
else? 

Experts says U.S. per capita 
consumption of illicit drugs is the 
world's highest. In addition, mil¬ 
lions abuse prescription drugs 
from tranquillisers to sleeping { 
pills. Alcohol and tobacco, usual¬ 
ly excluded from the drug debate, 
account for an estimated 450,000 
deaths a year. 

“We are not only talking about 
cocaine or crack," Washton said 
in an interview. “We are now 
seeing high school kids who are 
getting high from typewriter cor¬ 
rection fluid. We are becoming a 
nation of compulsive drug users, 
a “chemical people”. The reason 
is rooted in a society driven by 
obsessions with perfection, per¬ 
formance, possessions, money 
and power, according to the study, 
entitled “willpower’s not 
enough.” 

At the same time, the support 
traditionally provided by the ex¬ 
tended family or community is 
breaking down. 

In this environment, the study 
says, people are vulnerable to the 
temptation of “mood changers" 
— drugs or compulsive behaviour 
that make the individual feel 
good while the effects last and that 
temporarily meet emotional and 
social needs the “American way 
of life'’ fails to provide. 

Addictions in the United States 
go beyond drugs, according to 
Wasbton. No other country has 
as many compulsive overeateis 
(estimated at 40 to 60 million) or 
gamblers (12 million). 

For many Americans, even sex 
is a compulsion. 

Sexual abuse 

“For sex addicts, sex is the 
drug that is used-in a-never- 
ending search for relief, distrac¬ 
tion, comfort, excitement and a 
sense of power or other effect 
having little to do with sex itself,” 
the study says. 

Some 60 million Americans, it 
asserts, are sexually abused by the 
time they reach 18. Reports of 
sexual abuse have shot up from 
6,000 in 1976 to 200,000 last year. 

“It is a form of collective insan¬ 
ity to believe that if all illicit drugs 
were somehow removed from this 
country, we would become a soci¬ 
ety of noncorapulsive, life- 
embracing people,’* said 
Washton. director of the Wash- 
ton Institute on Addictions in 
New York and founder of the 
first national cocaine hotline. 

“He fact that so many other 
types of compulsive behaviour 
are springing up testifies to the 
fallacy of that belief.” 

Many drug experts view with 
scepticism sociological explana¬ 
tions for a drug epidemic which 
has turned parts of major cities 
into virtual war zones and costs 
an estimated $200 billion a year in 
lost productivity, medical care 
and crime. 


“I don’t think it is correct to 
say that America is a continuous¬ 
ly addictive society,” said Dr. 
David Musto of Yale University, 
a leading authority on the history 
of drug use in the United States. 
“At various times, we have gone 
from being tremendous consum¬ 
ers of drugs to using almost no 
drugs whatsoever.” 

The pendulum has swung from 
one extreme to the other in 
periods of 70 to 80 years. Musto 
said, recalling that President Wil¬ 
liam Taft spoke in 1910 of “a 
most fearful epidemic of 
cocaine.” Fifteen years later, the 
epidemic had run its course. 

There is no sign that the pre¬ 
sent epidemic is near its peak. 


Anti-narcotics officials say that 
mack, an extremely addictive, 
smokable form of cocaine, 4s fast 
spreading from urban slams to 
the middle class and from cities to 
the countryside. 

Many Americans, including 
law enforcement officers, share 
an uneasy feeling that their way 
of life contributes to the problem. 

“There is not one single 
answer,” said a senior official of 
the drug enforcement administra¬ 
tion, “but one of the root causes 
is in the family.” 

“Millions of kids are left to 
themselves. Among the poor, 
single-parent families often just 
don't function. Among the middle 
class, mom and dad are often too 


busy with their careers to spare 
time for the children." 

Latchkey children 

A recent study of 5,000 teenage 
schoolchildren in California 
found that “latchkey children” 
caring for themselves after school 
were twice as likely to use alcohol 
and 1.7 times as likely to use 
Marijuana as adolescents who 
grow up under more direct adult 
care. 

The study found the smallest 
number of latchkey children 
among Hispanic families, where 
grandparents, aunts or cousins 
take over when parents have to 
work. 


Latin Americans cite tradib . ri¬ 
al values and the safety net of the 
extended family as reasons why 
drug addiction in their countries 
is minimal compared with the 
United States. 

Peru, Bolivia, and Colombia— 
which produce almost all the 
cocaine used in the United States 
— have virtually no cocaine prob¬ 
lem except among abandoned 
street children whose number is 
min ute compared with an esti¬ 
mated six million American 
cocaine users. 

While there is no unanimity on 
the reasons for the American 
penchant for drugs, most experts 
agree that the war on drugs has so 
far failed to stem the flood. 


Few days.... 


and we move from Marka to the new centre 
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O f MERCEDES-BENZ 

EntfnMrad lik» no other car in ttin world. 

T. Gargour and fils 

“TRUST” Since 1928 



.■•r all your: 

’ -' Packing, 

_ -yr Freight Forwarding, 

-1 Customs Clearance. 
Door-to-door Service. 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs. 

please call: 

VMfrV XAfVAX & SONS 

-Abdel Humid Shuraf Street 
■ * Shmcisuni 

P.O. Box 780o 
Amman. Jordan 
7e1. W.M67r>. frlWJd 



first S best 
Cdn:SS9 ReStSti Jht 
ir. Jordan 

U* Girde. Jabal Amman, near 
Ah'Jyyah Gris Schooi 

away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-5:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midaight 

TsI. 638963 


M CROWN 
■ INT’L EST. 

5 packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storaging. 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


Agons aa ever tne wane 
Tel: 3S4CSC. Fax: 8S3SSZ 
7Ssc^22C5 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Sox 926487 
AMMAN JORDAN 




MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Cheese Faming pot is available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12^0-1550 
23-JO 

IVaciSsqra Read - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 > 


EVERY 

DAY 


PEOPLE mo NEED 

MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES 

CALL US I 




TeL 604671 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get;- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge¬ 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
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jailed at home, exiled abroad 


'; T vCOME; to Britain-10 

’•pflMftOter 'the Eiwfyh tr anslation 

- myito-vd, Derf On The Cross, 

written & Giknya at 
zr -Kanpfi Mariraom Security prison 
^ m ih l578. Hesnemami, 

. - ny jgiMwhftrs, had put me np at 
the KJusscII Hotel so that 1 could 
t be near tbeiz offices at Bedford 
Square and to die press. But the 
ibookthat first caught my eye on 
Hr: nteringHa London bookshop was 
/■■ff' dtm volume titled Writers In 
ExDe, by Andrew Gorr. X was 
.surprised, on leafing thmngh it, 
to .find myself in the company of 
i Katherine Mansfield from New 
" Zealand and V.S. Naipaul from. 

- - Trinidad, as those modern writers 

who had followed the path set by 
theIrish writer, James Joyce: that 
of flight to die metropoiisof a 
foreign country. Yon remember 
=• -the position of Joyce’s hero in A 
Portrait Of The Artist As A 
■Young Man? 

I will tell yoa what I will do and 
_ what I wH not do. I will not serve 

tbat in which I no longer believe, 
whether it caH itself my home, my 
fatherlan d or my church; and I 
„■. iriff try to express myself in some 
mode of life or art as freely as I 
c&nand as wholly as I can, using 
■ for my defence the only arms I 
allow myself to use — silence, 
exile and. cunning. 

-• Home, fether/motberiand, ex¬ 
ile? I, a writer in eadlc? I had just 
arrived in Britain cm June 8, 
firmly intending to leave for 
Kenya on July 31. In my book, 

- Detailed: A Writer’s Pram Di¬ 
ary, published the same year as 
Andrew Gnrr’s Writers in Exile, 
Ihad rejected the option of exile 

: info wfakh the Kenya government 
hatbeen trying to force me fay 
denying me jobs, virtually ban- 
-. mag me from the premises of 

- schools and colleges. I was even - 
feeling not a little pleased with 
myself for having confirmed the 
date and the flight of my return 
home. I was not going to be one 
of James Joyce’s heroes, obeying 
only the laws of my imagination 
on the banks of the Thames or '• 
Seine, or in a new Bloom s b u ry 
around Bedford Square. 

I took time off man the busy 
schedule of interviews and talks 
to visit the lateC.L.FL James at 
his place m~Raihbn Road, Brix- 
ton. I had first met him in MaJce- 
rere University in 1969 where I 
tbenhekLa one-year fellowship in 
creative writing: He was on a 
brief visit. . i;... 

We readily found common . 
ground in our interest in Carib¬ 
bean literature and Pas*fricanist 
politics. And now, in 1982, James 
reader recalled opt cou y ersations 
■fe Nfekexere, particularly about - 
has old coimade-Hi-Paiwdrican- 
ism, the late ~ Jfomo : Kenyatta,. 
aboot whom James did hot al¬ 
ways have the most endearing of 
to.say. / 


Petals of Blood 

I had fallen out with the 
Kenyatta regime in 1969 over the 
suppression- of academic freedom 
at the Umveraty of Nairobi and I 
had rerignedin protest. In 1977 
Kenya tia had imprisoned me for 
my activities in community 
theatre at Limuru, in Kenya, 
although some other people 
argue mat it was my novel. Petals 
Of Blood, which _had really 
angered the regime. 

1 briefed James about the in¬ 
tensified repression under the 
new Moi regime. I told him about 
die recent wave of arrests which 
led led to the detention without 
trial of a number of intellectuals, 
mriyHng A1 Amiri MazraL, a 
Kenyan playwright. "And yon 
are still intending to go back on 
July 31?" he asked, slightly rais¬ 
ing his frail body from the bed. 
‘They will kUl.yon in sax months, 
the way they (fid .Walter Rod¬ 
ney.” I would go home, I in¬ 
sisted. On parting be gave me one 
of bra books with the in sc ri ption: 
^or ' NgugL Please stay for a 
while at feast Today, we here 
need you.’LThe book was a critic¬ 
al evaluation of Melville’s Moby 
Dick, a novel we used to read as 
an _ exam text in Kenya in the 
Fifties. : 

On amVaTin my hotel, I found 
ari.ur^nt coded message from 
.Kenya: “A red carpet awaits yon 
at Jamb Kenyatta airport able to. 
mn fti n ihe iweBia^ ! I was due 
for arrest and another detention 
without trial, or worse... It took 
3 while to foe reality behind the 
' message to sink in. I could not 
arifegf. the: feet of exile, or the 


jtrung onoe described it in a book. 
jAftd even , after I had cancelled 
my xeturn and progressively de- 
soended from my resideacy m the 
Russell Hotel to a wanderer in 
London-in search ofaplace in 
tfB&to. I could hot bring 
-mysdf to use the word “exile” in. 
re ference toi myseff. ... 
v-‘SlOTWEteGKED^ was the 
warjdil x^ter used, perhaps re¬ 
membering James’s mariners, re¬ 
negades,- and castaways. Bat 
& fharTwas now firing 
fe rcahty of the modem write in 

a writer was bom in atjh 
iLufmcoeways than one. The 
literature. 



slave narratives by the likes of. 
. Olatrdah Eqmano. In his auto¬ 
biography, The interesting Life 
Of Omndah Eqmano, or Gusta¬ 
vos Vassa, Tire African, be wrote 
of die Africa of his chfidhood as 
enrafering of nations of dancers, 
rniBg c fems and poets, very much 
in terms that wonkJ later become 
foe cent r a l themes of the Negri- 
tode writers of foe Thirties and 

. on-house was tb?entire land¬ 
scape outside Africa, for many 
writers their prison-boose is in¬ 
side their countries. 

The 20th century bos seen 
. many an African-writer- wmffaiteri 
by the cofonial and neocolonial 
state to corridors of silence. Ums 
British Kenya saw many of the 
militant Man Man in jails and 
detention camps in the fifties; 
apartheid South Africa has at 
various times jaded writers Eke 
Dennis Bratus, Caescrina Male- 
weri, and tire late Alex La Gnrna; 
independent Kenya imprisoned 
writers like Abditetif Abdnfia and 
A1 Amin Mazrui; Egypt ensured 
a taste of prison for such writers 
as Sherif Hetata and Nawal d 
Saadawi; Kofi Awoonor from 
Ghana has also bad a prison 
experience; and carrendy Jack 
Mapanje of Malawi is languishing 
in prison. And there have been 
classic cases of writers like 
Gakaara Wanj an of Kenya, who 
were jailed by both die colonial 
and neocokraiai a uth orities for 
their writing. 

. . These are onhr a few repre¬ 
sentative examples from east, 
west, south, and north Africa. 


dneed a literature bom of 
experiences in the corridors of 
silence. It is telling that the first 
African recipient of the Nobel 
Prize for Literature, Wole 
Soyinka, is himself a prison 
graduate, having spent three 
years in various jails in Nigeria, 
. foe land from which Eqmano had 
been abducted in the I8th cen¬ 
tury. Thus, just as there is a 
tradition of slave narratives, 
there is m tlig 20th iwiim y a 
- whole tradition of prison fitera- 
tnxe from Africa. 

Unfortunately a few other wri¬ 
ters never survived their prison- 
booses to teH the tale. Irfi Amin 1 * 
Uganda had a number of writers 
killed, just as in South Africa 
today. .Which of the two would 
have been my fete — prison or 
! death.— had I returned to Moi’s. 
Kenya, I am not too keen to 
know. 

I had spent a year in a max¬ 
imum security prison in 1977-78 
and I knowhow much of a waste 
of human life prison is, especially 
in Kenya where the jading of 
intellectuals has been a punitive 
measure. Perhaps James was 
right but I don’t want to try to 
prove him wrong. 

What finally convinced me ab¬ 
out die troth of the messages of a 
red-carpet welcome in 1982 by 
President Moi at Jomo Kenyatta 
airport was the flight into exile of 
two writers, Khnani Gecan and 
Ngngi wa Mini. I had worked 


By Ngngi wa Thioog’o 

with both at the community 
theatre in Linmm in Kenya. They 
had been only one or two steps 
ahead of Moi’s agents. Knnaai 
and Ngngi had become part of the 
community of African writers in 
exile. 

Expatriate tfteratnre 

I am here talking about physic¬ 
al exile. There have been two 
tvpes of writers in exile from 
Africa, There are the vohmtazy 
exiles, those forced to five abroad 
through choice or through cir-. 
cumsbmces other than threats of 
prison or death. These are the 
ones who are comparable to the 
expatriate writer of the James 
Joyce or He mingway tradition, or 
that of die Blo omsbu ry aide of 
Katherine Mansfield. 

In the Twenties and Thirties, 
foe group of African students 
who lived in Paris produced a 
fituatore that later acquired the 
semblance of a distinctive move¬ 
ment under die name Negritnde. 
Sedar Senghor, later foe presi¬ 
dent of Senegal, was one of the 
leading light* of this ex patriate 
type of literature. 

The second category is font of 
those writers forced into exile 
through fear of certain death or 
prison or both. These are victims 
of state terror and they are in 
flight for their fives. They belong 
to die category of B. Brecht and 
others who fled Nazi Germany. 
From them there has not been 
any distinctive Kteraiy move- 
moat, I suppose because they do 
not always come from similar 
c ircum stances. 

Nevertheless physical exSe has 
been part and parcel of 20th- 
centmy African fiteralnre. Begin¬ 
ning with Peter Abrahams, Sooth 
Africa has contributed most to this 
category. Home And Exile is foe 
title of a book by another South 
African writer, Lewis Nkosi, and 
it very well c ap t ure s the under¬ 
lying themes and contradictions 
in modem African literature. 

Home? Even after I had 
riiaf f hurt been ship- 
on an stand called Great 
Britain, I could never bring my¬ 
self to unpack the bags I had kept 
ready for my return to Kenya. 

Novels of re tu rn 

Then in 1983/841 wrote Mati- 
gari, a novel of return, in the 
Gikuyu language, and I felt a 
sense of belonging sack as.I bad 
felt when m 1978 at KamW Max¬ 
imum Security Prison in CeS No. 
16, I had written Caitanni 
Mntharabaim (Devil On The 
Goss) as an attempt to iecom>ect 
myself to fo^- iyiinnmiiy from 
which 1 had been so brutally cut 
by tire neocolonial regime in 
Kenya. Now I had done the same * 
thing and experienced not too 
dfenmilar emotions. Was there a 
connection between prison and* 
exfle? 

In both cases foe writer is 
keenly aware of Us loss of free¬ 
dom.' He is haunted by a 
tremendous longing for a connec¬ 
tion. Exile can even be worse 


than prison. Some people have 
been known to survive prison in 
their own countries better than 
"freedom” in physical exile. 

But there is another sense, a 
larger sense, in which we can talk 
of exile in African fiterature. The 
writers who eme rged after the 
second world war were nearly all 
die products of univ e rs ities at hone 
and abroad. Some of these umversi- 
abroad. Some of these univera- 
ties like Ibadan in Nigeria, Make- 
rere in Uganda, Adnmcta in 
Ghana hadDeeu set up to manu¬ 
facture as elite that could later 
make a good partnership with the 
British ruling aides. The curricu¬ 
la reflected liftie or nothing of the 
local 

■ The situation was quite ironic. 
Many of die educated Africans 
had beat sent to foe higher seats 
of lwinwwp by fo*fe peasant com¬ 
munities so they could come back 
and hdp in the collective surviv¬ 
al. But at the end of the educa¬ 
tional pipeline, these select few 
had more in common with the 
very social forces which kept then- 
communities down in foe first 
place. In colonial times they 
would probably have joined the 
state a dministra tion as junior 
partners, but with the hope that a 
fittie bit more would fall to them 
from the master’s table. In 
neocolonial times—that is, after 
independence — they joined the 
multinationals whose pro fi ts de¬ 
pended on die misery of the very 
~ who had seat them out to 
bade their share. 

were part of foe edu¬ 
cated elite, and there was no way 
way they could escape from these 
contradictions. Far instance, they 
nearly all opted for European 
hnpMpy as the WWIIMi of rtiear 
creative output. Thus English, 
French, and Portuguese became 
the languages of the new African 
literature. But these languages 
were spoken by only about 3 per 
cent of the population. The Afri¬ 
can Prometheus had been sent to 
wrest fixe from the gods, but 
iwfam# a captive con¬ 
tented wi th warming himself at 
the fireside of the gods. Other¬ 
wise he carried the fire in contain¬ 
ers that were completely sealed 
and for whkfa tbe majority had 
not key. For whom were they 



I was a student at Leeds Uni¬ 
versity in the mid-Sixties when I 
first strongly felt a sense of de¬ 
spair at that contradiction in my 
situation as a writer. I bad just 
published a Gram of Wheat, a 
novel that dealt with the Kenya 
people's straggle for independ¬ 
ence. But the very people about 
whom I was writing were never 
going to read the novel or have it 
read for them. I had carefully 
sealed their lives in & linguistic 
case. Thus whether I was based in 
or outride my opting fix 
had already marked me 
as a writer ia exile. Perhaps 
Andrew Guxr had been right af¬ 
ter an. The African writer is 
already set aside from people by 
ins education and language 
choice. 
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The situation of the writer in 
20th-century Africa minors that 
of the larger society. For if the 
writer has been in a state of exile 
— whether it is physical or spir¬ 
itual — the people themselves 
have been in exile in relationship 
to their economic and political 
landscape. 

During the colonial era, the 
Afrkan people were dispossessed 
of their and labour and 
mind. Use colonial power took 
on the form of an inaccessible 
god, set on dismembering a peo¬ 
ple and a continent. The remnant 
of this Africa can still be seen in 
South Africa. 

pnlflniak 

Independence did not always 
result in the emp o w e rm ent of the 
people. Economic power still lay 
m the hand* of multinationals, 
and political power in the hands 
of a tiny elite exercising it on 
behalf of fo** dominant interests 
of the West. This elite, pampered 
with militar y gadgets Of all kind* 
with which to rein, in a restive 
population, has often turned an 
entire country into a vast prison- 
house. Africa is a continent alien¬ 
ated from itself by yean of alien 
conquests and internal despots. 
Thus the state of exile in the 
Kteraiy landscape reflects a larger 
state of alienation in the society 
as a whole, a dear case of colo¬ 
nial legacy which has left scars on 
foe body, heart, and mind of the 
continent. The Man Died; Things 
Fall Apart; No Longer At Ease; 
The Beautiful Ones Are Not Yet 
Bom; From A Crooked Rib: the 
titles of many novels in Africa 
speak clearly of this alienation, or 
foi* rtkmwnh ennent of parts foa* 
could have made a whole. 

Is African literature capable of 
a successful homecoming? It has 
already gone through at least 
three phases within the last three 
or four decades. In the Fifties its 
sentiments — TeH Freedom — 
were largely in harmony with the 
general sentiments for independ¬ 
ence. The Sixties, the era of 
coups d’etat, gave birth to a 
literature of disillusionment. 
Attacks and lam entation were the 
key tones in this literature. The 
Seventies and the Fightie* saw 
some writers seeking to find a 
way out of the earlier despair by 
trying to connect the works of foe 
imagination with the struggles of 
the people for social change and 
social justice. But their search for 
a way back among the people was 
hampered by the very Kngnistic 



Ngpgi wa Thiong’o has lived in ex3e from his native 
Kenya since mid-1982. He was held in detention 
without trial in Kenya throughout 1978 after a 
performance of hfc play, Ngaahfea Ndeenda (I WiB 
Marry When I Want). Its theme to that those who 


i they had been thrown into 
their colonial legacy. 

The Nineties will see more and 
more writers trying to break out 
of foe linguistic prison to seek 
their genuine roots in foe lan¬ 
guages and rhythms of life of the 
dispossessed majority. 

Only in this way will African 
literature find its real home-com¬ 


ing 

who 


among the African masses 
10 have always struggled to 
overcome the state of alienation. 
Otherwise it is doomed to die, or 
stagnate in the linguistic prison of 
its colonial legacy. 

The nightmare of the latter half 
of the 20th century is the fear that 
a human creation, the Bomb, has 
come to threaten the very exist- 


b&d fought hardest for independence had gamed: 
feast, a theme to which he reterss to his kv scvel, 
Matigari, published earlier this year by Heine- 


ence of foe human race, and 
indeed all life. A universal sense 
of exile, of not really belonging.' 
still haunts h umankin d. 

In its search for a genuine 
homecoming, African Literature 
will truly reflect foe universal 
struggle for a world which truly 
belongs to us all — The Guar¬ 
dian. 
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From October 29,1989 
you’ll be flying a modern, 
comfortable Interconti¬ 
nental Airbus A 300 on 
Lufthansa from Amman. 
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Economy and our 
famous Senator First 
Class, you’ll also have 
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Business Class to 


choose from. With the 
service, punctuality and 
reliability you expect 
from Lufthansa. With the 
schedule flexibility today's 
business travellers need. 
With our Advance Seat 
Reservation that gets 
you your seat when you 
book your flight 




















Economy 

Mevissd lictme Tax law eases' 
burden ©a average wage-earner 


. -.-A 


By Suheir Obeidat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government has come through with 
its promise of a “restructured income tax law which 
will alleviate the tax burden on low-income groups 
and make the rich pay a little more.” 


According to amendments to 
the income tax law which were 
adopted by the Council of Minis¬ 
ters last week and which become 
effective Nov. 1, any person with 
an average annual income of JD 
1,400 will be exempt from paying 
income tax. 

The main features of the re¬ 
vised law are as under: 

— UntQ now, a government 
employee was automatically enti¬ 
tled for 50 per cent exemption on 
his or her salary and private 
sector employees for 25 per cent 
of their salaries. With the amend¬ 
ments, a ceiling has been set at 
JD 3,600 for this category. In 
other words, a government em¬ 
ployee whose annual salary is JD 
7,300 will only be entitled to 
income tax exemption to the tune 


of JD 3,600 and will have to pay 
income tax on the rest. 

The second part of the amend¬ 
ment introduced to the same 
category, is that exemption can¬ 
not be less than JD 1,(X)0, mean¬ 
ing that lower income brackets 
will be free of taxes. 

With the minimum exemption 
set at JD 1,000, a quick calcula¬ 
tion shows that an individual who 
earns JD 1,400 every year will 
pay no tax at a0 since he or she 
will have further exemptions 
which are already in place. These 
include JD 400 for a single person 
and JD 600 for a married person, 
and JD 200 for every child. In 
addition, a further exemption of 
JD 500 is available for every child 
who is undergoing higher educa¬ 
tion. Thus, a single person is 


automatically entitled for an ex¬ 
emption of JD 1,400. 

But all these exemptions are 
cut by half in case of people who 
have an individual annual income 
of JD 10,000 or more. 

According to the new law, 
earnings of middlemen from sale 
or purchase of Land real estate, 

stock and bonds will be taxed, but 

capital gains from such deals will 
remain exempted. 

Another amendment is the uni¬ 
fication of the corporate tax 
which has now become 40 per 
cent. Previously, public share- 
bolding companies had to pay 35 
per cent of tax, private companies 
paid 38 per cent and ordinary 
non-resident companies bad to 
pay 40 per cent. Now, all pre¬ 
viously mentioned types of com¬ 
panies will have to pay 40 per 
cent in tax. 

As for public shareholding 
bank, financial institutions, insur¬ 
ance companies, foreign ex¬ 
change and brokerage com¬ 
panies, the tax remains ,50 per 
emit and 55 per cent for the 
privately owned. But the new 


amended law, specifies that the 
minim um tax percentage cm the 
gross profit of the above institu¬ 
tions of both private and public 
sectors should in no way be less 
than 35 per cent. 

According to the amended law, 
the Council of Ministers is autho¬ 
rised, upon the recommendation 
of the minister of finance, to issue 
a decision to be published in the 
'official gazette, by which it would 
specify a minimum tax limit for 
any group that it sees fit, pro¬ 
vided that such tax did not exceed 
two per cent of the value of their 
services, sales, or annual imports, 
whichever is greater. 

Financial observers expect the 
new measures to improve effi¬ 
ciency of tax collection, conse¬ 
quently increasing government 
income. Income tax reached JD 
60 million in 1987 and JD 45 
milli on in 1988, with an estimate 
of JD 60 million, for 1989. 

The estimate is expected to 
reach JD 90 millio n in 1989, 
Minister of Finance Bassel Jar- 
daneh told reporters last month. 


Senegalese reluctant to swallow 
World Bank austerity medicine 


DAKAR (R) — The government 
of Senegal, feeling the crunch of 
an ansterity policy aimed at 
arresting economic decline, faces 
mounting opposition to tough 
medhane prescribed by the World 
Bank ana Western donors. 

In less than a week last month. 
President Abdou Diouf faced 
open rebellion from two influen¬ 
tial groups hitherto his staunchest 
traditional supporters. 

Disgruntled market traders 
staged a one-day strike to protest 
against increases in sales tax and 
import duties and powerful trade 
unions opposed new employment 
regulations hastily passed in par¬ 
liament. 

“Menacing douds are gather¬ 
ing over Senegal's horizon which 
herald stormy times ahead for the 
government,” warned the inde¬ 
pendent weekly Sud-Hebdo. 

The tax increases meant that 
almost every household item such 
as soap, milk and butter has gone 
up by at least 10 per cent in 
markets and shops. The govern¬ 


ment, anxious to head offfurther 
protests among the seven million 
population, said staples such as 
rice, tomato puree, cooking oil 
and sugar would not be affected. 

The changes in the labour laws 
enable employment to hire sea¬ 
sonal staff on temporary con¬ 
tracts and to dis mis s workers 
more easily — two measures de¬ 
manded by the World Ba&k to 
boost local industry and attract 
foreign investors. 

Commentators say the current 
signs of discontent could shatter 
an uneasy domestic truce 
observed on the political front 
since last April's ethnic and ter¬ 
ritorial conflict with Mauritania. 

Senegal's vocal opposition par¬ 
ties have accused Diouf of giving 
in to the World Bank’s "econo¬ 
mic diktat” to ensure the govern¬ 
ment’s political survival. 

Public dissatisfaction might 
also shake foreign investors' con¬ 
fidence in Senegal’s political sta¬ 
bility and prospects for economic 
recovery in the long run. 


Dnring a stormy meeting with 
union leaders last month Diouf 
did not mince his words. 

Independent newspapers 
quoted him as saying: 

"Are yon seeking the destruc¬ 
tion of Senegal?. Investors are 
fleeing our country for other 


inspired scheme to reduce the 
number of civil servants on a 
voluntary basis coukl prove poli¬ 
tical dynamite. 

No figures or timing have been 
officially released but a senior 
cabinet minister told Reuters m 
April that a third of the 67,000 


African nations. I have my back * government jobs should ideally 
against the wall and had the go in the next few years. 


AHHMH “HgESABUGE RATES 


Wednesday November 1,1939 
Central Bank official rates 


Bog Se3 


U.S. defer 
Pound Surfing 
Deutschmark 
Swiss franc 


629.0 

990.8 

341.1 

388.4 


635.0 

1000.7 

344.5 

502-3 


French franc 
Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
f re Kan lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 


100.5 

440.1 

302.2 
97.9 
4tu5 

1616 


101.5 

444.5 
305-2 
98.9 
47.0 

1M.2 


LOBHKSES bSCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.5752/62 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1745/55 

Canadian dollar 

1.8420/27 

Deutsche marks 

2.0783/90 

Dutch guilders 

1.6175/85 

Swiss francs 

38.65/69 

Belgian francs 

6.2500/50 

French francs 

1352/1353 

Italian lire 

143.38/48 

Jananese yen 

6.4200/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.9125/75 

Norwegian crowns 

7.1625/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 373.70/374.20 

U.S. dollars 


reforms been rejected, the gov¬ 
ernment might have been unable 
to pay its wages in coming 
months.” 

The civil service wage bill rose 
to $400 million last year despite a 
virtual salary freeze since the 
early 1980s. 

Still reeling from a series of 
devastating droughts in the 1970s 
and depressed world prices for 
groundnut oil and phosphates — 
its main commodity exports — 
Senegal adopted an austerity 
programme in 1979 to win de¬ 
sperately-needed foreign aid. 

The government concentrated 
first on curbing the deterioration 
of Senegal's financial position, 
with some success. 

In 1986, a seven-year adjust¬ 
ment programme was launched to 
tackle persistent structura l causes 
of tiie crisis. It provides for the 
classic remedies prescribed by the 
World Bank to restore financial 
and revive an economy 
by a S3.2 billion foreign 

debt. 

The programme includes a big 
cut in the size of a bloated civil 
service, privatisation of 26 public 
companies and semi-state owned 
enterprises and a tightening of 
the lending policies. 

Political analysts say the recent 
announcement of a World Bank- 


A substantia] cut in the civil 
service is one of the main condi¬ 
tions attached by the World Bank 
to grant Senegal a fourth structu¬ 
ral adjustment loan worth $150 
million. 

“Given the fact that one wage 
earner usually supports an aver¬ 
age of 10 people, the government 
is treading on a political mine¬ 
field,” warned a Western eco¬ 
nomist. The minimum daily wage 
is 800 CFA francs ($2.60), just 
enough to cover the cost of two 
basic meals of rice and tea. and 
transportation. 

A recent survey by the United 
Nations Development Program¬ 
me said gross domestic product 

S ew in real terms an average 
ur percent a year between 1985 
and 1988, compared with the 
population growth rate of 2.9 per 
cent. 

“Taken as a whole, the state of 
the Senegalese economy has 
improved. But the main 
sfit of the adjustment policy 
has been to facilitate an excep¬ 
tional mobilisation of external 
financial resources,” the report 
pointed out. 

Senegal is one of West Africa’s 
largest beneficiaries of foreign aid 
per capita, with an estimated $1.6 
billion in grants and $1.65 billion 
in loans since 1984. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


ST©CfS MARKETS 


SYDNEY — Shares finished slightly higher in subdued trading. 
Tuesday’s 42-point surge on Wall Street failed to inspire local 
enthusiasm. The AH Ordinaries index rose 2.5 to 1,648.7. 

TOKYO — High-speed intra-day dealing kept volume brisk but 
the key Nikkei index closed mixed after languishing most of the 
day. It ended up 14.9S at 35,564.43. 

HONG KONG — Profit-taking pushed prices to a slightly lower 
dose and dealers forecast the market would continue to consoli¬ 
date over the next few days. The Hang Seng index fell 3.61 to 
2,721.68. 

SINGAPORE — Shares dosed firmer in thin trading. Most 
'investors were reluctant to take up large positions before the 
announced split of the Koala Lumpur and Singapore stock 
exchanges. The Straits Times industrial index rose 2.83 to 
1,335.24. 

BOMBAY — Prices recovered from a subdued start to finish 
mixed on widespread buying by state-owned investment trusts. 
Voltas fell 20 rupees to 910 and Hindustan Ciba 10 to 980. 
FRANKFURT — Prices of major shares ended slightly firmer but 
a holiday in much of Europe left trading thin ana directionless. 
The DAX index rose 3.43 to 1,476.19. 


PARIS •— Markets ciosed for AH Saints Day. 

LONDON Share prices were around the day's highs in late 
trading as the market continued to draw support from the 
possibility that a major bid cay soon emerge. Worries about 
sterling’s vulnerability and political uncertainties effectively kept 
man y inv estors and professionals out of the market. At 16.2 Got 1 
the FTSE 100 was up 19.0 at 2,161.6. 

NEW YORK — Stocks rose on news of higher than expected 
factory orders. Tbs Dow was up five at 2,650 in mid-morning. 


HARRIS 



“You told your mother that rm 
immature! You said It this 
many times!" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
• by Honrl Arnold and Bob Lae 


Un scramb le these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to fonn 
tour onfinary words. 


□ 

rAMID 




* 

m 


CANYF 

XX 


i 


SLIMAD 





rm 


Gl 

URTED 


□ 

EEC 



WHAT THE LAWYER 
WHO JOINED THE 

HJUPI5T COLONY 

NEVER HAP. 


Now arrange Che circled letters to 
lorn the swprtse answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 


* “ rrxxT txxxii 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: METAL CRACK 

Answer There was a lot of this In the 

the employment agency— 1 TDL£“ 


(Answers Monday) 
VARIED KETTLE 

„ room of 
ALK 


W. Germany 
reschedules 
Jordanian 
’89, ’90 debt 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
West Germany Wednesday 
signed an agreement here for 
rescheduling payment on Jorda¬ 
nian debts to West Germany as 
provided for in an accord with the 
West German Development 
Bank, according to a statement 
by the Ministry of Finance where 
the agreement was concluded. 

The statement said that an 
agreement was also reached be¬ 
tween the Jordanian government 
and Hennz Bank of West Ger¬ 
many 'dealing with arrangements 
for repayment. 

Rescheduling will cover all in¬ 
stalments due between 1989 and 
1990 and part of the interest due 
for 1989 and which altogether 
total 76,862^12 marks. 

The statement said that repay¬ 
ment of these sums will be spread 
over 10 years starting 1990 with a 
five-year grace period during 
which only interest on the resche¬ 
duled loans wili be paid. 

According to the statement, 
the interest rate on the resche¬ 
duled loans for the West German 
Development Bank stands at 2.75 
per cent, but the interest rate on 
loans from other German credi¬ 
tors will be 7.15 per cent 

The agreements were signed by 
Finance Minister Basel Jaxdaneh 
and West German ambassador to 
Jordan, Herwig Bartels, as well 
as representatives of the con¬ 
cerned parties. 

So far, Jordan has reached 
agreements with the United 
States, Denmark, and Spam on 
rescheduling foreign debts due oo 
Jordan to these countries in 
accordance with the Paris Chib 
agreement. 


Department 
of Statistics 

issues 39th 
databook 


AMMAN (Petra)—The Depart¬ 
ment of Statistics has issued its 
39th statistical’ book which pro¬ 
vides detailed information on va¬ 
rious socio-economic activities in 
Jordan. 

The statistical book provides 
data about the climate, popula¬ 
tion, labour, agriculture, indus¬ 
try. electricity, construction 
work, transport, telecommunica¬ 
tions, health, education, travel 
and tourism, security, finance, 
internal and external trade, prices 
of commodities and national 
accounts. 

In addition, the book contains 
21 chapters including statistical 
tables covering the period 1984- 
1987. According to a department 
spokesman, information in the 
book, which was compiled be¬ 
tween 1986 and 1988, was based 
on studies and surveys, annual 
and monthly reports and various 
statistical bulletins issued by gov¬ 
ernment offices. 

He said that the book is of 
immense value to planners, poli¬ 
cy and decision-makers, ana re¬ 
searchers, providing valuable in¬ 
formation on the various topics. 
It is also provides information on 
the activities of charitable and 
voluntary societies, trade unions, 
banks and financial institutions. 
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Maintenance conscious airline’ 


By Waleed Sadi 


TO UNDERSCORE Lufthansa 
airlines' exemplary meticulous 
maintenance level, a senior 
Lufthansa official whimsically 
told a group of visiting Jordanian 
journalists to Lufthansa installa¬ 
tions in Frankfurt recently that 
the West German airliner 
observes an old and forgotten 
edict by no other than Karl Marx 
in conducting its zealous mainte¬ 
nance. The Lufthansa official 
went on to confirm that it was the 
father of communism Karl Marx 
who preached the motto: "confi¬ 
dence is good but centred is bet¬ 
ter, ” but that file communist faitii 
had pushed that slogan to obli¬ 
vion a long time ago only to be 
picked up by the capitalist order. 

Whatever the seriousness or 
accuracy of that remark by the 
Lufthansa official, the fact re¬ 
mains that Lufthansa observes 
religiously the motto that puts 
super excellent maintenance 
ahead of all considerations in 
commercial aviation. Not that 
other factors connected with 
commercial aviation have been 
sacrificed especially dock preci¬ 
sion in take offs and landings, 
rather it is the philosophy of 
safety first that is being highlight¬ 
ed by Lufthansa and pushed to 


the forefront of all other aspira¬ 
tions and objectives. It is the 
deep-rooted decision by Lufth¬ 
ansa to accord safety and mainte¬ 
nance the highest possible prior¬ 
ity that now distinguishes the 
German «irKn«r from many other 
international airlines. What it still 

ladc< is the gentle H uman touch in* 

servicing its customers. But pas¬ 
sengers cannot have ft all! 

Nevertheless this solemn ver¬ 
dict by Lnfthansa assumes more 
and more prominence and rele¬ 
vance in a contemporary world of 
commercial aviation where pas¬ 
sengers have grown to be more 
and more sophisticated and de¬ 
manding about maintenance re-, 
lated safety records. Lufthansa' 
has therefore opted to gear to this 
breed of discriminating customers 
who value their lives ahead of all 
other considerations when 
travelling from one place to 
another. At the same tune, there 
is a growing awareness and 
acceptance of the proposition 
that no price is too {ugh when it 
comes to achieving that level of 
maintenance that would comfort 
contemporary travellers. 

Meanwhile Lufthansa is hur¬ 
riedly affirming tO its growing 
number of faithful passengers 
that they have no cause to fear 
from the effects of projected de¬ 
regulation in c omm ercial aviation 



on the continent of Western 
Europe. The ripples of deregula¬ 
tion i n co ntinental U.S. and its 
aftereffects on the level of safety 
™ commercial aviation in that, ~ 


!&»*** ! 


m commercial aviation m 
country have caused anxiety in 
Europe and elsewhere that dereg¬ 
ulation in Europe could dmmnsh 
the level of maintenance among - ^ 
West European airlines. Lufth- gess*-'?; 
ansa, however, appears, to be 
confident that deregulation or no '.is 5 *®] 
deregulation, it will continue to 
uphold the level of super excel!- j 

ence in safety maintenance come' 
what may. This is of course most .j*? 
assuring to passengers who can at iVl 

least have a choice among the ' 

various international airlines and 
if need be accept to even pay for 
that extra safety factor. The visit 
to the Lufthansa facilities in 
Hamburg and Frankfurt has con¬ 
vinced the visiting journalist de¬ 
legation that Lufthansa will not 
only maintain its already well- 
established and documented su¬ 
per excellent maintenance stan¬ 
dards but also go that extra mile 
to make control over mainte¬ 
nance on Lufthansa carriers the 
envy of many other airlines. Dis¬ 
cerning passengers will therefore 
be relieved to know that Lufth¬ 
ansa checking and rechecking 
beyond the call of duty will con¬ 
tinue to be die hallmark of one of 
the world's greatest airimes. 
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OPEC oil output soars 


LONDON (R) — OPEC oil pro¬ 
duction rose to its highest this 
year in October at almost 23 
million barrels per day (b/d), a 
Reuter survey showed' 
Wednesday. 

But the rising output by Saudi 
Arabia and others in the Orga¬ 
nisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) was mopped 
up by strong demand and (fid not 
create a surplus to hit prices. 

The world average spot crude 
price is still dose to OPEC’s 
target of $18 per barrel, up $4 
from 1988. 

OPEC wellhead output in 
October was estimated by Reu¬ 
ters at 22.9 millioo b/d. That was 
up 45,000 from September and 
one million higher that the aver¬ 
age for the three months from 
July to September. 

The estimate was made on the 
basis of information from indus¬ 
try, official and shipping sources 
in the Middle East, Europe, the 
United States and Asia. 

OPEC’s own seif-imposed out¬ 
put ceiling is set at only 20.5 
million b/d, but this is deliberate¬ 


ly low to allow for excess by 
Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates — two members which 
openly reject their OPEC- 
assigned quotas as being unfairly 
small. 

Both continued to produce 
dose to twice as much as their 
“allowables” of around 1.1 mil¬ 
lion b/d each in October. 

Two other big Gulf producers, 
Iraq and Iran, were in line witb 
their quotas. 

But all sources agreed that 
Saudi Arabia's wellhead output 
including a Neutral Zone shared 
with Kuwait rose in October. 
Most estimated the world’s big¬ 
gest exporter was producing at 
around 5.5 million b/d compared 
with a quota of just over five. 

Nigeria, another key OPEC 
player, cut back by around 
100,000 to average some 1.65 
million b/d. This was still slightly’ 
above its quota but Nigeria says 


too. 03 Minister Ffisham Nazcx 
announced Tuesday that the 
kingdom was working to quota. 

"There is a difference between 
production and quota because 
production can go into stocks,” 
he said in the United States. 

At most. Western ofl industry 
executives said, the Saudis were 
preparing to defend their share of 
just under a quarter of tine total 
OPEC market. 

But none saw this as the start of 
a new move yet by the kingdom 
to flood the market as it was done 
in die past to coerce the rest of 
OPEC into better discipline. 

Ofl prices are being held up at 
the moment by firm demand, 
particularly for heating fuel, and 
by traders' caution ahead of new 
OPEC talks in Vienna on Nov. 25 
when the 13 ministers will again 
fry for a leakproof quota accord. 

Many analysts doubt if prices 
can stay up next spring if OPEC 
that its excess goes to its own cannot cat ouptput. a seasonal 
stocks—not counted as “supply” dip in demand is likely to coincide 
under OPEC rules. ' with higher North Sea output 

Saudi Arabia is saying that, early in 1990. 


REALLY? JUST FROM WHAT I 
SAID TO HIM? I CAN'T 
BELIEVE IT ] 


GUE5S WHAT..0UR SCHOOL 
PRINCIPAL HAS RESIGNED' 

~r 


h£s going to devote 
THE REST OF HlS LIFE TO 
MAK1N6 HIS CAT HAPPY.. 
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^^^FQKECAST THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1999 

^^rJlvxTas-S.-p^son,; Astrcbgar, CarrotiRighterFoundatkw 

> r j^ESr (Mareh20 to ApriiI7) from those yew ta« always used. 

- ragmen yoor home, with new fur- Be polite to a vefy strange couple 

flpyy . MjdiricgjWBr who cooks into your home. 

HsSfStf SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novetn- 

T*^**:***"?**"**- • bcr'2l)It is mossy for you to 

-' TAURUS: (A pril 18-to May 19) A have more breadth of scope to 
i -i Hu me mtuo w ill bong to yon a headway hi’ Doney matters, 

•rne w gro peritioa that has -great Discuss important problems with 
potential. Gctyoor household now . your attaduxieat tut pat off malt> 
^'&B go &kng with your dever bus- mg joint decisions. - 
sets idea- • 

"/■■uim’ m T «*. - SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 

G gMIN L- (May 20 to June 20) December 20) Stick to pleasure 
Acoe p^ -flic chancc oow bo see with younger and g ener o us friends 

- ^apMOM ftDiy more- of your good • now. Keep cnnditiftns happy and 

:-«5~v™ W>° lively at your dweffing place. You 

•, -mate oomess matters now able to add your attachment steer dear of 

^ 5 ^ Ms ne ^‘ r- a jealous admirer who would cause' 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 21 to trouble. 

Joly 21) Friendly t fo o ttmons witha CAPRICORN: (Dece mber 21 to 
i^fpdmnpomwOIAovyoahow - January 18) Boo* fight with a 
rj-topM toyonrassets. You yomseff good friend over the pe rfo rmance 

- P 0 ?. 00 ” mqre exp ert dat a to do a of some work. Maoy private meet- 
'iDetier job at year business. • Inge are the answer to your many 

JLEO: (July 22 to August 21) Bright business problems. 

; Sir AQUARIUS: (Jammry 19 to Febru-’ 

ary 17) Don’t let outsp oken fri e n ds 
£ “d acquaintances now hurt your 

■ toa yoa pm handle into your feelings. Rise about it. Arguments 
• - ax home should not be permitted to 

'VIRGO: (August 22 to September occur or real tension could arise. 

21) There wifi be so mudj activity pKCES: (Febraaiy 18 to March 

. 19) Now yoTwffl need to curb a 

11 • mt * acatia * tendency to be extravagant, 
co^fc should now become your Spemfin/marc tane at home now 
n, ™ as ‘ enhances the bannony there. Let 

UBRA: (September 22 to October . your attachment be mote aware of 

22) Accept business ideas di ff ere n t your affections, true devotion. 


J hdusehold to meet as many ndgb- 
.rbfflna aad refe^Stcs asptK^e. - 

TACKU& (April 18-to May 19) A 
> tasneasnan trill brm g to yon a 

- rnew propotitkn that has great 
^po t en t ial. Ikxjoarhonsehold now 
* to go along w«h your dever bua- 

jsessidea- ... 

- GBMINfc (May 20 jo June 20) 

' Accept : tbe chance now tb see 
-icaMideraMy more- of your good 

■ ■^friends. You wiD have two worth- ’ 
vM* bosiacM matters now able to 
vjario e&tt and graced. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 21 to 
. July 21) Friendly discusBians with-a- 


_ : toadd tpycrarassefs. You yourself 
T now need more expert data to do a. 
-better job at your business. - 

: and brilliant fri^cfcT^an ^bolster 
"• your spirits very touch today. In¬ 
vite dynamic friends you are sure 

- that you'’can handle into your 
home; ; 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 

21) There wifi be so mudi activity 
in your home that yon will need to 

- be alert to accept ft. An influential 
couple should now become your 
friends. 

UBRA: (September 22 to October 

22) Accept business ideas di ffe re n t 
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. ARIES: (March 20 to April 17)’ 
.Your home is your moat important 
place of 'action today. You have 
stifl not been able to get of on that 
trip that means so modi to you. 

TAURUS: (April 18 to May 19) 

: You will have a very accurate 
hunch just what to do about a 
property matter. Take an espedal- 
_iy nice present to your home for 
/your family. 

- GEMBNb (May 20 to June 20) 
-Take the initiative in contacting 
-firiends you have not seen for a ’ 
while. You wifi need to exercise 
much effort to be a true partner to 
. your attachment. - - - 

.MOON CHILDREN: (June 21 to. 
July 21) To keep your good friends 
you ynD. need to spend more 
iponey on them, listen , to really 
_ understand members of your 
household’s point of view.' 

agratfday for ime^Stivity .with' 
your adorning; friends. Nor the 
time-logo lo see neigh bo ms, rda- 
tjves^ dire pexsonaror business 
companions. : 

; VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
21). A Joyal man friend wffl help 
you with an important recreational 
matter. Three highly -mmsaal per- 
sousrwiU come mto^mr hpsne 
-today. . • .-■ x 


22) Don't hesitate in gening mat¬ 
ters accomplished at home con¬ 
tinue for a little while longer. A 
suggestion coming from a distance 
wiT aid your financial affairs. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem¬ 
ber 21) Gam the good will of your 
family by being frank with them 
about business and money. Listen 
to a friend who is m expert and can 
show you bow to better handle 

your obfigatibniL 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 20) You wifi be very 
sensitive to all borne conditions but 
don't show iL Allow friends to take 
time away from your business re¬ 
sponsibilities. 

CAPRICORN: (December 21 to 
January 18) Your daily duties 
should sparkle with ingenuity at 
this time. Many conferences will 
bring o<at your best busmess oppor¬ 
tunities. 


UBRA: (September 22 to October 


AQUARIUS: (January 19 to Febru¬ 
ary 17) Unique investments will be 
your best source for more money 
now. Do your job so that you do 
not mkx any opportunity that is 
. connected with your work. 

PISCES: (February 18 to March 
19) Don't take friends advise now 
on how to handle your own inti¬ 
mate affairs. A little more emotion 
towards your attachment would be. 
wefl .received. 


£OREN BRIDGE 


“ BY CHARLES GO REN - 
AND OMAR SHARIF. 

BUM Trt b—'* Hi ih S an ts— , loo. 


MAKING WRONG INTO RIGHT 


Neither vulnerable. Sooth deals. 
- NORTH 
* KJ It 9 

9 651 
0 K54 

._.*JKJ5.. 


WEST EAST 

* 6 5 4 2 * 81 

9"Q I » 7 3 9 K I 

094" ' OA, 

* Q8 J * 91 

■ _ SOUTH 

* A Q 3 
1 9 A 9 

- 0 Q832 

* A 194 3 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North 
.1 NT,.-: pass 3 NT 


EAST 

* 87 
9 K84 

0 A J 10 7 

* 9762 


r ■ Opening lead: Queen of 9^ 

- For years, we»ve been trying to 
co n vi nc e you to go with the odds. 
After tins hand, you'll probably 
never again bdb'eve anything we tefl 
you. 

North might have tried to End a 
4-4 ri»de fit. However, with no 
ruffing value in ids band, be chose 
instead to make the value bid of 
three no trump , a decision which we 
oidorse wholeheartedly. 

West led the queen of-hearts, at¬ 
tacking .declarer's weak spot. It did 
npt takra genius to see that declarer 


would have to take nine tricks with¬ 
out giving op the lead. And to ac- 
compifish that declarer would need 
to bring in the dub suit without 
loss—if he surrendered a trick to the 
queen, the.defenders would be aide 
to take at least three heart tricks as 
well as the ace of diamonds 

If dubs were 3-3, declarer would 
have a straight guess as to which 
defender held the queen. So to leant 
more about the hand, declarer 
cashed three rounds of spades, end¬ 
ing in hand. On the last of there East 
discarded a diamond. 

Siace West probaWy had long 
hearts for his opening lead, in addi¬ 
tion to four spades, he lad to be 
short in dubs. Therefore, East was a 
favorite to hold the queen of dubs. 
But if East held at least four chibs to 
the queen, there was no way declar¬ 
er could collect four dub tricks. 
East could hold declarer to three by 
simply covering the jack of dubs 
when it was led! 

This was the time for a despera¬ 
tion play that had a chance of deliv¬ 
ering the contract. Declarer went 
against the odds by leading a low 
dub to the jack. When that won, he 
. i-Bthwl dummy’s remaining spade 
and then took three more dub nicks 
for his contract. Well played! 



THE DaUy Crossword by WDtami 


ACROSS 
1 Denude 
6 Source 
10 Buttress 
14 Dbmsfware 
IB Light color 

16 Ofdsfty 

17 Fortification 

18 Dessert 

20 Lime drink 

21 History Mom 

23 Adorn 

24 Dessert 

26 TV role for 
He l m on d 

37 Dennis or 
Michael 

28 Examples 
33 Divides 
'36 Wiles' 

38 Charlotte 

30 Follower el 
Tyler 
40 Spud 
<2 Boxing 
Mnsspott 

43 Employ 

44 Marsh bird 

45 Plains people 
47 Sum Up 

49 Din 
51 Portnoy's 
creator 

53 Dessert: vsr. 
57 IL city 

60 Gladly 

61 Truck 

62 Dessert 
64 Gown 

66 Bribes 

67 leas sheet 

68 Pr. river 

69 Slattern 

70 Desires 

71 Terminated 

DOWN 

1 Dismantle 

2 Bare ol the 
sEteets 

3 Horseman 

4 Once — while 

5 Crepe 

6 Narrate 

7 Csneun 

eight 

B Mine stuff 



rntt6 TntHina Madia Swvtem. Inc 
AH FUgBU RHWNd 


9 Jet or prep 
preesder 

10 Accounting 
time 

11 Mature 

12 Of some 

. poetry . 

13 Glimpse 

19 Lets out 

22 Is stationary 
nsutlcsHy ' 

25 Eating tool 

26 Small lake 

28 Deadly 

30 Smug one 

31 Comfort 

32 Arranges type 

33 Incite 

34 Stockings 

35 Pianist 
Templeton 

37 - I'oell 
(painting 
style) 

41 Roguish 

42 Croft 

44 Ruin 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnnan nnnrn 
□nun nnncin nnnn 
nsan nation nnna 

nnnPifirannni'inm’i 

nnnn non 
nnnnnn niiFinnrnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnn 
nnnnnnnrannnninnn 
cino nnnnn nnnn 
□nnnnnnrc nnnnan 
nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnsnnnonn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


46 Dessert 
48 Stop 
50 Stage 
whispers 
52 Chewy candy 

54 Egg-shaped 

55 Mother-of- 
pearl 


56 Signed 

57 No bid 
56 Organic 

compound 

59 Soviet police 

60 Diving bird 
63 Arena cheer 
65 Ely of TV 


TO ALL ENGLISH BOOKS READERS 

ENGLISH BOOKS SALE AT 
50% DISCOUNT 

IN INTERBOOK BOOKS SELLER 
JABAL AMMAN, 2ND CIRCLE 
AL BUHTRI STREET, NEAR FRENCH LOAF. 
CHILDREN BOOKS, ISLAMIC BOOKS, 
MIDDLE EAST BOOKS, BEST SEL.“R, 

PAPER BACK, ART BOOKS. 

DAILY WORKING HOURS 
9-2 P.M., 3:30-8 P.M. 

7 DAYS A WEEK. 


-PALESTINE HOSPITAL- 

Announces its need for a 

PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

Applicants must: 

— Have a recognised degree in physiotherapy; 
—r Have a minimum of three years practical experi¬ 
ence; r - 

— Speak the English language well; 

— Have an interest in further education. 

Those interested must apply at the phy¬ 
siotherapy department and provide copies of 
their degrees as well as a personal photo¬ 
graph. • 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located between 4th & 5th Circles in a quiet neighbour¬ 
hood. Three bedrooms - 2 living rooms - dining room - 2 
baths - 2 verandas - telephone - T.VWideo player, plus 
many other extras. 

Call the owner tel. 674286 


FEMALE SECRETARY WANTED 

Local business company is in need of a competitive 
female secretary able to type English and Arabic, to use 
telex and facsimile machines and to keep files. 

Call tel: 651959 Amman 


FURNISHED DELUXE FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, salon, dining and sitting rooms. 250 sq.m. 
Central heating, telephone and full electric sets. Location 5th 
Circle. 

Please call Tel. 667727 


FLAT FOR RENT « ABDOUN 

Furnished super deluxe flat 190 sqm. ground floor consists of: 
two bedrooms, verandas/studies, large L-shaped salons/sitting 
and (fining rooms, spacious kitchen, two bathrooms with 
TV/VfcfetfStereo with a« etedrical appliances, grass pitched 
garden and garage, separate tetephone/Vrater/heating and 

’ NexMo^Elia Nuqul residence Abdoun. 

For more Information please contact 711498, 814850 


Islamic friendship and peace games: 


Kuwait dominates the 1st events 


Ultrasonic gun stuns race horse 


KUWAIT: (AP) — Kuwait's 
athletes dmched three gpld med¬ 
als, five sil ver and three bronze, 
dominating; the first events in the 
friendships and peace games, 
according 4o official statistics re¬ 
leased Wednesday. 

Qatar caine second in the med¬ 
al haul with three gold, one salver 
and one tytronze. 

Malaysia also had one gold 
while Bangladesh took one silver 
and two I bronze medals. Oman 
took one bronze medal. 

The games, played late into the 
night, are. part of a lavish sports 
festival ilannched Monday by 
Sheikh iJaber A1 Ahmed A1 
Sabah, the Emir of Kuwait in his 
capacity as current chair man of 
the 46-rhember Organisation of 
Islamic <3>nfeTence. 

Foity-ifive Islamic nations and j 
1,200» sjjortsmen from Asia and 
Africa are participating in track 1 
and field, soccer, volleyball, bas¬ 
ketball and handball. 

Prominent among the partici¬ 
pants art: the soccer teams from 
Iraq and Iran. The two nations 
emerged from an 8-year war in 
August 1988 with a United Na- 
tions-sponsored ceasefire, but 
have yet to reach a formal peace 


accord. 

In the soccer games Tuesday, 
Guinea defeated Iraq 1-0. Pakis¬ 
tan defeated Tunis 3-0. 

Track was the main event 
Tuesday. Ziad Abdul-Razzak of 
Kuwait finishe d first in the 110- 
metre hurdles, with 13.96 
seconds. Kuwait also took the 
silver in this event with Abdullah 
Rashid finishing second while 
Nasser Mohammed Ahmed of 
Qatar won the bronze. 

Saad Motrftah of Qatar won 
the gold for 100 metres in 10.46 
seconds. His compatriot Xassim 
Bon Hakab took the silver while 
Bangladesh's Shah Jalal was 
third. 

Shawki Abdullah dmched the 
second gold medal for Qatar by 
winning the 800-metres in 1:54.03 
minutes. 


LONDON (AP) — A James 
Bond-style ultrasonic gtm dis¬ 
guised as a pair of binoculars was 
used to stun a thoroughbred dur¬ 
ing an Pn gliyh race and could 
have been used in a drug and 
betting conspiracy, a court was 
told Tuesday. 

The high-pitched sound emited 
from the grandstand June 18, 
■ 1988 caused the horse. Be de 
Chypre, to veer suddenly to the 
left and throw veteran Jockey 
Greville Starkey as it was heading 
for a victory. 

Defence attorney Jonathan 
Goldberg said bis cheat, London 
car dealer James Laming, in¬ 
vented the gun and that it was 
only used once. 

. But be said somebody else may 
Rave plotted to. make the gup the 
centrepiece of a scheme in which 
millions of dollars in drug profits 
would be laundered at race 


courses, with the participants en¬ 
suring the success of their bets by 
using the ultrasonic device. 

The case began Oct. 18 and is 
expected to continue until late 
November in a London criminal 
court. Laming faces charges of 
cocaine posessi on and conspiring 
to distribute. 

Laming admits he invented the 
gun and was involved in a betting 
scheme, but insists he knew no¬ 
thing of the drag connection. 

Goldberg said the binoculars 
were outfitted with a pair of 
high-power speakers and that the 
device bad a 22-watt amplifier. 


Ladles 


shoes 


High quality and well experienced tailors for ladies wear. 
Candidates should have a minimum of three years 
experience. 

If Interested call 659193 



AN INTERNATIONAL 
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

REQUIRES 

Qualified Mechanical Engineers 

With 10 years experience in Petro-chemical 
mechanical construction and oil/gas pipelines. 
Candidates will be stationed in the Arabian Gulf 
states or any other work sites. 

Proficiency in Arabic and English is essential. 
Detailed C.V. to be mailed to; 


Manager Personnel Admin. 
P.O. Box 61092 
Amaroussion 15110 
Athens, Greece 






_ YAMAHA raw. EMM a <mm 

10% Own BAH « 





MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

in Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call Wael Real 
Estate 

Tel: 685342, 681787 


Kan Zaman A Place in Time 





A five-level English conversational 
course designed Tot speakers of the 
Arabic language 

LEARN TO CONDUCT 
BUSINESS IN 
“AMERICAN" ENGLISH 

9 STUDY AT HOME 

IN YOUR SPARE TIME 

luma* your Enpli^h business vocabulary. 
Underfund ibe inside workings of American 
U«e catvrne* in communicalc wilb 
our faculty. 

9 EASY STEP-BY-STEP 
INSTRUCTION 

Complete -x> of audio lapev included! 

Just complete (his coupon or FAX us at 
(305] 429-1531 tor more inform ati on 



Village Market 
Traditional Crafts 
Cafe 
Restaurant 

CHILDREN CENTER 


Saturday Night Feature at 
Kan Zaman 
Live Folkioric Shows 
by the Jordanian group 

SARAB 


Buffet dinner for J.D. 6 

(+10% Government tax). 


£5 fe 






AitMnna Cwb Touting Corponuna 
laKnaiieinl Divuicn 
MM Nonh Fednl HiyJrwjj 
Pocjpino BcKfl. Florida 130M USA 


for more information please call 736449 


3:30, 6:30," 8:30, 10*30 
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Ortega announces 
end to ceasefire 


MANAGUA (Agencies) — President Daniel Ortega 
Wednesday ended his Sandinista government’s 19- 
month truce with the contra rebels, blaming recent 
attacks by the U.S.-backed guerrillas. 


Ortega told a news conference 
that U.S. President George Bosh 
was in part responsible because 
be was “supporting terrorism in 
Nicaragua.’' 

But in suspending the truce, 
Ortega was inviting renewed U.S. 
military aid to the contras. 

Ortega startled a meeting of 
hemispheric beads of state in 
Costa Rica last Friday by 
announcing he would not renew 
the ceasefire as the government 
has done monthly. He has since 
been softening his stance. 

By going through with the 
threat, he could trigger interna-, 
tional condemnation and loss of 
support of Western European - 
friends, who is die past have, 
defied U.S. pressure and aided 
Nicaragua’s Sandinista govern-' 
meat. 

Bush said Tuesday he would 
review U.S. policy towards Nicar- 
if Ortega ended the cease- 


Xn a broadcast on a national 
radio. Ortega said Nicaragua had 
made every effort for peace. 

‘'But the U.S. government in¬ 
sists on a policy of war against 
Nicaragua.” 


“We cannot continue being 
tolerant. We are not going to 
prove the ceasefire," be said. 

“We have a responsibility to 
protect the lives of Nicaraguans. 
We cannot permit that crimes 
continue to be committed against 
the Nicaraguan people,” Ortega 
said. 

Bush, asked before Wednes¬ 
day's announcement if he was 
prepared to seek a resumption of 
military aid to the rebels if Man¬ 
agua ended the truce, said: “I 
would re-evaluate the situation in 
a minute if this ceasefire is 
broken." 

The United States cut military 
aid to the contras in February 
1988 but have continued huma¬ 
nitarian aid. 

The Nicaraguan military says 
the contras have sharply in¬ 
creased attacks recently, killing 
44 people in the past 10 days. 

On Tuesday, Ortega and ocher 
ministers travelled to a farming 
cooperative near San Miguelito, 
some 160 kilometres southeast of 
Managua, where four peasants 
were killed in a contra attack. 

Ortega says the attacks are 
endangering the campaign for 


general elections next February. 

His decision to suspend the 
ceasefire cam e despite pleas from 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar and Latin 
American leaders to extend it 
again. 

Centra] American leaders have 
said renewed all-out fighting 
would be a-blow to regional peace 
efforts. 

Since the U.S.-trained contras 
launched their first offensive in 
1983, some 40,000 Nicaraguans 
have been killed. 

Central American presidents 
agreed in August on a plan to 
disband the contras by Dec. 5 but 
there is h'tile sign that the dead¬ 
line will be met. 

Ortega accuses Washington of 
obstructing the plan. 

The contras were forced to the 
negotiating table with the Sandi- 
nistas after the U.S. Congress 
refused to renew weapons and 
ammunitions supplies to the con¬ 
tras in February 1988. 

A month later, the contras and 
Sandinistas signed a temporary 
ceasefire which the San dinistas 
have renewed on a monthly basis. 
Talks to tom the agreement into 
a lasting peace broke down in 
September 1988. 

About 11,000 contras have 
since withdrawn to base camps in, 
jungles across the border in Hon¬ 
duras. 


WORLD NEWS UN BRIEF 


France conducts nuclear test 

WELLINGTON (AP) — France exploded a 20-kiloton nuclear 
device Wednesday at its underground test site on Mtrruroa atoll in 
the South Pacific, New Zealand scientists said. The blast, 
equivalent to 20,000 tons of dynamite, was the sixth this year in 
French Polynesia and the second in what appears to be a series of 
four, said Warwick Smith of the Department of Scientific and 
Industrial Research. 

34 killed in Sri Lankan violence 

COLOMBO (AP) — Government commandos killed 16 sus¬ 
pected Sinhalese extremists and captured arms and ammunition in 
two weeks of raids in central Sri Lanka, military officials said 
Wednesday. Eighteen other people were killed Tuesday in the 
violence between extremists among the island’s ethnic Sinhalese 
and the government, other officials said. The military 
said an anny commando group raided three villages in the 
Kandy district, about 90 kilometres northeast of Colombo in a 
14-day operation that ended Tuesday. Speaking on condition erf 
anonymity, they said 24 suspected members of an extremist group 
fighting to overthrow the government were arrested during the 
sweep m Gampola, Pussellawa and Kotmale. Meanwhile, govern¬ 
ment officials, also speaking on condition of anonymity, accused 
the ext r emists of killing at least 12 people in central and southern 
Sri Timka’s Sinhalese heartland. In addition, the bodies of six 
suspected extremists radicals or their supporters were found 
Tuesday in the Sinhalese heartland, including two in Colombo. 

Phnom Penh admits loss of Pallin 

BANGKOK (AP) — The Thai newspaper reported Wednesday 
that Cambodia's defence minister admitted Khmer Rouge guerril¬ 
las had captured the western town of Pailin and said the city of 
Battambang was under martial law. If the report were true, it 
would be the first official acknowledgment by the Cambodian 
t of the loss of Pailin, a strategic gem-rich town dose to 
Thai border. The Khmer Rouge bas claimed it captured Pailin 
on Oct. 22 and called the victory its most important since 1978, 
when Vietnam invaded Cambodia and ousted the Khmer Rouge 
hum power, beginning the country's latest round of civil war. Id an 
interview with the Nation newspaper in Phnom Penh, Minister 
Tea Barth said government forces had retreated from Pailm when 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas stormed their positions after three days 
of heavy shelling. 

Jackson’s half brother charged 

CHICAGO (AP) — Jesse Jackson’s half brother, accused of 
skimming restaurant profits and hiring gan g members to kill a 
former employee, was denied bail after prosecutors argued he 
migh t try to kili or intimidate witnesses. Jackson, a U.S. civil 
rights leader and former Democratic presidential candidate, is not 
connected with any of the alleged c riminal activities. U.S. 
Magistrate Elaine Bucklo ordered 47-year-old Noah Robinson 
jailed for trial. Robinson and Jackson, have the same father. But 
they have not been dose and Jackson was quoted in 1987 as saying 
he has no connection with Robinson. Robinson is accused of 
offering $10,000 for the 1986 slaying erf Leroy “Hambone" Barber 
in Greenville, South Carolina. Robinson and five associates also 
are accused of diverting $650,000 from three Wendy's restaurants 
they operated. 

‘No link between smoking, breast cancer* 

WASHINGTON (R) — There appears to be no basis for the 
theory that smoking by teenage girls reduces the risk of breast 
cancer later in life, scientists said Tuesday. A major new study of 
women aged 30-55 found no statistical link whatever between 
smoking and the risk of breast cancer. Harvard University 
researchers found. The study was published in Wednesday’s 
journal of the national cancer institute. 

Rushdie paperback is on its way 

NEW YORK (R) — Paperback editions of Salman Rushdie's 
“The Satanic Verses" are expected to go on sale early next year, 
but a mail-order company has quietly begun to ship budget 
versions of the book. Publishing officials had feared a paperback 
edition could spark a resurgence of the violent controversy that 
■ surrounded the book’s appearance. A spokeswoman for Book-of- 
the Month dub told Reuters on Tuesday that the Quality 
Paperback Book Qub, a subsidiary, had been selling soft cover 
editions of the novel since early September. The dub, which sells 
books to members only through the mail, said it would not 
provide sales figures. 

Reward offered in jabbing attacks 

NEW YORK (AP) — A series of attacks on women on New 
York’s Upper West ride by groups of teenage girls using needles 
Or other sharp objects were racially motivated, a police comman¬ 
der said Tuesday. From Oct 21 to Oct 27,28 women, all but one 
of them white, were jabbed from behind with a sharp object. 
Their attackers were described as blade girls and women between 
the ages of 12 and 19. 





Bhutto survives challenge 


Thorvald Stoltenberg 

Stoltenberg 


UNHCR 

favourite 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Former Norwegian Foreign 
Minister Tborvaid Stoltenberg 
has emerged as the prime candi¬ 
date as U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar bas held rwo 
days of consultations with the 
chairmen of the U.N.'s regional 
groups on Monday and Tuesday, 
and Stoltenberg has emerged as 
the only candidate for the post, 
officials said, requesting anony¬ 
mity. 

The high commissioner for re¬ 
fugees is responsible for over 12 
million refugees worldwide, in¬ 
cluding five million Afghan re¬ 
fugees in Iran and Pakistan, more 
than one million in the Horn of 
Africa, a million in southern Afri¬ 
ca, and' several hundred 
thousand in South-East Asia and 
Central America. 

The former high commissioner, 
Jean-Pie ire Hocke, resigned last 
week. The United Nations is in¬ 
vestigating Hocke '5 handling of 
an educational fund for refugees. 

Hocke, of Switzerland, has 
admitted using the funds to up¬ 
grade airplane flights, but denied 
that he misused U.N. funds. 

Denmark played a key role in 
Hocke’s downfall by questioning 
his use of the educational fund, 
and Monday, Danish Foreign 
Minister Uffe EUe-Jensen con¬ 
veyed die Nordic cations' support 
for Stoltenberg. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
narrowly survived an opposition 
no-confidence vote Wednesday 
that could have toppled her gov¬ 
ernment. 

The combined opposition mus¬ 
tered 107 votes in the 237-seat 
National Assembly, 12 short of 
tile 119 it needed for victory 
against the Muslim World’s only 
woman prime minister. 

The result was greeted with 
cheers from the ruling Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP). 

“I thank the house for once 
more reposing confidence in 
me," Bhutto said. “It will be the 
solemn duty of myself and the 
democratic government to live up 
to the expectations and aspira¬ 
tions of the people.” 

Opposition leader Gbulam 
Mustafa Jatoi, accepting defeat, 
said: “We bow to the decision of 
this august house.” 

Jatoi, who has accused the 
Bhutto government of abducting 
opposition supporters 'and trying 
to bribe them, said: “If all mem¬ 
bers had been present it would 
have been different." 

He launched the debate by accu¬ 


sing Bhutto of leading Pakistan to¬ 
wards fascism and said she pres¬ 
ided over massive corruption, 
mismanagement and a break¬ 
down in law and order. 

“This process must be stopped 
now or we will be heading to¬ 
wards the worst form of new 
fascism," he said. 

On Tuesday, the former ruling 
party politician said there was 
nothing to prevent the opposition 
bringing as many no-confidence 
motions as it wanted. 

Bhutto told the National 
Assembly: “I appeal to the 
opposition not to oppose us for • 
the sake of opposition. We all 
have a stake in this house." 

The prime minister, who is 
expecting her second child, 
robustly defended her govern¬ 
ment against opposition accusa-<_ 
tions and challenged them to take 
her to court if they believed her 
guilty of corruption. 

She was the only speaker on 
the government side in the debate 
and appeared confident with her 
mother, Nusrat, at her side. 

“I came to power with the 
support of the people and I will 
remain in office so long as the 


support is there," she said. 

The vote-caps a week of 
political tension and 
secures the immediate future of 
Bhutto’s 11-month-okl govern¬ 
ment. 

Both the government and 
opposition accused each other of 
using underhand and illegal tac¬ 
tics to make sure their supporters 
did not defect. 

The modernistic white parlia¬ 
ment building in Islamabad was 
ringed with police and soldiers 
before the debate and only those 
with special passes were allowed 
in. _ 

Bhutto told the British Broad-, 
casting Corporation Tuesday she 
planned to reshuffle her cabinet if 
she survived the no-confidence 
vote. 

She has been widely criticised 
for doing little but battle with the 
opposition since coming to power 
and for surrounding herself with 
weak ministers and advisers. 

Analysts said the vote gave 
Bhutto a good opportunity to 
dear out some of the dead wood 
and reward supporters who 
helped her minority government 
survive. 


Namibia 
legislation 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — : 
The Security Council unanimous¬ 
ly passed a resolution Tuesday 
telling South Africa to repeal 
racial segregation laws in Nami¬ 
bia that could “inhibit the hold¬ 
ing erf free and fair elections. 1 

Namibians begin voting next 
Tuesday for a constituent assem¬ 
bly that will draft a c o nsti t uti on 
and organise the first indepen¬ 
dent, black majority-ruled gov¬ 
ernment in the territory of 1.3 
imllioD. 

South Africa has ruled Nami¬ 
bia, a former German colony. 

The resolution demands the 
repeal of “such remaining restric¬ 
tive and discriminatory laws and 
regulations as inhibit the bolding 
of free and fair elections." 

It also endorses Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar’s 
opinion that Namibian law AG8, 
which establishes a radafiy segre¬ 
gated society, should be re¬ 
pealed. 

“We have taken note of the 
council’s concerns and we will 
look and see if we cannot find a 
better solution to h. What is 
important is that this resolution 
does give one time to re-examine 
the situation," said South African 
Ambassador Jeremy Shearar. 

Western diplomats said the 
Third World nations were trying 
to mount an eleventh-hour cam¬ 
paign to boost the electoral 
chances of the South-West Africa 
People's Organisation 
(SWAPO). 

If SWAPO wins two-thirds of 
the votes, it win be able to un¬ 
ilaterally write the constitution 
and organise any form of govern¬ 
ment it chooses. 

The resolution “demands im¬ 
mediate, fall and strict com¬ 
pliance by all parties concerned, 
in particular South Africa,” in 
implementing the U.N. Security 
Council resolutions calling for 
Namibia’s independence. 
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Marriage makes 
comeback in France 


PARIS (R) — For the first time 
in nearly two decades, marriage is 
making a comeback in France. 
After years of decline, weddings 
showed a 2.2 per cent upturn last 
year, with 6,000 more couples 
exchanging rings in 1988 than in 
the previous year. The national 
Insee statistics office said this 
week. But the number of wed¬ 
dings last year — 271424 — was 
still well below the 400,000 reg¬ 
istered in 1972, the last good year 
for marriage, Insee added. And 
French men and women are tak¬ 
ing the lifelong decision, later. In 
the early 1970s the average 
bridegroom and bride were aged 
24 and 22 respectively. Last year 
the average newly-weds were 27 
and 25 years old. 


Egg-throwing 

no yoke, 
say police 

ROTORUA, New Zealand (AP) 
— An Egg-throwing contest got 
out of hand when bystanders 
joined in the fun and started 
shelling each other with stolen 
eggs, police and other officials 
said. Firefighters had to hose 
down the crowd to dampen their 
enthusiasm about joining in the 
ann ual frolic, held Saturday to 
raise money for charity at the 
nearby North Island town of 
Ngongotaha. People watching the 
egg-throwing contest became part 
of the action when children began 
hurling eggs at them, said Mike 
Lepper, organiser of the Ngongo¬ 
taha town and country festival. 
Adults joined the children, who Lep- 


Gandhi in deep election trouble 


NEW DELES (R) — Prime 
Minister Rqjiv Gandhi and Ms 
Congress Party are in deep 
trouble as they go mto the last 
weeks of an election campaign 
against an apparently united 
opposition, India’s leading opin- 
ion pollster said Wednesday. 

“The opposition has got its 
act together, which is an m- 
owfiMe surprise. It’s still neck 
a p4 neck, but .only the opposi¬ 
tion can improve its position,” 
Pnumoy Roy said. ’ 

“R^jiv is in deep trouble,” be 
said in an interview as the two 
sides phmged into campaigning 
for the Nov. 22, 24 and 26 
elections. 

He said deals by the normally 
fr a g mented opposition to pot up 
single candidates against Con¬ 
gress in mo6t of the 545 seats at 
stake had given ft some credi¬ 


bility 

He said a miyorfty befieved 
the opposition arid farm a 
government and that a vote for 
than would not be wasted. 

“Bui the pods also show that 
two-thirds believe they wfl! fall 
apart eventually, and tint is the 
opposition’s biggest single prob¬ 
lem," he added. 

Congress has been beaten 
only-once since 1947, when In¬ 
dia became independent of Bri- 
tidn, even though it has never 
won a majority of the votes. 

The Janata Party defeated 
Congress in 1977, lasting two 
yean in power before ft fell 
apart and Congress swept back 
into control. 

The memory of that might 
cause last-minute change of 
mind and votes switching to 
Congress. “The last three or 


fear days wffl be crucial,” Ray 
said. 

% said a sadden rise in food 
prices over the last few months 
and charges that officials took 
bribes in a $13 bfltioa arms 
deal codd be critical factors in 
deciding the result. 

“Corruption is a very Mg 
issue in the urban centres. 

Although it has been a part of 
everyday life for years, never 
before have voters distinguished 
between (he parties. They have 
always seen both sides as equal¬ 
ly corrupt." 

“But this time, they are per¬ 
ceiving one side as more cor rupt 
than the other," Roy said. 

Gandhi has been (united for 
nearly two years by charges that 
large bribes were paid by the 
Bofora company of Sweden to 
get a major artillery contract. 


Oneqf the big questions in the 
election wffl be how deeply that 
issue penetrates the country¬ 
side, where 80 per cent of Indi¬ 
ans live. 

‘’So fin- it is not that impor¬ 
tant in rural areas, where they 
have not really heard «f Bofora. 
For the 'Opposition, how much 
they can convince them (on gov¬ 
ernment co rrupti on) In the next 
three weeks wffl be crucial,” 
Roy said. 

He smd the opposition migtw 
have a tough job doing that 
because a Gandhi scheme to 
pnn»P large amounts of money 
directly into Tillages — bypas- 
dng state and district govern- 
ments — seemed highly 


“The poBssay people gee* as 

.nfoefb- *» be said. 


300 arrested in ‘Devil’s Night’ crackdown 


DETROIT (AP) — Firefighters 
scrambled from blaze to blaze 
and police jailed 165 juveniles 
who ignored a curfew imposed 
for Devil’s Night, the three-day 
Halloween tradition of setting 
fires in this industrial city. 

Dozens of blazes flared in trash 
bins and abandoned buildings, 
and at least five homes burned 
Monday night. No one was in¬ 
jured. 

By the end of the night, the 
number of fires had already sur¬ 
passed the 229 set last year, said 
city councilman Me! Ravitz. 

“We’ve got to find a way to 
cither re-educate or incarcerate 
those who engage in this sport.” 
he said. 

Halloween, a descendant of the 
holiday All Hallow Is Eve, is 
celeberated in most of the United 


States on Oct. 31 by children who 
dress as witches, ghosts and other 
creatures and go door-to-door- 
through their neighbourhoods, 
collecting candy. 

However, the holiday also has 
a darker side: a tradition of “trick 
or treat” in which children play 
tricks on those who don’t offer 
candy. In Detroit, a city suffering 
from high teenage unemployment 
and dropout rates, vandalism has 
eclipsed the friendly aspects of 
the holiday. 

Police and firefighters refused 
to release a count of the number 
of blazes since Devil’s Nighr be¬ 
gan Sunday. 

Police arrested 165 youths 
Monday, bringing the number of 
juveniles arrested since the 6 
p.m. to 6 a.m. curfew went into 
effect to 334, said police spokes¬ 


man Christopher Buck. 

Four of those arrested are under 
investigation for arson, police 
said. 

During curfew, police are 
allowed to detain children under 
age 18 overnight if they are 
caught on the streets without a 
parent. 

Devil’s Night is a decades-old 
tradition, but youths went from 
soaping windows to arson about 
10 years ago. 

The blazes apparently peaked 
in 1984, when firefighters battled 
808 blazes in the last three days of 
October. The number of fires has 
declined steadily since then. 

Penny Thomas Mamed Devil's 
Night revellers for a blaze that 
flared in an abandoned house 
next door and destroyed her 
home Monday night. 


“The house just went to burn¬ 
ing in the front and me and my 
friends, we ran out of the house," 
she said. 

Rre Captain Amos Horton 
said arson also gutted an aban¬ 
doned house and then jumped to 
an occupied home before dawn 
Tuesday. 

“We don’t know what started it 
or who started it, but somebody 
definitely started it," Horton 
said. “When a place is going like 
this is going, we know it was set." 

Civilians have joined the battle 
against arson this year. About 
30,000 signed up to patrol the 
streets, reporting curfew violators 
and trying to spot fires before 
they spread. 

The strategy is aimed in part at 
relieving overworked firefighters. 


a nearby grocery store to 
add to their arsenal. At the height 
of tiie melee, more than 200 
people were firing eggs at each 
other, shop windows, and police 
and ambulance personnel. Lep¬ 
per expressed disgust at the dis¬ 
play. “It maned a brilliant day,” 
be said. Hie crowd ignored pleas 
over a loudspeaker to rftop the 
binge and repeated warnings that 
the fire department would turn its. 
hose on if they didn’t stop. “We had 
to trie water to cool them down 
and gain control," Lepper sakL 
“The kids thought it was a big 
joke and began pelting the fire 
brigade with eggs.” Tbe crowd 
dispersed after about 10 minutes. 


Turner’s Ten 
Commandments 

ATLANTA (AP) — Media 
mogul Ted Turner has taken ft 
on himself to release his own 
versin of the Ten Co mman d- 
meats. Ted's co mmandm ents, • 
which he called his “ten voluntary 
initatives” in a speech to the 
national newspaper association: 
L I love and respect the planet 
Earth, and all living things there¬ 
on, especially my fellow species, 
version of the Ten Command-. 
persons everywhere with dignity' 
and respect. 3.1 promise to heave 
no more than two children, or no 
more than my nation suggests. 4. 

I promise to use my best efforts to 
save what’s left of our natural 
.world. 5. I pledge to use as little 
non-renewable resources as 
possible. 6. I pledge to use as 
little.toxic chemicals, pesticides 
and other poisons as possible. 7.1 
promise to contribute to those 
less fortunate than myself, to help 
them become self-sufficient and 
enjoy the benefits of a decent life. 
8. I reject the use of force, 
particularly military force. 9. I 
support the total elimination erf 
all chemical, nuclear and biolo¬ 
gical weapons. 10 I support the 
United Nations and its effort to 
collectively improve the condi¬ 
tion of the pianet. 


Filipinos turn graveyards into living cities 


By Jeremy Clift 
Reuter 

MANILA — Tens of thousands 
of Filipinos, many sleeping in 
graveyards overnight, crowded 
into cemeteries Wednesday for 
their annual carnival with the 
dead. 

For some it was a day of 
mourning, for others a day of 
profit and for hundreds of sup¬ 
porters of the late Ferdinand 
Marcos it was a day cf protest. 

Bnt for most it was a fiesta. 

“A festival, above all, is what 
the day of the dead — Phiifp- 
pine-style — is all about,” de¬ 
clared the Manila Times. 

Traders selling food and 
drinks. Sowers and candles set 
up stalls inside the bustling 
cemeteries as thousands of peo¬ 


ple converged aboard cramped 
buses, in pedicabs. horse-drawn 
parriages and in cars for the All 
Saints Day Nov. 1 holiday, 
when the dead are remembered 
and tombs spruced up. 

The glow of hundreds of can¬ 
dles glinted off the graves, 
some small and untended, 
others mausoleums the size of 
houses. 

In some places where land is 
in short supply, the dead are 
buried in “apartment blocks,” 
stone graves piled four or five 
on top of each other. 

Pizza and hot-dog sellers 
grappled for sp3ce In Manila's 
sprawling north cemetery, 
transformed for a day into a dty 
of the living. 

A large truck delivered ice to 
soft-drink stands, as stalls sold 


coconuts and mangoes, and 
pedicab operators cycled round 
the crowded graveyard with 
music blaring from stereo sys¬ 
tems. 

In one comer, a group of 
relatives of those who died in 
the Dona Paz. the world's worst 
peacetime sea tragedy, prayed 
quietly and lit candles for the 
4,300 victims who drowned iu 
December, 1987. 

'President Corazou Aquino, 
getting ready for a trip to Cana¬ 
da and the United States Satur¬ 
day. was scheduled to visit the 
grave of her assassinated hus¬ 
band. Benigno Aquino, Thurs¬ 
day to avoid the crowds, a 
spokesman said. 

In some large mausoleums, 
famili es set up tables-and chairs 
to eat and play cards during the 


night. Bur Manila Mayor Mel 
Lopez banned the selling and 
drinking of alcohol inside the 
cemeteries to prevent violence. 

In the Manila suburb of 
Quezon City, officials reported 
that the remains of at least 70 
people had been removed from 
three public cemeteries by 
“body snatchers” who had sold 
the grave sites to other families. 

Marcos supporters, pressing 
for a home burial for tbe dicta¬ 
tor. who died in exile, accused 
Aquino of having a “heart of 
stone" for refusing to allow his 
remains to be brought back 
from Hawaii, where they have 
been interred temporarily. 

Several hundred of his sup¬ 
porters arc marching from his 
home town in the northern Phi¬ 


lippines to Manila, where they 
will arrive Friday, just before 
Aquino leaves for Canada and 
the United States. 

Aquino has banned his fami¬ 
ly from bringing the body home 
because she says it will be used 
as a rallying point by supporters 
out to destabilise the govern¬ 
ment. 

"One cannot help thinking 
that if Marcos's body had been 
permitted to be buried on Pfai- 
hppine soil today. All Saints 
Day, a vexation of this adminis¬ 
tration would have been buried 
a» welL For good” said a col- 
umnist in the Philippine In¬ 
quirer. 

“There would have been no 
ghost of recrimination to haunt 
it tbe rest of its days," he said. 
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